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Visit to the Fort Blakely
Battlefield (1865), Blakeley State
Park, Mobile, Alabama.

Clive Hollick

Date of visit 23 Nov 2023



remaining Confec
the last week of March, 1865, Unic

Canby moved north along the eastern shore of Mobile Bc
Spanish Fort, arriving there March 27. Brig. Gen. St. John R. Liddell, with about 3,(

by gunboats, held out against the much larger Union force until Spanish Fort fell on April 8, allowing
Canby to concentrate 16,000 men for the attack on nearby Fort Blakeley the next day. After a brief
fight, Union troops breached the Confederate earthworks compelling the defenders to surrender.
Around 5,000 African-American forces played a major role in the successful Union assault. The

capture of Fort Blakeley was the last combined-force batfle of the war, fought the same day Rogert
E. Lee surrendered his army at Appomatfox.”[1]

*Assuming you believe that the war ended on 9 April 1865

1. American Battlefield Trust -


https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/e-r-s-canby
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/st-john-r-liddell
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-blakeley
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-blakeley

The Battlefield in 2023

‘The park contains the great majority of the remarkably intact Confederate and Union earthen lines
that figured in the siege and battle, making it one of the best-preserved Civil War battlefields in the
nation.’[2]

Today much of the battlefield area is covered in woodland which makes photographs less clear
and makes it more difficult to interoperate the battlefield.
e —. gRSHON | m;':w nat

con-t ' Note the use of land torpedoes, telegraph line entanglements,
| Shiloh Erankli Q‘ ‘boy’ soldiers, US Colored Troops and naval fire support all on the
1862 Nashvllle o ¢ c .
Ter;}::feg Ty official last day of the war while Robert E. Lee was surrendering
REF the Army of Northern Virginia.
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{ Left. The location of
¥ Mobile, Alabama

[2] The Assault on Fort Blakeley, Mike Bunn, p7.



(176) Fort Blakeley: Civil War Battle in a Ghost Town |
History Traveler Episode 166 — YouTube

An illustration of
the battle of
Blakeley as
portrayed in
Harper's Weekly

in 1865



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RS4SfNI13tk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RS4SfNI13tk

THE BATTLE OF F ORT BLAKELEY

‘ ~

ou are standing on the site of the last grand charge of the Civil War, made during the Baule of Fort Blakeley on April g, 865,

I'he battle was the elimax ol a months-long campaign that led ultimately 1o the capture of the city of Mobile by Union forces,

Probably the last charge of this war, it was as
gallant as any on record” e s wey vay 21 s

BATTLE OF .
BLAKELEY, AL}

et
APRIL 9, 1863 Noys 14

“The scene was

picturesque and

Counesy of

the Library of grand. From

Congress

different points of

view the assaulting
F ederal troops began to lay siege to Fort Blakeley over a week prior to the battle. For several days, the opposing

; lines could be seen
armies engaged in heavy skirmishing as the besiegers steadily advanced series of earthworks closer to the 3 2
Confederate line. By Sunday, April 9, the armies lay less than 1,000 yards apart. for a mile or two...
" The regimental
At approximately 5:30 p.m., the Union army launched a general assault all along a nearly three-mile long front.
Some 16,000 troops emerged from a line of trenches a few hundred yards to your left and charged with a yell. colors, U]()llgh not
They began taking casualties almost immediately, coming under rifle and artillery fire as well as occasionally

tnpping scattered land mines which had earlier been placed in the field over which they charged. The surging

in perfect line, were
column quickly drove in skirmishers posted in the rifle pits in front of you. Pausing briefly while under a deadly

. : steadily advancing,
fire, they cut their way through a series of obstacles made from fallen trees and swarmed the approximately Y
3,500 Confederate defenders. and the troops were
Fierce, close quarters combat briefly raged. Multiple Union troops were shot down while attempting to plant their / d"‘Shmg on over and
fiags on the earthworks, and in places the combatants waged desperate hand to hand fighting. In some places ~ / th I'()llgh the
the fort’s defenders surrendered quickly after being overwhelmed while in others they fought to the bitter-end B 4 'A
even affer being surrounded. The entire affair was over within about thirty minutes. The great majority of the gar- ()l)slrucu(ms like
rison was caplured, although a very small number of Rebels managed to escape. Exact casualties figures are 3 &
unknown; about 75 Confederates were killed during the assault while the attackers suffered about 150 killed and 4 Stormy wave.
around 650 wounded during the entirety of operations.

