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 The TVCWRT is open for business Thursday, November 12, and we will configure 

seating to maximize your safety and health. (note the Little Round Table has met three 

months in a row at the Elks with no ill effects reported.) 

1. Enter side lobby door (not the bar door) with mask on. Honor system that you do 
not have temperature or showing symptoms; have not traveled to COVID hotspots 
or have person now in your residence with symptoms. 

2. Mask to remain on, except when sitting to eat or drink in dining room. (no smoking) 
3. 5:30--food and drink available in dining room.  Sandwiches and a dinner special 

only, the server will take your order. Please do not go to the register to order or 
pay.  ---NO BUFFET 

 

Meeting set up in ballroom guidance: 

1. Keep masks on during program, before and after; wear to move around 
(bathroom) 

2. Seating will be in groupings of 4 chairs; six feet apart. Not necessary to fill 
chairs as arranged. You may move chairs to sit solo or in other groupings 

such as with family but practice social distancing. 6 feet apart from 
others. 

     For those who notice: There has been no smoking in the room we meet in at the Elk’s 
since March. There will be NO further smoking in that room in the future.  You will notice 
a fresher atmosphere in the ball room and we expect it to get even better over future 
months.  Smoking is permitted in the bar area but the doors will be shut during our visits. 
You must go outside to smoke a cigar.  
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TVCWRT Field Trip: Saturday October 24th, the 2020 Tullahoma Campaign of 1863 
field trip records; “Mission Accomplished”  
  John Scales organized the field trip and Greg Biggs performed as expected, highlighting 

the characters and events in his normal flashing style. Then there was the 
extraordinarily   challenging logistics, and maneuver. Rhea Cole added a lesson on flag 
signing that proved an extraordinarily innovative use of a fledgling Signal Corps. The 
trip illustrated a more compelling perspective of Rosecrans Generalship than many of 
his critics illustrate. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Gregg Biggs, our guide and friend of the Round Table lecturing at 
a stop along the campaign trail.  

 



 

Announcements:  
     Thursday, November 12, Phil Wirey, of the Morgan County Historical Society 
will present; Confederate Generals with ties to Decatur and Morgan County, 

with an emphasis on General James Longstreet.  Longstreet lived and was 
schooled in Somerville, then the county seat of Morgan 
County.  We will review his and his family time in Morgan 

County as well as life after he was appointed to West Point. 
   Phil was raised in the small town of Clinton (originally 

called Burrsville) just outside of Knoxville, Tennessee.  After 
finishing public school, he attended Carson Newman Baptist 
College and the University of Tennessee where at UT he 

received a chemical engineering degree in 1979.  That same 
year he went to work for 3M in Decatur, where he worked for 

36 years before retiring.  As a hobby he researches local 
history, gives talks, and conducts walking tours about 

Decatur history he has rediscovered. 

   Phil became involved with local history while researching his family’s history 
and joined the Morgan County Genealogical Society where he has served as vice-
president and is a past winner of the Elbert Minter Award.  Phil is currently the 

vice president of the Morgan County Historical Society.  His historical research 
has led him to studies of the early Decatur – Trinity area and its first settlers 

along with working with the Alabama Historical Commission in registering 
Kimbell and Fennel Cemeteries in Trinity.  He helped document the Garth and 
Menefee cemeteries in West Decatur and the Lafayette Street Cemetery located 

in downtown Decatur.  His work has included documentation of the Old State 
Bank directors and presidents, the founding fathers of Decatur, and early local 

Paleo and Archaic archeological sites and archeologists that worked these sites 
in the 1950’s and 1960’s, as well as supplying input for the Native American 
Trail Signs at Point Mallard.  Phil has worked with the English Department at 

Calhoun in researching the burial site of the southwest humorist, George 
Washington Harris, whose last residence was in Decatur.  He has worked with 
the local churches in documenting early church locations, ministers, and 

members in the Decatur area. Phil has also developed various maps of the Trinity 
and Decatur area including downtown Decatur City plot maps, Decatur Civil War 

landmark maps, and various maps on early homes and businesses in downtown 
Decatur.  His past work included working with Sheryll Cashin, Georgetown 
University professor, in promoting her book, The Agitator’s Daughter, which 

documented Decatur’s Cashin family.  Along with this he documented early 
prominent African American families in the Decatur area for The 

Decatur/Morgan County Convention & Visitors Bureau video entitled Lift Every 
Voice and Sing. 

   He assisted the 3M Corporate office in obtaining multiple donations to both 
the Oakville Indian Mounds in Lawrence County and the Walls of Jericho Project 
with the Nature Conservancy in Jackson County.   

