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Facilitator Notes
Emil L. Posey
Dick Garnett and Lewis Armistead wound up dead in July 1863 at Gettysburg, victims of the same illfated charge, after following astonishingly similar paths. Their common threads included an identical
birth year; well-placed Virginian ancestry; close relatives occupying powerful positions in the U.S. Army,
with ties that got the young men into the US Military Academy; mutual discomfort at West Point; two
decades of antebellum military service in the same Sixth US Infantry, without ever deviating from
commissions in that unit; extensive common experience with Mexicans, Indians, and Kansas in the
tumultuous 1850s; a transcontinental adventure through the Mormon War and across the Sierra Nevada
to gold rush California; service in the unfriendly Colorado River desert; and opportunities for distinction
as Confederate officers before July 1863.
Discussion—
Vitals
Born

Parents
Notable Relatives

Lewis Addison “Lo”
Armistead
February 18, 1817
New Bern, North Carolina,
but family soon moved to
Virginia.
Walker Keith and Elizabeth
(Stanly) Armistead
Armistead was of entirely
English descent, and all of
his ancestry had been in
Virginia since the early
1600s. The first of his
ancestors to emigrate to
North America was
William Armistead from
Yorkshire, England.
Grandfather John Stanly,
was a US Congressman
(Federalist, NC, 1801-1803
and 1809-1811).
Uncle Edward Stanly,
served as military
governor of eastern NC
during the ACW.
Father and three uncles
served in the Army.

Richard Brooke
Garnett
November 21, 1817
Rose Hill plantation,
Essex County, Virginia
William Henry and Anna
Maria (Brook) Garnett
Father was a wealthy
planter who served with
the Virginia militia during
the War of 1812.
Cousin Robert Selden
Garnett (December 16,
1819 – July 13, 1861) was
a career military officer,
serving in the US
Army until the American
Civil War, when he
became a Confederate
States Army brigadier
general. He was the first
general officer killed in
the Civil War while
directing his rear guard in
a delaying action at
Corrick’s Ford on the
Cheat River in western
Virginia on July 13, 1861.

Remarks
9 months difference
in age.

•

Education
Spouses

Walker Keith
Armistead – Third
graduate from West
Point in 1818
• Captain Lewis
Gustavus Adolphus
Armistead – KIA Ft
Erie, 1814 (No
Swedish heritage;
rather, GA was King
of Sweden during
the Thirty Years War)
• Captain Addision
Armistead –
commanded coastal
fortifications in
South Carolina, died
of disease in 1813
• Lt. Col. George
Armistead,
commanded Ft
McHenry during the
British attack that
inspired “The Star
Spangled Banner”—
took the flag from Ft.
McHenry – it stayed
with the Armistead
family for 90 years
until given to
Smithsonian
Museum –
Concerned for her
safety, he sent his
wife to a small town
in south central
Pennsylvania to wait
it out, a town named
Gettysburg
USMA (did not graduate)
Cecelia Lee Love (1844)
Two children: Walker Keith
(named after Armistead’s
father) and Flora Lee

USMA, class of 1841
None.

Cornelia Taliaferro
Jamison (1853)

Died

July 5, 1863
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

July 3, 1863
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

“Lo,” short for
Lothario, indicating
a handsome and
seductive ladies’
man. The nickname
was a lighthearted
allusion to the fact
that Armistead’s
personality was the
opposite.

Buried

Timeline
1833

Old Saint Paul’s Cemetery,
Baltimore, Maryland

Hollywood Cemetery,
Richmond, Virginia

Lewis Addison “Lo”
Armistead

Richard Brooke
Garnett

Entered West Point but
failed his first year. He
reentered in 1834 but
resigned in 1835 due to
academic deficiencies and
poor conduct (broke a
plate over Cadet Jubal
Early’s head in the mess
hall).

Garnett undertook in
1833 an attempt to
secure admission to West
Point. The effort took
three years to succeed.
He wrote a letter of
supplication to the
secretary of war in
December 1833, in a
mature and dignified
style and smooth
penmanship. Henry A.
Wise (Congressman from,
later Governor of, Viginia)
wrote in support of
Garnett’s cause, as did
Garnett’s father and
various other kin and
friends, often alluding to
Garnett’s uncle-general
and to his prominent
family, “one of the most
worthy & respectable” in
a state conscious of such
things.

A few months into his
second fall, he was courtmartialed for answering at
muster on behalf of a
missing friend and for
standing guard for the
same fellow.
At the end of the 1834–35
year, which Armistead
failed academically, he
stood 201 among 240
cadets in all classes in
conduct. Jubal A. Early,
who would be his nemesis
in a clash the next winter,
finished 223rd among the
same group, with 189
demerits—only 11 short of
mandatory expulsion.
In the fall of 1835, as
Armistead essayed the
same classes for a third
time, he earned 22
demerits in one month,
putting him on a course
for automatic dismissal by
spring.
This included an arrest in
January 1836, “for
disorderly conduct in the
mess hall; limited to his
room.”
It eventuated that he has
not thrown out, he
resigned.

More correspondence
during 1834 sought
admission to West Point
but in vain.
The turning point came
the following year when
Uncle George intervened.
intervened. George
Mercer Brooke, Dick
Garnett’s mother’s
brother, had been a
brigadier general in the
tiny US Army of the
period for more than a
decade. He was
accordingly one of the
most powerful men in the
nation’s military
establishment.

Remarks

Three years on campus
and never got out of the
freshman class.

General Brooke wrote in
September 1835 to
President Andrew
Jackson in a personal
vein, addressing his old
acquaintance as “Dear
General.” Brooke
reminded Jackson that
this was “the first
personal favor I have
asked” and noted that,
although he had been in
service for twenty-seven
years, no relative held
any office on the basis of
his influence.
Jackson scribbled and
initialed a penciled
endorsement on the back
directing that Richard
Garnett be admitted to
West Point the following
year and charged against
a special fund “alloted to
the . . . Territories.” A few
months later General
Brooke wrote to the
secretary of war to assure
him that nephew Richard
had been studying
diligently. When the
hard-won appointment
finally arrived in April
1836, General Brooke
acknowledged it in a
personal note.

1837, September 1

1839, July 10

Entered West Point
(along with his cousin
Robert).

Father obtained a 2LT
commission for him;
assigned to the 6th US Inf.
The influence of family
connections to the army
continued to pave the way
for Lieutenant Armistead.

Among Garnett’s
classmates were
future Union
generals Don Carlos
Buell, John F.
Reynolds, Nathaniel
Lyon, and Horatio G.
Wright.
Both newly-minted
lieutenants were
assigned to the 6th
US Infantry. The
regiment was
formed January 11,
1812 in Vermont,

The newly minted officer
and gentleman left
promptly for Florida to
campaign against the
Seminoles under his
father’s command.