Brig. Gen. Christopher
Columbus Andrews
Spnscnns by Hators, By State Pary Tn Gl Const

Map Gourtesy of the Civil War Trust
-
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POSITION & APPROACHES BY THE UNION FORCES
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£ . - ' truction of Fort Blakeley for
i African-American laborers had been engaged in tﬁe cons sk
Confmte tl'?OptS, att':: g&;eshseig in April of 1865. These men had cleared fields of fire in front of the main line up to a
.. s 72 ards. They had also built two lines of obstructions using tangles of fal}en trees, and even had strung
distance of abon;t 800 yaras. as barriers to approach. To further slow potential attackers, in places defenders had buried
telegraph wire between stumps .
dozens of land mines, commonly referred to at the time as “torpedoes.
- . 5 1 b

Keley was frequently misspelled in wartime records and 6n period maps as “Blakely,” and the fort and batte are st
r/ as in many official records of the war. oS
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THE FEDERAL LEFT WING

T his portion of the Siege Line Trail follows the third, and final,

fought with bayonets and revolvers after we got into the~works Blue and gray was all rmxed together.”
paraﬂel of entrenchments created by the left wing of the Federal v

Army ‘which laid siege to. Fort Blakeley. This line of earthworks

was, dug under fire by Federal troops using hand tools during the
last few days of the nine-day long investment. It was from this

line that Union forces Iaunched their attack at 5:30 PM on Sunday,
Apﬂl 9 1865.
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NACTITION 5 AREROACHLS 87 THL INTON FDRELS.

Redoubts 5 and 6

_ During the Battle of Fort Blakeley
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Map showmg the positions of Unlon and Confederate forces at Blakeley
Courtesy of the Library of Congress

Charge! Clarge! Was the order, as the last ditch was

3 / f , ~
reached. Soon the white flag was waving over their last

defenses, arid in a fetw minutes the stars am/ stripes were
/7wf///( there on. The last defense of Mobile was ours; ///(
last vi tory won, just as the sun was sinking in the west.

Colonel John Scott, 32nd lowa Volunteer Infantry

VEATCH
_ BRIGADE

Kinsey
29™ |llinois
30™ Missouri
161°7 New York
23" Wisconsin

lowa
6™ Minne;o‘a

DURING THE ASSAULT ON FORT BLAKELEY

“Such a terrific rain of shot, shell, grape, canister and bullets I never saw.. . telegraph wire was stretched in every concewable shape; and what was
worse, the sand was literally filled with torpedoes. ..Had a-hole made through my cartridge-box, one through my pants, and two through my coat. We

’

Lieutenant Colonel C_har\es S. Hils
10th Kansas Volunteer \nfantry
Forces positioned alorig this por\ion of the Federal \ine
included: 10th Kansas, 27th lowa, 117th llincis, 32nd \owa,
and the &th Minnesota, Under the immediate command

, of Brigadier General
L James |. Gilbert, these
| units formed the

Second Brigade of
the Second “Division
of the US Army's
| Sixteenth Corps. From
here troops attacked
the portion of the

Confederate \ine a few
Regimental flag of the 117th \lliinls-
Courtesy of the llinois State Milttary

hundred yards 1o the
Museum, Springfield

west, which included
Redoubts 6 and 7 (there were a total of nine redoubts

spaced along the three-mile-long Confederate line). To

the left of these units were positioned regiments from

Wisconsin, lllinois, Indiana, New Jersey, and New York
which attacked the

extreme right of the
Confederate line.

T

o "_.
Sponsored by Historic Blakeley State Park and the Gulf Coast &2 é
Resource Conservation and Development Council =

National flag carried by the 27th lowa. Courtesy
of the State History Museum of lowa
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The mogeoove shows sbrhe of ’rhe U ..,.

earthworks constructed as they
approached redoubts 5 and 6 (right). The
Confederate works are in the direction to
the right of the image.