Phil Wirey 



 

Phil married the former Beth Hale of Decatur and they have two daughters and 
four grandchildren. 
 

Let’s go to Nick’s 

  A tradition continues; Thursday 17 December, 2020: Let’s go to Nick’s at 
1830hrs, 6:30 pm to celebrate a lost year and commiserate on the 
possibilities of an exciting 2021 in TVCWRT history. Spouses and 

significant others are welcome. Depending on the Covid-19 guidance, now 
seating is limited to approximately 30 seats but that could change on 

December 11th. Make your reservation by calling 256 489 8280 and tell 

them you are a member of the TVCWRT.  

 
  Nick expresses his thanks and 
that of his staff for the support 

that friends and customers 
have shown over the last couple 

of months. Nick’s is open for 
business with dining room 
service. Check out the website 

for details and reservations.  

www.nicksristorante.com 
 

   
 

 
 

 

 
In the Dark of night, Thursday, October 22nd 
the City/County politicians removed the 

Confederate monument from the courthouse grounds to Maple 
Hill Cemetery. An attempt to get an injunction to prevent the 

removal was refused. 

In Honor of Her Men, By Marjorie Ann Reeves 

   Many of Huntsville’s citizens in 1905 remembered the invasion 
by the Union Army; the destruction and the hunger of the 1860’s.  

After the war, the ladies of the South formed local organizations 
to help the men who did make it home from the War Between the 

States and their families. Many had lost everything to 
destruction by the “yankees”. The ladies also wanted the men 

who didn’t make it back to be remembered.  The ladies’ organizations across the 

South joined together to become the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC). 
“Objects of the UDC organization shall be social, benevolent, collection of records 

Say Hello to Nick, of Nick's Ristorante. It remains the #1 
steakhouse in Northeast Alabama and has the Best Chef 

in the Valley as voted in the Planet. 

The Smith’s get the 
Nick's adventure 

  The vacant 
location where the 
Confederate 
Memorial once 
stood at the 
Madison County 
Court House. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jmNHjtzpsYcZGdwPp5gLodL6bMsMd0cpgjAFmsjUcid6aJh6hRHZQxRqZl6t9uXOI7BwAwysbQEVn53aDtImCpP7Rtj520LyS00KZBBa7Yl_HyLZ-kjodrkgUMfvEgWT9sCkdEIghHJmTZ1ZrBv8G18bfZPHqIGbttBAsfbuVBdDQcySsonfMg==&c=hG-q2AuNE_RQ-ZnZFxekpepxqjmyJ0u4wenB0DUAhlBhQtUW31YsGw==&ch=y97rKqRwOKJh3Pv88kKYP8dcwSyKeQA3_BI_c8KSVNToQa_77JgO-A==


 

and incidents of the Confederate war, and preservation of the historical truth. This 
is to perpetuate the memories of the men who lost their lives in that struggle, to lay 
before the rising generation an impartial and just account of their deeds. 
Qualifications of members, any woman who is the mother, widow, wife, sister or 
lineal descendant of one who served in the army, navy, or civil service of the 
Confederate States, or who gave personal aid to the cause, and was loyal to the 
South during the war shall be eligible.” 
   The Huntsville Alabama Chapter #195 was organized on February 5, 1898. The 
charter was signed by Mrs. Annie Southern Tardy, Mrs. E. C. Humes, Mrs. J. C. 
Clanton, Mrs. S. Dox, Mrs. J. B. Laughlin, Miss Sarah Lowe, Miss Floren Lyle, 

Mrs. James Matthews, and Mrs. Sallie Pynchon. In 1905, Mrs. Mae made the 
motion that the chapter name be changed to Virginia Clay-Clopton and the 

chapter received its charter on October 4, 1907. The main duty of the 
organization was to care for the veterans by visiting them, giving parties for them, 
and paying for their health care. Mattie Allison, a member, wrote, “Confederate 

soldier’s return was more pathetic than his departure. He returned weary, 
ragged, heavy hearted, leaving many comrades in nameless graves. If there was 

a home to come back to, it was destitute.”  
   The Huntsville Alabama Chapter of the UDC organized a fund-raising 
campaign to have a statue made in honor of those that were lost to the war. 

These ladies were wives, daughters, and sisters of the men of war, and the UDC 
wanted to show their love and appreciation for the lives given for the protection 
of their homes and families. The ladies held fund-raising teas, handkerchief 

sales, rummage sales, socials, masked balls, and afternoon parties working for 
six years to raise funds for a statue. The members of the UDC chapter raised 

$2,500 which purchased a block of Vermont granite and hired a sculptor, Mr. 
Oscar Hummel of Huntsville, who did the sculpture of Mr. Jim Mott Robinson of 
Hazel Green as he posed.  