New Hampshire,
and Connecticut.
In 1837, the units of
the regiment left
Jefferson Barracks,
Missouri, for Florida
via Louisiana. As
part of a force
commanded by
Colonel Zachary
Taylor, the regiment
entered the Second
Seminole War in
eastern Florida in
1837. It was the first
“guerrilla-style” war
fought by US troops.

Company I, under Lieuts.
Samuel Woods and L. A.
Armistead, had an
engagement with the
Indians at Fort Andrews on
August 29, 1839, in which
one sergeant and one
private were killed.
Note, this date of rank was
only 10 days later than the
commissions of those in
his last class that
graduated – July 1, 1839.
1840, mid-July

Fell sick and had to leave
Florida.

1841, July 1

After failing two years
due to poor grades,
Garnett graduated from
West Point ranked 29th in
his class of 52 cadets.
Commissioned as a
brevet 2LT and assigned
to the 6th US Inf.

1841-1842

Served in the Florida War.
Service thereafter in the
South and West.

Served for twenty
years with the 6th
U.S. Infantry
Regiment in the
West where he
campaigned against
American Indians
and helped settle
territorial disputes.
The Sixth Infantry
remained in Florida
until after the
restoration of
peace, when it was
sent north (after
five years) on
transports via New
Orleans, and by
March 20, 1842, the
entire regiment was
again at Jefferson
Barracks, Missouri.
On April 16 the
regiment left
Jefferson Barracks
for Fort Towson,
Cherokee Nation (C.
N.), where the last
company arrived
May 14.

1843, July 7

1844, March 30
1844

Brevet Brig. Gen.
Zachary Taylor
becomes colonel of
the 6th US Inf.
General Taylor was
then at Fort Smith,
Arkansas, in
command of the 2d
Military
Department.
Promoted to 1LT (five
years in grade).
Marries Cecelia Lee Love, a
distant cousin of Robert E.
Lee, and granddaughter of
Richard Henry Lee, a
signer of the Declaration
of Independence.

In 1844 Garnett’s
Company F was
posted at Fort
Smith, Arkansas,
and Armistead’s
Company I was at
Fort Towson, C.N.—
in the Cherokee
Nation.
On the regimental
return for July 1844.
Brevet 2d Lieut.
Winfield S. Hancock
is reported as
"gained by
appointment from
the Military
Academy."

1845, September 6 – 1851,
March 9

Assigned in October 1844,
assigned to Ft Towson,
Oklahoma Territory, a
remote post that had only
15 officers.
First Army record of
Armistead serving with
Hancock.
Some 16 months later,
both (Armistead and
Hancock) were transferred
to Ft. Washita, Oklahoma
Territory – only six officers
here.

Served as aide-decamp to
his uncle, Brevet Brig.
General George Mercer
Brook.
On June 10, 1846, Mercer
was appointed
commander of the
Western Division of the
US Army. Brooke was in
charge of territory west
of the Mississippi River.
Operating out of
headquarters in New
Orleans, he was
responsible for
forwarding
reinforcements and
supplies to the field
armies of Generals
Zachary Taylor and
Winfield Scott in Mexico.

1846, April 25 –
1848, February 2

Served in the MexicanAmerican War with the
6th US Inf.

No active service in the
Mexican-American War.
Exactly what he did
during the war isn’t clear.
Detached service under
in uncle’s unit?

1847, February 16

Henry Heth, who
graduated from West
Point in 1847, reached
Mexico in time to serve
with the Sixth Infantry
beside “dear old Lewis
[Armistead], a kinsman of
mine.”
Heth and Armistead and
Winfield Scott Hancock, of
whom Armistead was
particularly fond, formed a
congenial junior officers’
mess. Armistead and his
chum Hancock explored
the region in tandem,
climbing the peaks soaring
above Mexico City.
In his cheerful and
anecdotal memoirs, Heth
preserved an interesting
perspective on his thirtyyear-old superior officer.
“Armistead was a goodnatured man,” Heth
wrote, “and I am afraid we
teased him too much.”
Hancock particularly guyed
his friend and messmate
about his appetite, in a
tale often told to fellow

Promoted to 1LT (six
years in grade) while
under his uncle’s
command.

Brevet Brig. General
Zachary Taylor, the
colonel of the 6th
US Inf, ceased to be
an officer of the
Sixth Infantry on
June 29, 1846, by
his promotion to the
grade of major
general. (In May of
1846 he had
received a brevet
promotion to major
general for his
performance in the
Battles of Palo Alto
(May 8) and Resaca
de la Palma (May 9),
north of the Rio
Grande River.

1847, August 20

1847, September 8

1847, September 12-13

officers. Armistead
customarily carved the
meat. By Hancock’s
account, “When we had a
turkey, chicken or duck for
dinner, Lewis would give
us a very small piece and
then say, ‘Boys, I will take
the carcass.’”
Made a brevet captain for
gallant and meritorious
conduct at the battles of
Contreras (Aug 19) and
Churubusco (Aug 20).

What was the
significance of these
battles and
Armistead’s role in
them?

At Churubusco, the
advancing line included
troops under Armistead,
Hancock, Longstreet,
Buckner, and Sedgwick—
all West Point comrades
and all destined for 1860s
fame.
Made a brevet major for
gallant and meritorious
conduct at the Battle of
Molino del Rey.

Battle of Contreras Wikipedia and
Battle of
Churubusco Wikipedia

What was the
significance of this
battle and
Armistead’s role in
it?
Battle of Molino del
Rey - Wikipedia
What was the
significance of this
battle and
Armistead’s role in
it?

Wounded at the Battle of
Chapultepec.
It was said that Armistead
was the first man to leap
into the ditch, while
George E. Pickett planted
an American flag nearby.
Two accounts have
Armistead wounded at
Chapultepec.
Between the MexicanAmerican War (April 25,
1846 – February 2, 1848)
and the American Civil
War, Armistead served at
numerous posts in the
American West.
In the early 1850s Lt.
Richard B. Garnett came
into unfriendly contact
with some Miniconjou
Sioux near Fort Laramie

and figured in the
opening stages of one of
the US Army’s least
successful Indian
encounters.
1850, December 12

1853, March 17
1853, June

Early 1855

First wife, Cecelia dies.
Assigned in 1849 to
recruiting duty in
Kentucky, where he was
diagnosed with a severe
case of erysipelas (an
infection of the upper
layers of the skin), but he
later recovered. In April
1850, the Armisteads lost
their little girl, Flora Love,
at Jefferson Barracks. He
was posted to Fort Dodge,
but in the winter he had to
take his wife Cecelia to
Mobile, where she died
December 12, 1850, from
an unknown cause.
Marries second wife,
Cornelia.
While Garnett
commanded at Fort
Laramie, a quarrel arose
between some of the
Miniconjou and a nearby
ferry operator. When a
sergeant from the fort
intervened, one of the
Sioux fired a musket at
him. Garnett sent two
dozen men under Lt. H. B.
Fleming to apprehend the
man who had fired the
shot, but the Indians ran
for cover and opened
fire. In the fight that
followed, three Sioux
were killed and two
captured.
Near what is now
Wheatland, Wyoming, an
Indian named Looking
Woman gave birth to a
son by Garnett, who
meanwhile had been
assigned to recruiting
duty in the East.

