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Introduction

Battle of Blakeley – the last battle of the American Civil War*

“After the Atlanta and Georgia Campaigns of late 1864, Union commanders looked to wipe out 

remaining Confederate forces in the deep south, including those defending Mobile, Alabama. In 

the last week of March, 1865, the Union XVI and XIII corps under Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. 

Canby moved north along the eastern shore of Mobile Bay toward Confederate defenders at 

Spanish Fort, arriving there March 27. Brig. Gen. St. John R. Liddell, with about 3,000 men supported 

by gunboats, held out against the much larger Union force until Spanish Fort fell on April 8, allowing 

Canby to concentrate 16,000 men for the attack on nearby Fort Blakeley the next day. After a brief 

fight, Union troops breached the Confederate earthworks compelling the defenders to surrender. 

Around 5,000 African-American forces played a major role in the successful Union assault. The 

capture of Fort Blakeley was the last combined-force battle of the war, fought the same day Robert 

E. Lee surrendered his army at Appomattox.”[1]

*Assuming you believe that the war ended on 9 April 1865

1. American Battlefield Trust - Fort Blakeley Battle Facts and Summary | American Battlefield Trust 

(battlefields.org)

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/e-r-s-canby
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/st-john-r-liddell
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-blakeley
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-blakeley


The Battlefield in 2023

‘The park contains the great majority of the remarkably intact Confederate and Union earthen lines 

that figured in the siege and battle, making it one of the best-preserved Civil War battlefields in the 

nation.’[2]

Today much of the battlefield area is covered in woodland which makes photographs less clear 

and makes it more difficult to interoperate the battlefield.

Note the use of land torpedoes, telegraph line entanglements, 

‘boy’ soldiers, US Colored  Troops and naval fire support all on the 

official last day of the war while Robert E. Lee was surrendering 

the Army of Northern Virginia.

Left. The location of 

Mobile, Alabama

[2] The Assault on Fort Blakeley, Mike Bunn, p7. 



(176) Fort Blakeley: Civil War Battle in a Ghost Town | 

History Traveler Episode 166 – YouTube

The above video covers much what I personally explored 

on the day.

Watch this first

I have added further links at the back end of this ppt.

An illustration of 

the battle of 

Blakeley as 

portrayed in 

Harper’s Weekly 

in 1865

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RS4SfNI13tk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RS4SfNI13tk


Left. 

Information 

board at 

Redoubt 4.

The Battle of Fort Blakeley 



The siege lines on 9 April 

1865 with Confederate 

lines in red and Union in 

blue. 



S.

The siege lines on 9 April 

1865 with Confederate 

Redoubts 6 (left)and 4 

(right) highlighted in the 

circles. 



S.



S.

The image above shows some of the Union 

earthworks constructed as they 

approached redoubts 5 and 6 (right). The 

Confederate works are in the direction to 

the right of the image.



S.

Note the 17th  

Ohio Union 

light artillery – 

more on the 

next slide.



Left the 17th  Ohio 

Union light artillery first 

siege position now 

heavily over grown but 

the earthworks are 

there.

Lower left. As 

described on the 

image. I cleared some 

of the leaves in an 

attempt to make the 

trench line clearer in 

the image.

Garrard’s division is 

noted left – see map 

right.



Above left the 17th Ohio Union light artillery’s second position 

during the siege as viewed from the direction of the 

Confederates. Above right and lower left are images from 

within the same works.



Left 2 images. The 

skirmish line – forward of 

the main Confederate 

line

Left. The 

Confederate 

formal 

positions near 

Redoubt 6 

Above. The Confederate defences. Note the 

forward rifle pits which I assume is the ‘Skirmish 

line’ above



More on 

Redoubt 

6 to 

follow.



Above. A Union soldier’s view of Redoubt 6 through 

the trees.

Right. Close to Redoubt 6 is this Confederate war 

memorial erected in 2010



Above. Redoubt 6’s ditch
Above & Right. View from 

within Redoubt 6 (defended 

by the 62nd Alabama 

Infantry, part of the ‘Boy 

Brigade’) and over the 

parapets towards the 

monument on the previous 

slide



Left. The 32nd Iowa 

position (under Gilbert) 

prior to the assault on 

Redoubt 6 – see map 

right 

Left. A reproduction 

Napoleon 12 lb in front 

of Redoubt 6.





Land torpedoes left 

and their locations 

right (clusters of 

dots) 









Left. A memorial to 

the soldiers killed. 

This is in the ‘killing 

ground’ to the front 

of Redoubt 6
Below. Union heroes 

of the assault.



Right. Aerial image of 

restored Redoubt 4. 

Image from 

gulfshores.com



Above 3 images show the restored Redoubt 4 from the front facing towards 

the Union forces

Right. The 

sharpened stakes. 

Looking a bit ‘thin 

on the ground’ but 

you get the idea



Above. Within Redoubt 4.                       Right. The bomb shelter or magazine



Left. A firing step for the 

riflemen in Redoubt 4

Right. View from a firing 

step. There was 

originally telegraph 

cable strung out 

between the tree 

stumps as a tripping 

hazard for the 

attackers.



Above. CSS Nashville. It was not just a 

Confederate army making a last stand 

at Mobile but some of the last elements 

the navy too. The side wheel ironclad, 

CSS Nashville and the side wheel 

gunboat, CSS Morgan gave fire support 

to the Blakeley defenders and saved 

some soldiers when they eventually 

broke and fled. The Nashville, along 

with some other craft, did not 

participate in the Confederate navy’s 

previous defeat at the battle of Mobile 

Bay, 5 August1864.

Right. Below 

Blakeley (circled 

red) was Spanish 

Fort (circled blue) 

which was captured 

on 8 April 1865



The End

Confederate resistance collapses:

Spanish Fort falls 8 April 1865

Fort Blakely falls 9 April 1865

Mobile city surrenders 12 April 1865

CSS Morgan surrenders 4 May 1865

CSS Nashville surrenders 10 May 1865



(176) Mike Bunn: The Assault 

on Fort Blakeley - YouTube

(176) Tour Stop 6: Preserved Civil War Earthworks at 

Fort Blakeley - YouTube

Left: The book purchased at the site. The author’s 

video link relating to this book is above

Further ‘Reading’

The American Battlefield Trust video

Fort Blakeley Battle Facts and Summary | American 

Battlefield Trust (battlefields.org)

The American Battlefield Trust website

All photographs by CH unless noted otherwise.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-1FnQDD8NU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-1FnQDD8NU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA9EIkTCuro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA9EIkTCuro
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-blakeley
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-blakeley
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