UNION ARTILLERY BATTERIES

Though outnumberi
; , cring Confederate troops at Bl ‘uer ( :
the time of the final a:iulrontheféﬁ Oﬁz;aflslakclc)’ better than {our 1o one, the Union Army had decidedly less artillery than the fort’s defenaers. By
bt g MO, " -. ril 9. 1865, about 20 guns were scattered along the Union lines. most of them having been brougd T
gk Mol Tbt_: h__camcs-tcoﬂcemauor R R oscd by crews [ e R ; i @ been brought up from
) , manned by erews from Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, and New York, weatinto action in this arca along
| emplacements represent some of the best-preserved

{1 17th Ohio Light Artillery
The 17th Ohio Light Artillery also participated in the assaults on both Spanish Fort and
Fort Blakeley. From two different positions in this area'it pounded the Confederate
lines. The earthworkin front of you are the battery's second positior; the first is
located approximately 400 yards down the trail behind the emplacement.

This sketch of a Union battery in
action in Virginia, by Alfred Waud
ng the way the

Courtesy of the Library of

Conm-‘:‘;a

Battery G of the 2nd Illinois Light Artillery

Battery G was armed with four 10-Ib. Parrott rifles under the cqmmand of Lt. Perry
iich. The unit fought in the assaults on both Spapish Fort and Fort Blakeley. The
attery unlimbered its Z;uns at the emplacement a short distance down the trail to
our left just days before the fin'al assault which resulted in Blakeley's capture. On
pril 8, 1865, alone, the battery’s gunners fired over 200 rounds at the
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rl he unit was armed with three 12-b. “Napo.\eon" cannon,
commanded by Captain Charles S. Rice. The “Napoleon’
cannon was the most popular artillery piece of beth Northern
and Southern. armies during the Civil War. Named after
Emperor Napoleon It of France; whose forces used it
extensively during the Crimean War (1853-1856), the Qu
could fire a twelve pound projectile well over \.2’50 yiu‘s
-

onfederate lines.

Parrott Rifle

Parrott Rifles, named after inventor Robert Parker
Parrott, were rifled artillery pieces widely used by
both armies during the Civil War. Parrotts came in a
variety of calibers, each designated by the weight
of the projectile fired. The Parrott Rifles of Battery G
were capable of firing a shell accyrately over 1800 1

yards. :

by of Charles Edward ';‘“lj',‘j_i'\"" —— ey
THE UNIVERSITY OF ALAB »



T. BLAKELEY, AL
APRIL 9, 1865 \ Vi
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of the leaves in an

attfempt to make the
trench line clearer in
the image.

Section off‘tJheé echnd w295 4s  Garrard's division s
noted left — see map
right.



ht and lower left are image

iege as viewed

Confederates. Above rig
within the same works.

during the s




Obstacles to Approach
In front of the main Confederate line
lay a series of rifle pits for advanced ™

skirmishers.

Each redoubt was surrounded by

positions near gl -

Redoubt 6
< One, and in many places, two, lines

of abatis, or tangles of felled trees, r—
were m’d w M ms fac‘ng around Redoubt 4 e

Above. The Confederate defences. Note the
forward rifle pits which | assume is the ‘Skirmish

line' above




DOUBT SIX

i 4 reilery and musketry swept them mf : émd sand-bomh» burst from under their feet. At last the ditch was reached...the garrison s

infantry poured a galling fire from the loop-h » . and the heavy siege guns rained grape(shot) from the embrasures.”
— il Lt. Col. Charles S. Hills. 10th Kansas Infantry Regiment

A UN[‘O;‘ Wog
BLAKELN

CAPTURED 8Y THE ARMY OF WEST MIS3,

R
l he earthworks in front of you are part of “Redoubt Six,” one of nine heavily fortified positions along the three mile-long \ine of

