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field hospital as an ‘unknown soldier’. Of the more than 325,000 Union soldiers buried in National Cemesgries, almost
149,000 are unknown. The number of unknown Confederates is thought to be even larger. At the start of the ACW,
neither side issued any form of identification to its soldiers. Identification discs, later to be called “gbg tags” were not
issued by the federal government until 1906.[4] In addition to the importance of emotional closyre for survivors of the
deceased, there are frequently very practical issues that affect them, such as being able to y&-marry (or not),

property ownership, rights to war pensions, etc. Being unable to prove in law that someone has died can double-
down on the grief.[]
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The obverse side of the
CRC monument noted
on the previous slide.




Above. The 4.2" Parrott Muzzle
Loading Rifle (MLR) with a close
up, right, of the face of the right
trunnion. It appears to read
‘R.P.P." —Robert Parker Parrott.[2]
A heavy Union cast cannon within
a Confederate cemetery.

Above. ‘4205’ = Barrel weight in lbs
‘No 301" = Army Registry No.
‘1864’ = Year of Manufacture
‘W.P.F. = West Point Foundry
‘42" = Cadlibre in inches
‘R.M.H'= Initials of the insp. of ord. Richard Mason Hill
(US Army)

According to records the gun was proofed Aug 08,
1864.[2]




Above. View from the rear of the Parrott MLR, which
points to the entrance of the CRC, showing the knob
on the breech base, a recognition feature of the
Army (as opposed to the Navy) pattern [2,3]
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