Any uncertainty
about parentage
that the Virginia
Garnetts may have
experienced
apparently found
resolution, because
they acknowledged

Garnett never tried to
contact either his
common-law wife or his
child after he left the
area to serve in Kansas.
(Hess 41)

the kinship. Louis
Garnett of the Essex
County, Virginia, line
addressed William
(“Billie”) Garnett,
the son of Richard
and Looking
Woman, in a letter
as “Dear Cousin.”
Louis told his cousin
that “most of the
admirable persons
of whom I write you
are your blood
relations… Your
grandfather and
mine were brothers.
We trace back to
the same ancestor…
Muscoe Garnett of
Essex County, Va.”
Billie Garnett spent
much of his life
working as a scout
and interpreter. He
was employed by
the noted Baptiste
Pourier,
accompanied a
delegation of chiefs
to Washington, met
U. S. Grant, served
at the Dull Knife
battle in November
1876, and witnessed
the death of Crazy
Horse. Billie died in
South Dakota in
1928.
Pickett also fathered
a son with an Indian
woman while on
duty in Washington
Territory. She died
in childbirth, and
Pickett essentially
abandoned the
child.

1855, August 2

Second wife, Cornelia, dies
during a cholera epidemic.

Armistead commanded at
Fort Riley, Kansas
Territory. At the beginning
of August 1855 the major
led his company up the
Smoky Hill River, leaving
his wife and children
behind. On August 3
Cecilia Love Armistead
died suddenly, one of
fifteen victims (fourteen of
them civilians) who fell
prey on that single day to
a virulent cholera
epidemic that swept the
post.

1855
Spring 1855 – Spring 1858

Given the losses in his
personal life up to this
point, Armistead likely
became quite sullen.
(McMillan)
Promoted to Captain
End-of-month postings
included:
Fort Riley, Kansas Territory
Smoky Hill, Kansas
Territory
Bent’s Fork
Pole Creek
Laramie River
Republican Fork, Nebraska
Territory
In September 1856,
Armistead’s company 423
miles, August 296 miles,
and September 323.

Promoted to Captain
(May 9)
End-of-month postings
included:
Fort Pierre, Nebraska
Territory
Camp Bacon
on board steamer “Clara”
Fort Leavenworth
Northern boundary,
Kansas Territory
Lecompton, Kansas
Territory
spring river, Kansas
Territory, Arkansas River,
Kansas Territory Kyle
Cimarron River
Willow Creek
North Fork Canadian
River
Camp Bateman (near
Leavenworth
During the winter of
1856-57, Garnett’s
company participated in
a grueling southern
boundary survey of
Kansas.

Hancock and Heth
remained with the
6th US Inf during this
period. Hancock was
a Lieutenant in
Garnett’s company
for a time, then for
years served as the
regimental adjutant.
Heth held down the
post of regimental
quartermaster.

End of May 1858

1858, August - November

1858, November - December

1859, February

1859, March

1859, August 5

Both Armistead and Garnett (and Hancock) were carried on the regimental
return as “En Route for Utah.” The 6th Inf essentially traveled together on this
march.
Long before the troops reach Utah, peace commissioners had wrung an accord
from the charged atmosphere. There was no war to be fought by the time the
regiment neared Utah.
The regiment received orders to march to Walla Walla, Washington Territory,
to deal with Indian troubles there. The best route to Walla Walla seemed to be
across the mountains to Benicia, California, and hence up the coast by
steamer. The 6th Inf left Fort Bridger, Wyoming on August 21, 1858. It
marched into the Sierra Nevada later in October from Nevada’s Carson Valley,
not far ahead of the schedule that a dozen years before had resulted and the
notorious quandary for the Donner Party in those same mountains. The
regiment reached Sacramento on November 11 and Benicia four days later.
The last leg of the journey to Walla Walla never came about because the 6th
Inf was deflected to a different corner of the West Coast. A party of
immigrants bound from Iowa to California had been beset on August 27 by
Mojave Indians as they attempted to cross the Colorado River in the vicinity of
modern Needles, California. By killing a dozen travelers, wounding that many
more, and pillaging the wagon train, the Mojave drew on themselves the
wrath of the army. Much of the 6th Inf headed to southern California to go
after them. The rest of the regiment remained near San Francisco. Armistead
was at the Presidio in San Francisco at the end of December 1858, and Garnett
was at Benicia.
Both men were on or near California’s southeastern border. Armistead and
Garnett would spend the remainder of their pre-Civil War careers in California
primarily in the barren wastes east of San Bernardino.
By the end of the month,
Garnett was at San
Armistead had reached
Bernardino, at Camp
Fort Mojave, where he
Prentiss, and then at Fort
remained through the
Yuma. This country was
blazing summer. This was
almost as desolate as that
desolate country.
around Fort Mojave.
Armistead leads 50
infantrymen in action
against 200 or more
Mojave Indians a dozen
miles into the desert
below Fort Mojave. He
was a brevet major at this
point. The fight went back
and forth a bit but ended
with the Mojave
withdrawing, having
suffered significant
casualties (23+ dead). This
was one of the sharpest
encounters fought by any
part of the regiment
during the two decades he
served with it.

1859, September

1860, October – 1861, April

1861

1861

Winfield Scott Hancock, Lo
Armistead, and Dick Garnett
had all served together in
California and Mexico in the
6th US Infantry. They were
close friends. In the early
summer of 1861 that the
famous farewell party, noted
in Almira Hancock's memoirs
and the movie "Gettysburg,"
was held at the Hancock
home in Los Angeles. Close
friends like Albert Sidney

Armistead is granted two
months leave, which was
extended for another six
months and then an
additional two months.
After two months on
detached service,
Armistead finally rejoined
his company at the New
San Diego Depot, where
he assumed command of
the post. He had been
away more than 13
months. He remained San
Diego through April 1861.

May 26, resigns
commission to join the
Confederate army.