POSTTION & APPROACHES BY THE UNION FORCES
(i, Confederate defenses collectively known as Fort Blakeley. Connected 10 nearby redoubts in the center and right of this ine via
P g trenches, Redoubt Six occupied a key position astride the Pensacola Road, one of two primary routes into the town of Blakeley
- 3 During the Battle of Fort Blakeley on April 9, 1865, the position was the scene of intense fighting as it came under direct assault by

reqiments of the Federal 13th and 16th Corps
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Aher days of constant, heavy, skirmishing all along the lines, Union forces launche
an overall assault on Fort Blakeley at 5:30 PM on Sunday, April 9, 1865. Emerq)
from trenches a few hundred yards behind you, oops under the \mmed
r,w 5 : command Brigadier General James |. Gilbert charged toward the eanthworks

roops from the 63rd and 62nd Alabama Infantry Regiments, under the overall command 0 As they advanced they made their way through muttiple lines of obstruc
of Brigadier General Bryan Thomas, manned this portion of the Confederate line. The 63rd  \while under intense fire, taking numerous casualties. Within twenty minutes ¢
Infantry defended the portion of the defenses directly in front of you; the 62nd occupied o the attackers had bréached the Confederate deie.nses Once inside, they
the earthworks further down the line to the left. Both regiments were recently formed  gown the line and quickly overwhelmed the remaining détenders J

units consisting in large part of reserves and conscripts, most of them teenagers with no
| previous military experience. Artillery support in this sector was supplied by Captain William C. Winston's Tennessee Battery, equipped with SR
Parrott rifles and other guns. 7

Regiment

Flag of the 63rd Alabama Infantry

nd Ala. Reserve Reg.)

(originally designated
Courtesy of the Alabama [ epartment

of Archives and Hislory

Sponsored by Histonc Blakeley State Park
University College of Liberal Arts, the ey
Alabama Center tor Economic Development
. THE LINIVERSITY QF AVABAMAY i Delawae Valey Cvi War Roundiaie
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WHO SERVED.

Above. A Union soldier’s view of Redoubt 6 through
the trees.

Right. Close to Redoubt 6 is this Confederate war
memorial erected in 2010
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.Ilepmduction 12 Ib. “Napoleon” cannon .
of the type used by both Union and Confederate
armies during the Civil War
These guns typically fired a 12-pound projectile,
and were originally developed for use by the French
army during the reign of Emperor Napoleon IIL.
The design was adapted for use by American
military forces in 1857. Both Union and Confederate
armies used this type of weapon extensively during
the Civil War, including on the battlefield at Blak.glq

Left. A reproduction
Napoleon 12 b in front
of Redoubt 6.



’ncluded among the several types of
obstructions barring enemy approach to Fort
Blakeley were hundreds of land mines. Known
as “torpedoes” atthe time, these devices were
designed to be triggered by the footsteps
of attacking troops. They caused numerous
gruesome injuries during the assault by Union
forces on April 9, 1865 and became one of
the most controversial and enduring aspects
of the battle here

Most of the mines on the Blakeley
battiefield were made by filling ten,
twelve, or twenty-four pound artillery
shells with powder and arming them
with a pressure-serisitive detonator,
They were placed in several scattered
fields in front of the three-mile long
line of Confederate fortifications.
Some had even been placed on
the roads leading into Blakeley.
Particularly heavy concentrations of
mines were located a few hundred
yards in front of Redoubts 2, 3 and 4
e & and Redoubts 5 and 6. Union troops
: o encountered them in some places
almost the moment they began
their charge against the Rebel line,
and according to witnesses they
were tripped in multiple locations
during and even after the battle
Even though an unknown number
had been exposed to the elements
and failed to detonate, dozens
did, mangling the bodies of their
7;%5,’:::{'_" unfortunate victims. Federal officers,
zmn ‘ ——— outraged at what some viewed as an
uncivilized mode of warfare, forced

Waptidny i,

Liddell

Veatch

"\
; / ‘/ Gllbare
(q (;,Nurh

Fort Blakeley
April 2-9, 1865

captured Confederates to reveal

Approximate location of minefields on the battlefisld at Blakeley
where remaining minefields lay at

From America’s Buried History: Landmines in the Civil War, by

Kenneth A. Rutherford
the conclusion of the battle

LANDMINES
IN THE BATTLE OF FORT BLAKELEY

\s we got out of the rifle pits the captain of Co. D. struck a torpedo and it blew his leg off below the knee and sent it up in the air about 50 feet high

had not gone far when a man next to me on my left stepped on a torpedo with his left foot. It blew his left leg off below the knee, his right leg off above

the knee and passed up between his head and mine and never touched me..."

