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Gunboats passing Vicksburg
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Map Of The Siege Of Vicksburg, Miss. - David Rumsey Historical Map Collection

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~1248~100078:Map-Of-The-Siege-Of-Vicksburg,-Miss
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What is a redoubt, redan, and lunette?

A redoubt is an enclosed square or rectangular earthwork with four fronts and four angles.

A redan is a triangular earthwork used to cover points to the rear such as bridges or river fords, 

and had two fronts and three angles.

A lunette was employed in much the same fashion as a redan, with two faces forming a salient 

angle, two flanks adjoining the faces, and the rear open to interior lines.

Frequently Asked Questions - Vicksburg National Military Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)

https://www.nps.gov/vick/faqs.htm




Stockade Redan

2nd Texas Lunette





13-inch Mortar Used During the Siege of Vicksburg

• Manufactured: 1860 - 1864
• Tube Composition: Iron
• Bore Diameter: 13 inches
• Overall weight: Over 17,000 lbs
• Standard Powder Charge: 20 lbs
• Projectiles: 200 lbs Round 

Mortar Shells
• Tube Length: 56.5 inches
• Max range: 4,235 yards (45°

elevation)
• Effective range: 1,000 yards (CEP 

50% -- what is “danger close” for 
Union lines?)
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Union troops of the 1st New York Engineers
digging a sap with a sap roller on Morris Island, 1863

British sappers Working Behind Sap Roller - 1871









Federal Battery Sherman, June 1863



A 24-pounder bronze Coehorn mortar weighing 164 pounds by itself, or just under 300 
pounds with its four-handle bed, could be lugged into action by 2 men, but four men 
could rush it into many unprepared locations where it could lob explosive shell into 
masked targets at ranges of 20 to 1,200 yards. The piece fired a standard 24-pounder shell 
(weight 16.8 lbs.) and a half-pound of powder.







Title
Interview between Grant and Pemberton
Summary
Print shows Union General Ulysses S. Grant 

and Confederate General John C. 
Pemberton discussing the terms of 
the capitulation of Vicksburg, 
bringing to an end the Union siege 
of the city.



• US flag raised over Vicksburg Courthouse
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Capt. Coxe's (the 1st Indiana Heavy Artillery) 
Battery, Port Hudson, Louisiana, 1863
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[The Siege of Port Hudson: "Forty Days and Nights in the Wilderness of Death" (Teaching with Historic Places) (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)]

https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-siege-of-port-hudson-forty-days-and-nights-in-the-wilderness-of-death-teaching-with-historic-places.htm


[The Siege of Port Hudson: "Forty Days and Nights in the 
Wilderness of Death" (Teaching with Historic Places) (U.S. 
National Park Service) (nps.gov)]

https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-siege-of-port-hudson-forty-days-and-nights-in-the-wilderness-of-death-teaching-with-historic-places.htm


Rear Admiral David G. Farragut, c. 1863

[Perello, 155]



Atchafalaya River and BayouTeche
Atchafalaya Heritage Trail Site at Franklin Historic District

http://waterheritage.atchafalaya.org/trail-sites.php?trail=Franklin-Historic-District


GROVER

[Siege of Port Hudson: Last Bastion on the Mississippi - Warfare History Network]

https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/2016/10/21/siege-of-port-hudson-last-bastion-on-the-mississippi/


[Perello, 165]



[Perello, 157] [Perello, 161]
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Model 1841 6-pounder gun
This model was first adopted by the United States in 1841 and was used to good effect during the Mexican War. By the time of the

Civil War, however, it was nearing the end of its usefulness, having been surpassed by newer and more powerful models. The 
outbreak of war gave the Model 1841 a new lease on life, as large numbers of these guns were in both Northern and Southern 

arsenals, and they were pressed into service until newer models could be built.
Artillery During the Siege of Vicksburg – Mississippians in the Confederate Army (wordpress.com)

• Manufactured: 1841
• In service: 1841 – 1868
• Number built: 854+
• Tube Composition: Bronze and Iron
• Bore Diameter: 3.67 inches
• Tube Length: 60 inches
• Overall weight: 880 lbs
• Action: Muzzle loading smoothbore
• Crew: 9
• Rate of fire: 2 rounds/minute
• Projectiles: Case and canister
• Max range: 1,523 yards (5° elev)

https://mississippiconfederates.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/snap-2014-05-13-at-20-22-02.png
https://mississippiconfederates.wordpress.com/2014/05/14/artillery-during-the-siege-of-vicksburg/amp/


Model 1857 12-pounder gun-howitzer
Invented in France and named for the Emperor Napoleon III, the Model 1857 was adopted by the United States army in 1857. One of 
the most popular smoothbore guns used in the war, the Napoleon was a versatile weapon that could fire solid shot, explosive shell, 
explosive case shot, and canister. Both the Union and the Confederacy manufactured these cannon during the war, and they can be 

distinguished by looking at the muzzle. Union-made guns swell at the muzzle, while Confederate-made guns have a straight barrel with 
no muzzle swell. In 1863, General Lee was so impressed by the M1857 that he had all six-pounders in the AoNV gathered up and sent 

to Richmond to be melted down and re-cast into 12-pounders.