During this time, Garnett
saw a great deal of the
same deserts but without
the action. He remained
at Fort Yuma through the
blistering summer of
1859. On September 20,
he was sick enough to
relinquish command of
his company for a full
month. In November
1859, Garnett moved to
Armistead’s old post, the
remote Fort Mojave. He
and his company
languished there until
September 1860, when
they returned to Benicia.
Garnett remained at
Benicia through the end
of 1861
Despite having been a
strong Union man
(Stewart 28), on May 17,
resigned commission to
fight for his home state of
Virginia. Commissioned a
major in the Regular
Confederate Army.

News of Fort Sumter
and the beginning of
the war on April 12
did not reach Los
Angeles until April
24. The regiment’s
enlisted men and
NCOs to a man
remained with the
regiment.
Special Orders put both on leave while their resignations were being
processed. As far as is known, both men continued to perform their US Army
duties until the resignations had been duly processed.
Did this farewell dinner occur as described here?
The story of the grand party first appeared in Almira Hancock's biography of
her late husband which was published in 1887, a year after the General's
death. Given the source, several generations of historians have taken it on
faith that there was a grand farewell party at the Hancock's Los Angeles home
in which six or so future Confederate officers, including Albert Sidney
Johnston, Garnett, and Armistead, all attended. Mrs. Hancock wrote about the
sadness of the evening as Mrs. Johnston sung "Kathleen Mavourneen." At this,
she said, "Hearts were filled with sadness over the surrendering of life-long
ties."
David Jordan, in his Hancock biography, writes of this party. Gods and
Generals, by Shaara the younger, embellishes this story and adds lots of pure

Johnston, Richard Garnett and
Lewis Armistead bid their final
goodbyes to the Hancock’s.
Johnston would be killed at
Shiloh, and Garnett and
Armistead would later battle
Hancock's forces at
Gettysburg.
http://www.drumbarracks.org

fiction. Using Monthly Post Returns and the Official Reports (on CD), we have
tracked the whereabouts of Mssrs. Garnett, Johnston, and Armistead during
the months of April through July of 1861. From this information it would
appear that Almira's widely accepted historical fact is incorrect. None of these
three fellows was in Los Angeles at the same time during 1861. They did,
however, pass through Los Angeles during the early part of 1861 and my guess
is that there were, as was the case across the nation, sad farewells given
between brother officers. My point here is how easy it is for history to be
based upon accounts of those who witnessed or participated in historical
events, such as Almira Hancock, but whose memories have faded by time that
they write of these events."
That Famous Hancock Farewell Party (wesclark.com)
Also, Almira Hancok's Famous Farewell Party. | Ladies Tea - War from a
Feminine Perspective (civilwartalk.com)

1861

1861, June - September

Special Orders put both on leave while their resignations were being
processed. As far as is known, both men continued to perform their US Army
duties until the resignations had been duly processed.
In company with the Los
Garnett traveled alone.
The Los Angeles
Angeles Mounted Rifles,
No details of his trip.
Mounted Rifles,
Brig. General Albert
some 80 men
Sydney Johnston, and
strong, was the only
others, Armistead trekked
Free State militia
through southern
unit that went
California on the Overland
Confederate. The
Stage Route, arriving at
Los Angeles
Yuma on July 4, on
Mounted Rifles through southern Arizona
Research OnLine
to El Paso (July 28) and
All along the route
eventually Richmond
there would also be
(September 15).
the ever-present
threat of attack by
hostile Indians. The
march would be
through some of the
hottest and driest
regions of the
continent where,
during the summer,
the temperature
could reach 120
degrees. There
would be very little
shade and what few
breezes there might
be only forced the
heat and dryness
into the body. The
path led over
drifting sands and
rocky wastelands.
Water sources were

1861, September

September 23, promoted
to rank of Colonel. Given
command of the 57th
Virginia Inf. For the next
seven months, the unit
manned defenses around
Richmond and near
Suffolk.

After an assignment in
Virginia as a Major of
artillery, on September
14 he was promoted to
rank of LTC in Cobb’s
Georgia Legion.

limited and often
unreliable. The
monotony of the
trail, accompanied
by their own trail
dust, would add
greatly to their
fatigue. Though
most of the marches
would be by night,
there would be little
real relief from
either the heat or
the dryness.
The 57th Virginia
was organized in
September 1861,
It participated in
many conflicts from
the Seven Days'
Battles to
Gettysburg, served
in North Carolina,
then saw action at
Drewry's Bluff and
Cold Harbor. The
57th continued the
fight in the
Petersburg trenches
north of the James
River and around
Appomattox.
It reported 113
casualties at
Malvern Hill and lost
more than sixty
percent of the 476
engaged at
Gettysburg (in
Armistead’s
brigade). There
were 7 killed, 31
wounded, and 3
missing at Drewry's
Bluff, and many
were disabled at
Sayler's Creek. On
April 9, 1865, the
unit surrendered 7
officers and 74 men.

1861, November 14

1862, April 1

Promoted to Brig.
General in command of
the 1st (“Stonewall”)
Brigade of the Valley
District of the
Confederate Army of the
Potomac.

Promoted to rank of Brig
General and given
command of a brigade in
the Confederate Army of
the Potomac (soon to be
renamed the AoNV) that
eventually consisted of
five Virginia regiments.

Armistead served with
Robert E. Lee’s AoNV at
the Battle of Seven Pines
(May 31 – June 1, 1862),
the Seven Days Battles
(June 25 – July 1, 1862),
the Second Battle of Bull
Run (August 28 – 30,
1862), the Battle of
Antietam (September 17,
1862), and the Battle of
Fredericksburg (December
11 – 15, 1862).

1862, June 1

Armistead led his men into
action for the first time at
the Battle of Seven Pines.

He was the second of
seven men to lead this
brigade. The men seemed
to have liked Garnett
better than Jackson, for
Garnett was careful of
their comfort and
welfare. They expressed
their preference by
refusing to salute Jackson
when he happened to
ride past, snubbing their
illustrious namesake. This
undoubtedly caused ill
feelings between the two
officers. (Hess, 41)
General “Stonewall”
Jackson arrested Garnett
for “neglect of duty” and
relieved him of his
command for ordering a
retreat at the First Battle
of Kernstown without
Jackson’s authorization.
Garnett requested a
court-martial so as to
clear his name.
The higher authorities
hesitated. Adjutant
General Cooper noted
that all general officers
were needed in the field,
rather than wasting their
time attending a court
martial, but Lee wanted
Garnett to have an
opportunity to clear his
name. To complicate
matters Jackson hesitated
for months before finally
preferring charges, and
then only at least urging.