Landmines such as those used at
Blakeley were triggered by a detonator
attached to a shell filled with powder.
Most detonators consisted of a metal
container topped with a thin copper cap.
When the cap was crushed by pressure
(a footstep), it ignited the primer and lit
a short fuse, exploding the gunpowder

Counesy of
Mike Randall

One of the
landmine:
ecovered from
the battiefield at
Blakeley

Privale

First Sergeant W.R. Eddington, 97th lllinois Infantry

la Bl

I he Civil War was the first in history to witness the widespread use of victim-
activated mines as integral parts of defensive strategy. This occurred largely
through the efforts of Confederate military officials, who believed they needed
to employ such devices to help counter the numerical superiority of the Federal
forces they faced. At battlefields across the South, landmines were placed
to help defend strategic Confederate . .
positions or to delay pursuing Federal

troops

Among the pioneers of the use of

landmines in the Civil War was Brigadier
General Gabriel Rains, who served for a
time as the Confederacy's Army Torpedo
Bureau Director. Rains's designs were
used in thousands of mines on several
battlefields during the war, including
Blakeley.

Gabriel Rains

COur)oéX of the
Ubrary of Cngress N\
Sponsored by Historic Blakeley State Park and the Guit Coast )

Resource Conservation and Development Counci v




Most of the mines on the Blakeley
battlefield were made by filling ten,
twelve, or twenty-four pound artillery
shells with powder and arming them
with a pressure-serisitive detonator.
They were placed in several scattered
fields in front of the three-mile long
line of Confederate fortifications.
Some had even been placed on
the roads leading into Blakeley.
Particularly heavy concentrations of
mines were located a few hundred
yards in front of Redoubts 2, 3 and 4
and Redoubts 5 and 6. Union troops
encountered them in some places
almost the moment they began
their charge against the Rebel line,
and according to witnesses they
were tripped in multiple locations
during and even after the battle.
Even though an unknown number
had been exposed to the elements
and failed to detonate, dozens
did, mangling the bodies of their
unfortunate victims. Federal officers,
outraged at what some viewed as an
uncivilized mode of warfare, forced
Confederates to reveal
maining minefields lay at
the battle.

captured
where

onclusion of

LLandmines such as those used at
Blakeley were triggered by a detonator
attached to a shell filled with powder.

Most detonators consisted of a metal
container topped with a thin copper cap.

When the cap was crushed by pressure
(a footstep), it ignited the primer and lit
a short fuse, exploding the gunpowder.

Hawkins
Scofield
(47, 50,51 USCT)

A 2cTBty
Pile

Confederate

—Battery #s (2 CTBY

&
Splcely

(97 1L, 24IN; 76 IL,
69 IN Bty)
E Moore G D
(83 0H, 341A, 114 0H,
a(. 3711, 30 1A, 15 MA Bty)

| Dennis

Andrews

/\EO/pnzmg B,-an )i

X “_ ledell
Courtesy of -
Mike Randall -

24 pdr Shell Converted to Land Mine

CANBY

One of the
landmines
recovered from
the battlefield at
Blakeley

Private
Collection,
Courtesy of
Getty Images

" Fort Blakeley
April 2—9, 1865

A detonator
from one of the
landmines at
Blakeley
Courtesy of the
History Museum
of Mobile
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The Siege and Battle of Fort Blakeley:

“The Last Charge of This War” \X

into service, Fort Blakeley was a three-mile long series

but sull served as seat of Baldwin County.

Brl;..n Gen. St. John R
Liddell commanded  the
roughly3.500 menatBlakeley
Included in his command were
wnits under the direction of
Brig. Gen. Francis M. Cockrell
composed primarily of veteran
Missouri and  Mississippi
troops as well as two regiments
nl"'\Iab;unuBrigmiv"rqucx
comprised of mostly teenage
conscripts, under Brig. Gen.
Bryan Thomas. The ground
in front of Fort Blakeley had
cleared of trees and
brush to create clear-fields of
fire. Further. approach had
been rendered moredifficult

been

About five miles north of Spanish Fort stood Fort Blakeley,
which defended the Tensaw River and approaches w Mobile
from the cast. Constructed under the direction of Major General

Dabney H. Maury by Confedernte soldiers and slaves pressed

interconnected carthen fortifications. The outpost received its
name from the river community of Blakeley which it surrounded.
which by the ume of the Civil War was litfle more than a village