• Manufactured: 1857-1864
• In service: 1841 – 1868
• Number built: 1,600+
• Tube Composition: Bronze and iron
• Bore Diameter: 4.62 inches
• Tube Length: 62 inches
• Overall weight: 2,500 lbs
• Action: Muzzle loading smoothbore
• Crew: 7
• Rate of fire: 2 rounds/minute
• Projectiles: Case, fuse, grape, and 

canister
• Effective range: 1,680 yds (5° elev)
• Max range:   yards (5° elev)

https://mississippiconfederates.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/12-pounder-napoleon-edwin-forbes.jpg


10-pounder Parrott rifle, Model 1861
Invented by Robert P. Parrott, the superintendent of West Point Foundry in Cold Spring, New York, this gun was widely produced 

by the Union. They were liked by the Confederacy as well, and they were manufactured in considerable numbers for the Southern
armies. The Parrott can be quickly recognized by its distinctive iron-reinforcing band on the breech of the gun. This band provided 

additional strength to the cannon to help it withstand the stress of firing.

• Manufactured: 1861 – 1865
• In service: 1861 – 1865
• Number built: 630
• Tube Composition: Bronze and iron
• Bore Diameter: 2.91 inches
• Tube Length: 78 inches
• Overall weight: 1,227 lbs
• Action: Muzzle loading rifled bore
• Crew: 5
• Rate of fire:   
• Projectiles: Rifled shell
• Effective range: 1,950 yards (5° elev)
• Max range: 5,000 yards

https://mississippiconfederates.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/model-1861-10-pounder-parrott-rifle.jpg


3-inch (10 Pounder) Ordnance rifle
Invented by John Griffen in 1855, the 3-inch Ordnance rifle was one of the most popular and accurate small-caliber rifled 

cannon used during the Civil War. These guns were constructed using a wrought iron forging and welding process that produced 
a very strong weapon that easily withstood the stresses of firing black powder charges. The Union built over 1,000 of these guns

during the war. The South never manufactured this model, but they used all that they captured.

• Manufactured: 1861 – 1865
• In service: 1861 – 1865
• Number built: 1,000+
• Tube Composition: Iron
• Bore Diameter: 3 inches
• Tube Length: 73 inches
• Overall weight: 1,100 lbs approx
• Action: Muzzle loading rifled bore
• Crew: 5
• Rate of fire:   
• Projectiles: Rifled bolt
• Effective range: 1,835 yards (5° elev)
• Max range: 3,500 yards

https://mississippiconfederates.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/3-inch-ordnance-rifle.jpg


32-pounder Seacoast gun
In service for decades before the Civil War in many different models, the 32-pounder Seacoast gun was widely used by the 

Confederates at Vicksburg in the river batteries. Although designed as a smoothbore, both sides rifled many of these guns to 
increase their accuracy and range. 32-pounders were often mounted using a front-pintle barbette carriage, which was stationary 

and not easily moved once put into position.

https://mississippiconfederates.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/32-pounder-seacoast-gun.jpg


42-pounder Seacoast gun
Similar in construction to the 32-pounder, the 42-pounder Seacoast gun was used by the Confederates in the river batteries, 
both in its original smoothbore configuration and in the modified rifle version. The Union army served two 42-pounder rifled 
guns at Battery Benton during the siege that had been borrowed from the ironclad USS Benton. Like the 32-pounder, these 

guns were generally mounted on a front pintle barbette carriage.

https://mississippiconfederates.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/42-pounder.jpg


30-pounder Parrott rifle
Parrott rifles came in a number of sizes: The 30-pounder was classified as a siege and garrison weapon, as it was not easy to 
transport due to its weight. The tube alone was 4,200 pounds. The cannon generally used a wooden siege carriage, and the 

Union artillery had a number of guns in this configuration during the siege of Vicksburg. The 30-pounder was an accurate 
weapon, but all of the larger Parrott rifles were plagued with a distressing tendency to blow up due to the great stress placed 

on the iron gun by the shock of firing.

• Manufactured: 1861 – 1866
• In service: 1861 – 1865
• Number built: 
• Tube Composition: Cast iron (with 

wrought iron breach band)
• Bore Diameter: 4.2 inches
• Tube Length: 131.5 inches
• Overall weight: 6,500 lbs
• Action: Muzzle loading rifled bore
• Crew:
• Rate of fire:   
• Projectiles: Shell, long shell, hollow 

shot
• Effective range: 4,800 yards (15° elev)
• Max range: 8,453 yards (35° elev)



For those attending the main Round Table's field artillery presentation this week and wondering about how field artillery 
differed from the heavy guns that Grant brought in for the Vicksburg siege, I have attached this photo of Battery L of the 2nd 
New York Heavy Artillery. I had not seen this photo until recently, but it provides a nice illustration of the firing platforms
constructed for such gun emplacements.  --Jeff Ewing, 210509



10-inch Columbiad
An old design, the Columbiad was first adopted by the United States in 1811, as one of the main weapons to defend the nation’s 

seacoast. These very large guns had a smoothbore tube weighing 15,400 pounds, and the Confederates used a number of them in the 
river defenses at Vicksburg.

https://mississippiconfederates.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/10-inch-columbiad.jpg