1862, July 1

1862, August 6

Though the brigade
performed poorly,
Armistead fought bravely,
at one point having his
horse killed under him.
At Malvern Hill,
Armistead’s largely
unsupported brigade led
the assault against the
strong Union position and
was forced back, suffering
more than 350 killed and
wounded out of 1,200
engaged. After the war a
Georgia soldier wrote that
he and Armistead found
shelter behind a poplar
tree during the battle and
that the general took a
drink of brandy. According
to the soldier, Armistead
was known from then on
as the “Poplar general.”
Armistead's reputation
among his men was solid
but not high. He was a
rather gloomy man, a
product of his personal
tragedies, and a strict
disciplinarian. His ideas of
proper military conduct
often clashed with the
feelings of his citizen
soldiers. Armistead had
worked hard to overcome
criticism of his leadership
at Malvern hill, where he
allowed part of his brigade
to go forward
unsupported the fight with
union skirmishers and
then sent the sent the rest
to conduct a serious
assault in piece meal
fashion. The lack of
success and heavy losses
soured many men in his
command.

The court met in August
1862, and it was an
embarrassment for
Jackson. Witness after
witness testified that
Garnett was right to
order retreat. The court
adjourned to give Jackson
the opportunity to
withdraw his charges
rather than suffer the
humiliation of losing the
case.
Court-martial
proceedings against
Garnett lasted only one
day. They were
suspended, never to
convene again, when
Jackson ordered his
command to begin a
march that, three days
later, resulted in
the Battle of Cedar
Mountain. The court
never rendered a verdict.
In all probability,
Jackson’s action was not

The lingering stain
of Garnett’s
unfinished courtmartial remained,
and a fellow officer
in Pickett’s division
was moved to
observe that “He
was thereafter
anxious to expose
himself, even
unnecessarily, and
to wipe out
effectually by some
great distinction in
action, what he felt
to be an unmerited
slur upon his
military reputation.”

justified. (Warner, 99 and
Freeman, v2, 7-10)
Lee reinstated Garnett
and assigned him to
Longstreet’s Corps of the
Army of Northern Virginia
to command Pickett’s old
brigade of Virginia troops
in the late summer, the
same unit Pickett had led
in the Seven Days
Campaign. (Freeman, v2,
146-147 and 326)

1862, September 5

1862, September 6

During the Second
Manassas Campaign,
Armistead and his brigade
saw little action. During
the Maryland Campaign,
General Lee, recognizing
Armistead’s qualities,
appointed him Provost
Marshal for the army.
(Freeman, v2, 149)
He was well-suited for
such duty because,
according to a colonel in
his brigade, Armistead was
a “strict disciplinarian”
who believed that
“obedience to duty” was
“the first qualification of a
soldier.” Armistead was a
hard-bitten soldier.

1862, September 15

1862, November 26

Armistead’s brigade was
assigned to a new division
commanded by Maj.
General George E. Pickett.

Commanded the injured
George Pickett’s brigade
at the Battle of Antietam.
A colonel under his
command later wrote
that “while [Garnett] was
not a man of much
mental force, he was one
of the noblest and
bravest men I ever
knew.”
Assumed permanent
command of Pickett’s
brigade after Pickett was
promoted to division
commander.
His promotion upset
Colonel Eppa Hunton (8th

Pickett had been
injured at the Battle
of Gaines Mill.

And thus the two
began the final leg
of their military
careers.

1862, November 26 –
1863, May

1863, June

1863, July 3

Virginia Inf). He had
temporarily commanded
the brigade intermittently
and thought he had
earned the promotion
but remained in
command of his
regiment. (Stewart, 28)
At Fredericksburg (December 11–15, 1862), Pickett’s division occupied the
center of the Confederate line and saw no action. In the spring of 1863,
Garnett and his brigade took part in a foraging expedition to southeastern
Virginia and as a result missed the Chancellorsville Campaign (April 30–May 6,
1863).
Stonewall Jackson was gravely wounded at Chancellorsville and died soon after
from pneumonia. Upon Jackson's death, Garnett returned to Richmond where
the general's body lay in state. Despite his professional disagreement with
Jackson, Garnett set aside any ill will against him and served as a pall
bearer along with Longstreet, Ewell, and others at his funeral.
General Lee began his second invasion of the North. Pickett’s division, which
included Armistead’s and Garnett’s brigades, served as the AoNV’s rearguard.
As a result, the division didn’t arrive at Gettysburg until the afternoon of July 2,
1863.
Armistead's brigade (five
Garnett’s brigade (five
Garnett to
Virginia regiments) formed Virginia regiments) was in Armistead, before
the second rank of the
the front rank, in line
the advance began,
division, supporting
with Kemper’s brigade
“This is a desperate
Garnett and Kemper.
(also five Virginia
thing to attempt.”
Armistead replied,
regiments).
Shot three times while
“It is, but the issue is
leading his brigade during
Garnett was suffering
with the Almighty,
Pickett’s Charge.
from a fever and a badly
and we must leave it
In company with a handful bruised leg (kicked by
in his hands.”
another’s horse on June
of men, he scaled the
20 at Snicker’s Gap -- he
Armistead, when
stone wall and drove the
was forced to ride in an
the time came for
Union gunners from their
ambulance nearly all the
his brigade to go
pieces. He fell mortally
forward, “Rise, men!
wounded with his hand on way to Gettysburg while
Men, remember
a captured cannon, and as Colonel Eppa Hunton
took charge of the
what you are
the Confederate tide
fighting for – your
receded, was taken by the brigade. Hess 47) that
prevented him from
homes, your
enemy.
leading his men on foot
firesides, and your
Armistead’s brigade got
during Pickett’s Charge.
sweethearts. Follow
further than any
Instead, he led his men
me!” He kept 50
Confederate troops,
into battle mounted on a yards in front of
reaching their objective
horse, making him an
them as they went
before being driven back
easy target. (Colonel
forward. (Freeman,
by a Union counterattack.
Hunton, because of his
v3, 191-182)
Some historians refer to
fistula, also led his
Armistead’s advance as
regiment mounted.
the High Water Mark of
Stewart, 169)
the Confederacy.

Armistead definitely got
into the Angle. BG
Alexander Webb of the
2nd (Philadelphia)
brigade/Gibbon’s
division/II Corps,
commander at the wall,
wrote to his wife just a
few days after the battle,
“General Armistead, an
old army officer … came
over my fence and passed
me with four of his men.”
Armistead's wounds were
not believed to be mortal;
he had been shot in the
fleshy part of the arm and
below the knee, and
according to the surgeon
who tended him, none of
the wounds caused bone,
artery, or nerve
damage. He was taken to a
Union field hospital at the
George Spangler Farm.