Gen Stecle
arrivedutFort Blakeley from
Pensacola on April 1, 1865,
and immediately began 1o

Frederick

of lay siege. Federal spength
wus soon augmghied by
detachpents frofh Canby's
force at  Spanish Fort,

bringingthe totalnumberof
attackers to some 16.000
Includedin the Unionranks
were approximately 5.000
men of the “United States

Colored Troops,” African-

American regiments

composed in large  part
Sreele of former slaves and free
blacks. Their  presence

at Blakeley ranks among the heaviest concentrations of African-
American soldiers who participated in any baule during the Civil
War ’

I'he armies skirmished day and night for more than a week as the
besicgers constructed systems of earthworks located progressively
closer to the Confederate position. Liddell’s men attempted to slow
the Federals as they advanced their lines under cover of dark by
launching several small sorties and enlisting the aid of Confederate

warships. including the CSS Nas/ville, and Morgan., in shelling the
Union lines from the Tensaw River.

F cderul troops assaulted Blakeley ina
mass charge at 5:30 PM on Sunday , April
9, 1865. They began wking casualtiies

immediately, coming under nifle and

artillery fire as well as wmpping some
of the land mines. The surging blue
columns nevertheless soon reached the

Confederate lines, where fierce, close-

quarters combat briefly raged. Despite

spirited resistance, the Union awackers

overwhelmed the outnumbered rebel
defenders and the fighting effeccuvely
was overwithin 3o minutes. While avery
small number of Confederates managed

1w escape, the great majority of the

garrison was captured. With the fall of
Fort Blakeley ., only Baueries Huger and
Tracy, located in the Mobile-Tensaw
Deha, remained between the Union

L“‘\' \_|N[”0r WORK
BLAKELY

CAPTURED BY THE ARMY OF WEST MISS.
Apeil waans.

POSITION & APPRCACHES B THE UNION [ONCES
-

army and Mobile.

“The scene was picturesque and grand. From different points of view the
assaulting lines could be seen for a mile or two... The regimental colors, though
not in perfect line, were steadily advancing, and the troops were dashing on over
and through the obstructions like a stormy wave.”

by the placement of two lines
of abatis. rows of sharpened

stakes. and even telegraph

brig Gen. Francis M Cockrell

wire strung between stumps.

Controversially. Liddell’s men
had also buried dozens of land
mines in their front.

) > ey
Y gy,

) e

o w9 4

Brig. Gen. Bryan Thomas

CSS Nashville

Brig. Gen. Christopher Columbus Andrews

MAWKINS

s ANDREWS]

| s <
VEATCH

GARKARD

Probably the last charge of this war, It was as gallant as any on record
Harpers Weekly, May 27, 1865

. 3 g ™
For more information, visit www.battleofmobilebay.com or call 1-800-745-SAND or 1-800-sMOBILE i)




THE DEFENDERS OF FORT BIAKELEY

A COMBINATION OF YOUTH AND EXPERIENCE

- The Battle of Fort Blakeley involved nearly 20,000 Confederate and Union troops taking part in"a week-long siege prior to fighting in the largest charge of the war to take place in Alabama. While the roughly
16,000 Federals participating in the attack were comprised of mostly veteran units which had seen hard fighting on ﬁ/eral battlefields during the war, the defenders of Fort Blakeley possessed a wide range of
experience in combat. Some had seen action in some of the largest battles in the war's western theater. while others’had no prior military service. }

The “Boy Brigade™ on the Right Flank Combat Veterans on

About half of the troops defending the three-mile long series of interconnected earthworks at Blakeley h L f Fl I]k
were inexperienced teenage conscripts of the 62nd and 63rd Alabama infantries, popularly feferred to by the Lelt d
some at the time as the “Boy Brigade.” They acquired the nickname owing to the fact the great majority
of them were in fact teenagers. Still, a few men n their late forties or early fifties who had been too
old for previous drafts were included in the ranks of these units. Regardless of their age, for the great
majority of the men in the ranks on the right side of the Confederate lines in Redoubts 5-9, the action at
Blakeley would be their first taste of comba®Most
had been rushed into service in the last months
of the war as the Confederate government made
a desperate attempt to put every- able-bodied
man it could into its diminishing armies. The 62nd
and 63rd infantries were assisted by a variety
of artillery batteries, including Winston’s- Battery
(1st Tennessee Artillery) and Culpepper’s Battery
(Palmetto Battalion, South Carolina).