   The UDC joined in many activities of the Egbert J. Jones Camp of the United 
Confederate Veterans (UCV) in Huntsville. The ladies contributed money to the 
courthouse for the Confederate room and maintained it where the veterans met 

each month. At the meetings there was always a special seat for Matt Gray, a 
well know black who served in the Confederacy. The ladies attended with 

refreshments for all and contributed to the programs. They furnished the room 
with many pictures including General Robert E. Lee, General Thomas Jackson, 
and others. The chapter also honored the Veterans with a Christmas party every 

year. As the veterans passed away, Commander J. A. Steger of the Egbert J. 
Jones Confederate Veterans Camp assigned all relics, effects, and property of the 

camp to the Virginia Clay-Clopton Chapter on April 5, 1934. 



 

   The date November 21, 1905, was set to celebrate the presentation to the 
citizens of Madison Country. A large parade started the celebration. Giving a 

speech, Mrs. Clay-Clopton said, “We have come to offer our loyalty, our homage, 
and undying devotion of our hearts to those who, though dead, yet live in the 

hearts of their countrymen and countrywomen.” 
She pulled the cord unveiling the statue and the 
ceremony began.  There were 300-400 Confederate 

Veterans that attended the event. Governor Jelks 
and ex-Governor Joseph Johnson spoke to the 
crowd. In attendance were General George 

Harrison, General J. N. Thompson, Captain Milton 
Humes, Congressman William Richardson, Mayor 

Thomas W. Smith, E. H. Foster, Judge W. T. 
Lawler, and Robert C. Brickell served as master of 
ceremony.  Thousands of citizens were on hand for 

the dedication. A luncheon was provided for all the 
veterans at the Huntsville Hotel.  

   A Union soldier wrote, “All the bitterness has gone out of my heart, and, in 
spite of the Confederate bullet in my body, I do not hesitate to acknowledge that 
their valor is part of the common heritage of the 

whole county.” Statues were placed at 
courthouses across the South between 1905 
and 1920 because the veterans were dying and 

it took years for the South to recover 
economically from the war. The North had 

already began putting up statues soon after the 
war and having Congress make battlefields into 
Federal Parks. 

   During the 1966 construction of a new 
courthouse, the statue was moved across the 
street to a spot in the historic courtyard north 

of the First National Bank building next to Cotton Row and tied to a stone column 
with heavy rope to prevent vandalism. Unfortunately, one day a strained cable 

collapsed and a massive brick wall fell on the statue June 29, 1966. Mrs. R. G. 
Moore, president of the chapter, was working in her garden and couldn’t be 
reached.  The city sent a patrol car out to her home and brought her back to the 

scene of the crime. Again, the UDC paid for a statue to be made by taking the 
demolition contractor, Gadsden Scaffold Company, Inc., to court winning a 

$9,810 settlement in 1968.  The Madison County Commission stated they would 
give $2,657 more to help cover the hunk of the award taken for lawyer’s fees. 
The City Council agreed that the statue belonged to the UDC and they could 

decide where to place it which was on the courthouse square where the original 
was placed. James Records, the County Commission Chairman, said the statue 
would be placed back in its position on the courthouse square facing South. 

In front of the 3rd Madison County 
Courthouse. 

Confederate Veterans Magazine, 
1905. 



 

   Now, just as in the beginning of the 
organization, the UDC Chapter continues 

to honor the men who serve their country. 
During World War I, the chapter knitted 

sweaters for the boys of Madison County 
who were in the armed forces. Mrs. Annie 
Robertson used the same knitting needle 

that was used to knit for the Confederate 
soldiers. The UDC ladies provided a $5,000 
bench for the Madison County Veterans 

Memorial Park. They often provide gifts 
and visits to the veterans at the Floyd E 

“Tut” Vann State Veterans home. The Virginia Clay-Clopton chapter gave 
pictures of General Robert E. Lee and President Jefferson Davis to Huntsville 
High School and books to schools and libraries. The UDC is a part of the 

community organizations that work for the good of their cities wherever they are 
located and support the armed forces. The Virginia Clay-Clopton Chapter of the 

UDC continues to look after the Confederate statue at the courthouse and defend 
it when necessary against the changing times and the efforts to destroy Southern 
history. One organization that is working hard to prevent removal, and educate 

the public on the true purpose of the monument, is Heritage Protection of North 

Alabama (HPNA, hpna-usa.com). 