1863, July 5

He died two days later. Dr.
Daniel Brinton, the chief
surgeon at the Union
hospital, had expected
Armistead to survive
because he characterized
the two bullet wounds as
not of a "serious

Garnett was dressed at
his finest, uniform coat
with general stars and
wreath, nearly new
trousers, and spurs on his
boots.
He took his post in front
of the brigade, mounted
a magnificent horse,
waved his hat, and
cheered his men. (Hess,
169)
Garnett rode along
shouting, “Steady, men!
Close up! A little faster;
not too fast! Save your
strength!” (Stewart, 202)
He was mortally
wounded, probably by
grapeshot, during the
charge.
Some 20 yards from the
federal battle line,
Garnett disappeared in
the flame and smoke, and
a few minutes later his
riderless horse, streaming
blood, came galloping to
the rear. (Warner, 99)
Despite being dressed as
a Confederate general,
his body was never
identified after the
fighting. It is supposed
that his sidearms and
Insignia of rank were
removed by a federal
soldier, and that as a
result, his body was
interred in a burial trench
with the unidentified
confederate debt.
(Warner, 99)
Almost certainly, Garnett
was buried in a mass
grave that Union soldiers
dug for the Confederates
who died at Gettysburg.

1872

character." He wrote that
the death "was not from
his wounds directly, but
from secondary bacterium,
fever and prostration.
Armistead is buried in Old
Saint Paul’s Cemetery,
Baltimore, next to his
uncle, Lieutenant Colonel
George Armistead,
commander of the
garrison of Fort
McHenry during the 1814
Battle of Baltimore.

In 1872, the remains from
that grave were removed
to Hollywood Cemetery
in Richmond, presumably
Garnett’s final resting
place.

Closing thoughts—
1. Armistead and Garnett were more of a matched pair than a bromance. The United States Army was a
small organization in its early days.* The officer corps was small and close-knit. There were interactions
between officers, especially at commensurate ranks, throughout careers, but this particular pairing was
a true case of parallel lives.
* When the War of 1812 began, only some 7,000 men served in the US military. (War of 1812 Quick Facts American
Battlefield Trust (battlefields.org)) In December 1860, the US Army’s authorized strength was some 18,000 officers
and men. (The Regular Army Before the Civil War, 1845-1860, pg. 50)

2. Armistead’s and Garnett’s lives, taking into account their immediate roots, provides an outstanding
snapshot of the US Army in the period from the War of 1812 through the Civil War.
3. Myth vs. Reality: They might have been little more than the proverbial ‘footnote in history” had it not
been for their immortalization in Michael Shaara’s Killer Angels and Ted Turner’s “Gettysburg” (with
Richard Jordan as Armistead and Andrew Prine as Garnett).
Ronald F. Maxwell wrote the screenplay and directed, as he did with prequel, Jeff Shaara’s “Gods and
Generals”.
Note that the depictions of Armistead and Garnett in the movie Gettysburg, while based on history, are
fiction. As author Tom McMillan stresses, “There’s a lot of fiction woven into the conversations and the
novelist Micheal Shaara [ author of The Killer Angels, upon which the movie is based,] did it so well you
often can’t separate fact from fiction.”
Ted Turner was the owner of the film's production company, Turner Pictures. He has an uncredited
appearance as Colonel Waller Tazewell Patton.

Colonel Patton commanded the 7th Virginia Inf in Kemper's Brigade, which formed the right of the
Confederate line during Pickett’s Charge. Colonel Patton was mortally wounded while leading his men
towards Cemetery Ridge. Part of his jaw was ripped away by an artillery shell fragment. He died in a
makeshift hospital at Pennsylvania College several weeks later. His first cousin, Lewis B. Williams, Jr.,
commanded another Virginia regiment in Pickett's Division and was also mortally wounded. An older
brother, George Smith Patton, was killed at the Third Battle of Winchester during the Valley Campaign
of 1864. Both George and Waller Patton are buried in the Stonewall Cemetery, a part of Mt. Hebron
Cemetery, Winchester, Virginia. Four other brothers were officers in the Confederate Army: Col. John
Mercer Patton, Col. Isaac Patton, Lt. James F. Patton, and Lt. Hugh Mercer Patton.
Waller Patton was a great-uncle of WWII’s General George Smith Patton (paternal grandson of above).
Attachments—
Sixth United States Infantry Regimental History [through the end of the Civil War]
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The Mexican War, Scott’s Campaign (map)
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“Armistead and Garnett,” from The Third Day at Gettysburg and Beyond, Gary W. Gallagher, ed.; Chapel
Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1998
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War, Tom McMillan; Guilford: Stackpole Books, 2021
Generals in Gray: Lives of Confederate Commanders, Ezra J. Warner; Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1987
Gettysburg: Day Three, Jeffrey D. Wert; New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001
Lee's Lieutenants [Vol 2, Cedar Mountain to Chancellorsville, and Vol 3, Gettysburg to Appomattox],
Douglas Southall Freemen; New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1971
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Pickett’s Charge: The Last Attack at Gettysburg, Earl J. Hess; Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina
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The Los Angeles Mounted Rifles - Research OnLine – provides an excellent description of Armistead’s (et
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Sixth United States Infantry
Regimental History
[through the end of the Civil War]
The Sixth United States Infantry was born during a story period of American history, nourished on the
ideals set forth in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, and reached maturity on the battlefields of
innumerable campaigns in 10 separate wars. It also has the distinction of having been commanded by
Colonel Zachary Taylor, who later became the twelfth president of the United States of America. The
present Sixth United States Infantry traces its lineage back to 11 January 1812, when the Congress
authorized a strengthening of the regular Army in preparation for the threatening conflict that became
known as the War of 1812. The unit was first known as the 11th Infantry Regiment and served as such
on the Canadian border throughout the War of 1812 under Colonel Henry Atkinson. During this war it
earned its first battle streamer - CANADA, in November 1813. On 5 July 1814, against the British at the
Battle of Chippewa, British commander Major General Phineas Riall saw the gray coats of the soldiers
and happily concluded that he was up against "Buffalo Militia." Suddenly realizing that the Americans
were coming through his artillery fire with unflinching precision, he blurted, "Those are regulars, by
God!" The Regiment held the center of the American line against a gallant British charge, and so the
regiment earned another battle streamer - CHIPPEWA. "Regulars, by God!" continues to this day to
identify the soldiers of the Regiment. Later in 1814, the 11th Regiment inflicted heavy casualties on the
British yet again, earning them the Campaign Streamer - LUNDY'S LANE. At the end of the war, on 3
March 1815, the 11th Infantry was consolidated with four other Infantry Regiments to form the Sixth
United States Infantry Regiment. The new regimental number "6" was based on the fact that the
commanding officer, Colonel Atkinson, was the sixth ranking colonel among all the regimental
commanders of the United States Army.
As a result of westward expansion of America, the Sixth Regiment was assigned to the western frontier
of the Nation. In March 1819, the 6th Regiment left Plattsburgh Barracks and floated down the Hudson
to New York City. They sailed by transport to Philadelphia, then marched to Pittsburgh. In May, the
expedition keelboated down the Ohio, then up the Mississippi and the Missouri to establish Cantonment
Missouri at Council Bluffs on the Missouri River in September 1819. It became Fort Atkinson the next
year. Once Cantonment Missouri was established, the expedition's leader, Col. Henry Atkinson, was
promoted to Brevet Brigadier General and transferred to St. Louis and district military headquarters. He
was replaced by Col. Henry Leavenworth, a popular and much admired veteran of the War of 1812. The
post's only important military action began on June 18, 1823, when the keelboat Yellow Stone Packet
arrived at the post bearing wounded and fleeing survivors of an Arikara Indian attack on the Fur Trading
Company of William Ashley, on the Missouri River, in what is now north-central South Dakota. More