About half of the defenders of Fort Blakeley were
rugged combat veterans of General Samuel
French’'s Division who had experienced intense
fighting throughout the Civil War’s western theater.
Many were serving their fourth year in Confederate
gray, having enlisted early in the war and endured
siege and privation at Vicksburg, confronted one
, of the largest Federal armies to be put into the
field in the west at several pitched battles in front . , - -
of Atlanta, and remained in the field through bitter Fiag of the 151 Missouri Cavalry, Dismounted, Missouri State Museum, Missour
cold to fight overwhelming NUMDETS ON the fTOSYY  neutes e comcarcarms ot st ot ot oo oo o o o poeres
fields at Nashville. General Francis M. -Cockrell
commanded these veterans, comprised mostly of Cockrell’s own Missouri Brigade and General Claudius
Sears’ Mississippi Brigade (commanded by Colonel
Thomas Adair). This unit has been recognized as one of
the most accomplished and reliable of any on either side
in the Civil War. Its remnants made their last stand of the
war at Blakeley. After their capture, most enlisted - men at

Blakeley were sent to prison on Ship Island, Mississippi.

Confederate officers at |3 £ ;

Blakeley had serious Sketch of the area in front of Redoubts SC:;.:‘J ih;sga?;;:g;l’;:z
questions about the

reliability of the inexperienced troops on the right side of their line in.battle.
Some feared they would lose order and run if attacked, and officers
devoted special attention to encouraging them to stand and fight. To their
credit, the “Boy Brigade” fought relatively well under difficult eircumstances
when attacked by the Federal force which outnumbered them several

times over. “Young as they were, they fought like devils,” remembered

one Federal who attacked the right side of the Rebel line. ~ »

Among the teens of the “Boy Brigade” in the trediBhes at Blakeley was
future Alabama Governor Thomas J. Seay (1886-1890) .
Der of A and History -~
B
“

Figg of the ath ippi Infantry, i Dep: of Archives and
 Agfantry and artillery from Alabama and Mississippi units

the Missouri regiments on the left side of the Confederate line at Biekeley.

These included elements of the 4th, 7th, 35th, 36th, 39th, and 46th Mississippi

Infantries, Tarrant's Alabama Artillery, and the 1st Alabama Artillery.

Sponsored by Historic Biakiey State Park
and the Order of the Southem Cross




Combat Veterans on
the Left Flank

About half of the defenders of Fort Blakeley were
rugged combat veterans of General Samuel
French’s Division who had experienced intense
fighting throughout the Civil War's western theater.
Many were serving their fourth year in Confederate
gray, having enlisted early in the war and endured
siege and privation at Vicksburg, confronted one
of the largest Federal armies to be put into the

field in the west at several pitched battles in front .

of Atlanta, and remained in the field through bitter
cold to fight overwhelming numbers on the frosty
fields at Nashville. General Francis M. -Cockrell

’
Flag of the 1st Missouri Cavalry, Dismounted, Missouri State Museum, Missouri
State Parks. Missouri units in addition to the 1st and 3rd Cavalry at Blakeley

included the consolidated 1st and 4th, 2nd and éth, and 3rd and sth Infantries.

commanded these veterans, comprised mostly of Cockrell’s own Missouri Brigade and General Claudius
Sears’ Mississippi Brigade (commanded by Colonel

Thomas Adair). This unit has been recognized as one of
the most accomplished and reliable of any on either side
in the Civil War. Its remnants made their last stand of the
war at Blakeley. After their capture, most enlisted - men at
Blakeley were sent to prison on Ship Island, Mississippi.

The “Boy Brigade” on the Right Flank

About half of the troops defending the three-mile long series of interconnected earthworks at Blakeley
were inexperienced teenage conscripts of the 62nd and 63rd Alabama infantries, popularly referred to by
some at the time as the “Boy Brigade.” They acquired the nickname owing to the fact the great majority
of them were in fact teenagers. Still, a few men in their late forties or early fifties who had been too
old for previous drafts were included in the ranks of these units. Regardless o their age, for the great
majority of the men in the ranks on the right side of the Confederate lines in Redoubts 5-9, the action at
Blakeley would be their first taste of comba¥Most
had been rushed into service in the last months
of the war as the Confederate government made
a desperate attempt to put every- able-bodied
man it could into its diminishing armies. The 62nd
and 63rd infantries were assisted by a variety
of artillery batteries, including Winston's Battery
(1st Tennessee Artillery) and Culpepper's Battery
(Palmetto Battalion, South Carolina).

Confederate officers at
Blakeley had serious
questions  about the
reliability of the inexperienced troops on the right side of their line in.battle.
Some feared they would lose order and run if attacked, and officers
devoted special attention to eéncouraging them to stand and fight. To their
credit, the “Boy Brigade” fought relatively well under difficuit eircumstances
Yvhen attacked by the Federal force which outnumbered them several
times over. “Young as they were, they fought like devils,” remembered

Sketch of the area in front of Redoubts 5 and 6 as it appeared in 1866

From The Campaign of Mobile




Cpt. Samuel McConnell

119th llinois Infantry Regiment
For unusual bravery and capture of flag near Redoubt 8

Cpt. Henry C. Nichols
73rd Regiment USCT
For voluntary reconnaissance of Redoubt 2

For volunteering to lead assault in area of Redoubt 2
Pvt. John H. Callahan

122nd lllinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment

For capturing an enemy flag near Redoubt 7

’ 5 Lt. Col. Henry C. Merriam
73rd Regiment USCT

First Lt. Thomas H.L. Payne Cpt. Henry A. Miller
/ 37th lllinois Infantry Regiment 8th llinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment

For volunteering to lead a company in the assault For capturing an enemy flag near Redoubt 5
while acting as regimental quartermaster

Cpl. Daniel B. Moore
11th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry Regiment
For saving the life of an officer near Redoubt 7

Cpt. Patrick H. Pentzer

97th llinois Infantry Regiment
For receiving surrender of Confederate Brig. Gen. Francis M.

Cockrell and his headquarters flag

Lt. Charles M. Rockefeller Sgt. George F. Rebmann
178th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment 419th llinois Infantry Regiment
For the voluntary reconnaissance of area between For capturing an enemy flag near Redoubt 7

Redoubts 7 and 8 while under fire

Sgt. Joseph Stickels
83rd Ohio Infantry Regiment
For capturing an enemy flag at Redoubt 4

Lt. Col. Lloyd Wheaton A
e the Confederate lines For capturing an e g in the vicinity of Redoubt 8

Blakeley State Park and the Gut Coast ‘ :

For leading his command into
ce Gonservation and Developmert Councl

near Redoubt 5






Above 3 images show the restored Redoubt 4 from the front facing towards
the Union forces

L

Right. The
== sharpened stakes.
e == Looking a bit ‘thin
iR - on the ground’ but
- you geft the idea
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Right. The bomb shelter or magazine

This image-of Redoubt 4 was
produced in 1866 by Brigadier
General C.C. Andrews, who
commanded Uniori - troops
during the assauit on Fort

Blakeley.
[ ]

Courtesy of the Alabama
Department of Archives and

History
o



cable strung out
between the free
stumps as a tripping
hazard for the
attackers.




CSS Nashville

Above. CSS Nashville. It was not just a
Confederate army making a last stand
at Mobile but some of the last elements
the navy too. The side wheel ironclad,
CSS Nashville and the side wheel
gunboat, CSS Morgan gave fire support
to the Blakeley defenders and saved
some soldiers when they eventually
broke and fled. The Nashville, along
with some other craft, did not
partficipate in the Confederate navy'’s
previous defeat at the battle of Mobile
Bay, 5 August1864.
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CSS Nashville surrenders 10 May 186



THE 1/6) Mike Bunn: The Assault
ASSAULT on Fort Blakeley - YouTube

ON

FORT
BLAKELEY

The Thunder and /‘/;g/r/u/}lg ({/‘/))J///(’

Tour Stop 6: Preserved Civil War Earthworks at

3 « The American Battlefield Trust video

-~

MIKE BUNN

The American Battlefield Trust website

All photographs by CH unless noted otherwise.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-1FnQDD8NU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-1FnQDD8NU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA9EIkTCuro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA9EIkTCuro
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-blakeley
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-blakeley
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