than a dozen fur traders had been killed by the Ree, as they were commonly known, in a surprise attack.
Ashley and the remainder of his party were holed up on the river and in need of aid. Colonel
Leavenworth immediately ordered his 6th infantry troops to prepare for a campaign. Within four days
he was headed upriver with 220 soldiers and 30 of Ashley's survivors. Along the way he enlisted the aid
of 80 white trappers and several hundred Sioux warriors who were more than happy to fight the Arikara,
their traditional enemies. Before departing he sent the following message to General Atkinson at St.
Louis: "We go to secure the lives and property of our citizens, and to chastise and correct those who
have committed outrages upon them." Leavenworth's forces arrived at the Arikara villages on August 9,
and a short, sharp fight ensued, which ended with the Indians abandoning their villages and escaping.
Seven of the troopers were never to see Ft. Atkinson again, for they would become the first casualties of
the Indian Wars of the west, which were to last until the 1890's. This opening round of the Indian Wars
of the west is commemorated by the battle streamer that flies to this day from the regimental colors of
the 6th Infantry and reads - SOUTH DAKOTA 1823. On March 7, 1827, the Adjutant General of the Army
issued the following orders: "The military post at Fort Atkinson will be abandoned and the 6th Regiment
of Infantry will be stationed at Jefferson Barracks…"; and so the Regiment moved from Fort Atkinson to
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, where the city of St. Louis is now located. Two years later, four companies
of the Regiment were assigned escort duty along the Santa Fe Trail, protecting traders and travelers, and
the Regiment earned campaign streamer - KANSAS 1829. In 1831 and 1832, the regiment entered the
series of actions to be known as the Black Hawk War, against the Sac and Fox Indians. On 2 August 1832,
the 6th Infantry caught the Indians at the junction of the Bad Axe River with the Mississippi (in present
day Wisconsin), and killed most of Black Hawk's band (records say that 950 Sac were massacred),
earning the Campaign Streamer - BLACK HAWK.
In 1837, the units of the Regiment left Jefferson Barracks for Florida via Louisiana. As part of a force
commanded by Colonel Zachary Taylor, the Regiment entered the (Second) Seminole Indian War in
eastern Florida in 1837. It was the first "guerrilla-style" war fought by US troops. It was a place that was
cold and wet in winter, and hot and wet in summer; where only the Seminoles, alligators, snakes, and
mosquitoes knew how to survive; and where dysentery and malaria were the primary rewards for
Herculean efforts. There, the regiment won Campaign Streamer - SEMINOLE - for its actions near Lake
Okeechobee. The Regiment remained in Florida until restoration of peace and then returned to
Jefferson Barracks in 1842.
In 1843, Brevet Brigadier General Zachary Taylor became Colonel of the Sixth United States Infantry. The
Regiment was attached to General Winfield Scott's Army during the Mexican War in 1846 and through
its gallant actions won five battle streamers - VERA CRUZ, CERRO GORDO, CHURIBUSCO, MOLINO DEL
REY, and CHAPULTEPEC. The Sixth Infantry remained a part of the occupation army in Mexico until 1848
when it returned to Jefferson Barracks.
For the next ten years, elements of the Regiment were scattered over the Western Frontier, and saw
duty in what are now the states of Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, Missouri and the Dakotas, against
various Indian tribes. In 1854, elements of the regiment were sent to fight the Sioux Indians in the Battle
of Ash Hollow in the eastern portion of the Nebraska territories, earning the regiment another streamer
- NEBRASKA 1855. In 1857, the 6th Infantry fought and defeated the Cheyenne Tribe, and was awarded

Campaign Streamer - KANSAS 1857. In January 1858, the Regiment made a grand march across the
continent from Fort Leavenworth to the Pacific Ocean. Upon arrival in California, the Sixth was kept busy
for the next several years scouting, marching, and operating by companies and detachments against the
Indians in California and Arizona. During this time, the 1st Battalion of the Sixth Regiment was awarded
the campaign streamer - NEVADA 1860.
At the outset of the Civil War in April 1861, the Regiment was directed to hurry eastward from California
and join the Federal forces. According to one biographer of the time, "Several of the Regiment's best
and bravest officers, honest in the mistaken construction of the Constitution and true to their
convictions as to their duty, had tendered their resignations and given themselves to the Confederate
cause." The Regiment was in California in April 1861. It was then concentrated in Washington, D.C., from
October 31, 1861, to January 31, 1862. It was attached to Sykes' Regular Infantry, Reserve Brigade, Army
of the Potomac, until May 1862, and then the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, 5th Army Corps, Army
Potomac, until June 1863. From there it was assigned to 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 5th Army Corps, until
August 1863, to Department of the East until May 1865, and District of Savannah, Ga., Department of
the South, until October 1865. The Regiment began duty in the Defenses of Washington, D. C., until
March 1862. From there it moved to the Virginia Peninsula, where it participated in the Siege of
Yorktown, April 5-May 4, and Chicahominy Creek in Virginia, bringing Campaign Streamer - PENINSULA.
From there it moved to Richmond between June 25 and July 1. The Regiment participated in the Battles
of Mechanicsburg on June 26; Gaines' Mill on June 27; Turkey Bridge on June 30; and Malvern Hill on
July 1. The Regiment was at Harrison's Landing until August 16, followed by movement to Fortress
Monroe, and thence to Centerville August 16-28. It participated in Pope's Campaign in Northern Virginia
August 28-September 2, with the Battle of Groveton on August 29. The Second Battle of Bull Run
followed on August 30, and the 6th was awarded campaign streamer - MANASSAS. Following that was
the Maryland Campaign from September 6th to the 22nd. The Battle of Antietam, Md., was September
16-17, and brought Battle Streamer - ANTIETAM. This was followed by Shepherdstown Ford on
September 19 and 20, and picket duty at Sharpsburg, Md., until October 29. Between October 29 and
November 19, the Regiment moved to Falmouth, VA. Along the way it fought the Battle at Snicker's Gap
on November 3. From December 12th to the 15th, the 6th was north of the Rappahannock River
overlooking Fredericksburg, Va., participating in a number of important engagements there, and earning
campaign streamer - FREDERICKSBURG. That was followed by the "Mud March" January 20-24, 1863.
The Chancellorsville Campaign followed from April 27-May 6, with the Battle of Chancellorsville May 1-5,
when the regiment earned campaign streamer - CHANCELLORSVILLE. After Chancellorsville, the
Regiment moved north into Pennsylvania, fighting the Gettysburg Campaign from June 11th to July 24th.
At the Battle of Gettysburg from 1 to 3 July, the Regiment earned campaign streamer - GETTYSBURG.
Pursuit of Lee occurred between July 4-24. Then the Regiment moved to New York City August 16-21,
and thence to Fort Hamilton, N. Y. Harbor, with duty there until May 17, 1865. Between May 17th and
21st, the Regiment moved to Savannah, Ga., and had duty in District of Savannah, Ga., until October,
1865. During the American Civil War, the 6th U.S. Infantry Regiment lost during service 2 Officers and 29
Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded, and 1 Officer and 43 Enlisted men by disease. Total lost: 75.
Regimental History (a-1-6.org)

57th Virginia Infantry Regiment
Confederate Regiments & Batteries > Virginia

1861
September

Organized under the command of Colonel Lewis Armistead and Lieutenant Colonel
George W. Carr. The regiment was created on the nucleus of Keene’s Infantry
Battalion, to which five new companies were added.
1862

April 1

Colonel Armistead was promoted to brigadier general. The 9th, 14th, 38th, 53rd and
57th Virginia were brigaded together under Brigadier General Lewis Armistead in
Richard Anderson’s Division of Longstreet’s Command,

April 24

Lieutenant Colonel Carr was promoted to colonel. and Captain Garland B. Hanes of
Company A was promoted to major.

May

Colonel Carr and Major Hanes were dropped in the army reorganization. Captain
Elisha Ford Keen was elected colonel and Captain David Dyer was elected major.

June

Major Dyer was elected to lieutenant colonel.

July 1

Malvern Hill
The regiment lost 113 casualties.

July 30

Colonel Keen resigned. Lieutenant Colonel Dyer was promoted to colonel and Captain
John Bowie Magruder of Company H to lieutenant colonel.

August 30

Second Battle of Manassas (Bull Run)

September
13

Capture of Harpers Ferry

September
17

Battle of Sharpsburg (Antietam)

September
19

Battle of Shepherdstown

November 7

The regiment was transferred with the rest of Armistead’s Brigade to Pickett’s
Division of Longstreet’s newly-designated First Army Corps.

December
13

Battle of Fredericksburg

December

Winter quarters at Guiney Station

The regiment was commanded by Captain William Ramsey, while Colonel Dyer was
absent from the regiment.

The regiment covered the river bank at Pack Horse Ford. Colonel Hodges,
commanding the brigade since Armistead was wounded at Sharpsburg, reported that
the brigade consisted of no more than 50 to 60 men.

Commanded by Colonel David Dyer

1863
January 12

Colonel Dyer resigned. Lieutenant John B, Magruder was promoted to colonel.

February 4

Captain Clement R. Fontaine of Company A was promoted to major.

FebruaryApril

Detached from the Army of Northern Virginia on Longstreet’s Suffolk Expedition

April 29

Left Suffolk for the Rappahannock

June 25

Crossed the Potomac at Williamsport, Maryland

July 2-3

Battle of Gettysburg
The regiment was commanded by Colonel John B. Magruder and brought 476 men to
the field. It
“woke at 3 a.m. on July 3 and moved to Seminary Ridge. That afternoon it took part in
Pickett’s Charge as the support brigade on the right flank of the attack, breaking the

Union line at The Angle before being thrown back with heavy casualties. Colonel John
B. Magruder and Lt. Colonel Benjamin H. Wade were both mortally wounded, with
Colonel Magruder also captured. Major Clement R. Fontaine took over the regiment.”
Officer casualties were heavy. Captain John Smith and Lieutenants P. Fletcher Ford,
Isaac Prillaman, Andrew Styne, and James Styne were killed. Captains David P.
Heckman, William Ramsey, and John Taylor and Lieutenants Abram Holland, Christian
Prillaman, and William Thomson were wounded. Lieutenant Marquis Boone was
wounded and captured. Captains Daniel Arrington and David Dickinson and
Lieutenants Leroy Dyer, Benjamin Philpott, and Edward Robinson were captured.
From the monument to Armistead’s Brigade on the Gettysburg battlefield:
July 2. Arrived about sunset and bivouacked on the western border of Spangler’s
Woods.
July 3. In the forenoon formed line behind Kemper and Garnett east of the woods.
When the cannonade ceased advanced to support Kemper’s and Garnett’s Brigades
forming the right of Longstreet’s Corps. Its losses being less at first than those of the
other brigades it passed the Emmitsburg Road in compact ranks and as the front line
was going to pieces near the stone wall pushed forward and many of its men and
some from other commands responding to the call and following Gen. L. A. Armistead
sprang over the wall into the Angle and continued the desperate struggle until he fell
mortally wounded beyond the stone wall.
July 4. Spent the day in reorganization and during the night began the march to
Hagerstown.
July 5

Major Clement R. Fontaine was promoted to colonel and Captain David Heckman of
Company C was promoted to major.
Brigadier General George Steuart took command of the brigade

July

Escorted prisoners back to Virginia

September

Detached from the Army of Northern Virginia and assigned to the Department of
Richmond
1864

May 16

Drewry’s Bluff
The regiment lost 7 men killed, 31 wounded, and 3 missing

May 21-23

Rejoined the Army of Northern Virginia, assigned to Kemper’s-Terry’s Brigade,
Pickett’s Division, 1st Corps.

May 23-26

North Anna

June 1-3

Battle of Cold Harbor

June

Petersburg Siege begins
1865

April 1865

Commanded by Lieutenant Colonel William H. Ramsey

April 1

Battle of Five Forks
Major Heckman was captured at Dinwiddie Court House.

April 6

Battle of Sayler’s Creek

April 9

Appomattox Court House
The regiment surrendered 7 officers and 74 enlisted men.

57th Virginia Infantry Regiment (civilwarintheeast.com)