References: 

• Confederate Veteran Magazine, Confederate Monument at Huntsville, 
December, 1905. 

• Huntsville Times, The Confederate Monument was Unveiled Yesterday, 
November 22, 1905. 

• Leigh, Philip, More Unfair Censure of Confederate Monuments, September 28, 
2020. 

• Roop, Lee, Huntsville’s Controversial Confederate Statue is 1960’s replica, US 
News, June 12, 2020. 

• Garner, Phil, UDC Delivers Demand, City Bows Under, Huntsville Times, 
November 27, 1968 

• UDC Boxes in the Main Huntsville Madison County Library 

• Johnston, Beulah, “History of Virginia Clay Clopton Chapter 1107 United 
Daughters of the Confederacy”, Commemorative Album celebrating our city’s 

Sesquicentennial of Progress 1805-1955 © 1955 

• Court records on the lawsuit filed against the Gadsden Scaffold Company by 
the Virginia Clay-Clopton Chapter of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. 

 

Statue side of the 1960’s Madison County 
Courthouse. 



 

Dear April, 
  

   I very belatedly started this email letter to you more than a 
week ago, but my computer crashed and your letter went 

away.  Then I went away—to Ohio. 
   But I’m back now, and I want to comment on your two back-
to-back farewell letters in the TVCWRT September 

newsletter.  Or, maybe it was August.  I am way behind. 
  But firstly, I regret I was unable to join the group for your 
farewell dinner.  I am at an age where social distancing is 

especially important during this awful pandemic. 
    Your arrival in service to our Round Table was an unexpected gift.  What took 

you so long (smile)?  God bless David Lady and Emil Posey for their influence in 
helping with that decision.  My absence from the board meetings was only 
because I was suffering from burnout after serving for five years as president; it 

had nothing to do with you.  Plus, I have moved on to other projects. 
  Your two letters were/are superb.  I commend you.  They could be used as good 

examples of how to be positive during difficult times – and eloquent. 
  I loved your opening:  “(despite Covid-19), there is opportunity for growth.”  And 
that coping with virtual meetings has taught us news skills, while members can 

access our programs on the Internet from anywhere. 
  You praised our group as being robust and financially strong, and urged our 
members to stick with the organization.   

  Then you explained that Covid-19 has put you on a new path toward an exciting 
opportunity.  Bravo! 

  You told us that the organization continues in good hands with Ed Kennedy 
and that we should give him our support.  I concur.  
  Your second letter was an eloquent admonition to members, and particularly a 

new generation, to get involved and help sustain this worthy organization.  The 
reward is the satisfaction of helping sculpt and direct the Round Table and enjoy 
deeper friendships in the process. 

   Finally, you may think it silly of me to write you a letter, repeating some of 
what you said in your two letters.  But I found them both so beautifully written 

and expressive that I wanted you to know that your effort was not only 
appreciated but moving. 
   Sincerest regards, and God-speed in your new adventure. 

 
John 

John H. Allen 
 

P.S. Send Money, (The Editor) 

 
 

 
 

Former TVCWRT 
President April 
Harris 



 

Board Reports; Join the Board and help sustain our Round Table. 

 

Membership Chair: Kevin Rodriguez  

As of Halloween; We have 178 members and thanks to our twelve premium 

members, we are healthy financially.  

Now accepting membership dues- $30 annually: 

          2021 promises to be an exciting change from the lost year 2020. 
Membership is based on a year; January through December. However New 
Members joining the Round Table after August 2020 are awarded membership 

for 2021. Renewing members can submit your membership payment; 1. PayPal 
through the website; 2. Check mailing to TVCWRT PO box 2872, Huntsville, AL 

35804; or 3. See Kevin at the membership table at the November 2020 or 

January 2021 regularly scheduled meeting. Can we get 200 members? 

2021 Schedule for Speakers (subject to change) 
 

14 January, John Scales, Forrest at Fort Donelson, 1862 
11 February, Mike Acosta, Palmito Ranch: Last Battle of the War 
11 March, Barbara Snow, Flames Along the Tennessee: Guntersville Burns 

  8 April, Kellee Blake, The Eastern Shore: Virginia 
Goes to War  
13 May, Whitney Snow, Williamson R. W. Cobb: 

Unsung War Time Congressman 
10 June, Delores Hydock, Soldiers in Hoop Skirts:  

Nursing, Spying, Serving 
  8 July, John Thompson, Sgt. Gilbert Henderson 
Bates: The March that Ended the War 

12 August, Scott Mingus, Targeted Tracks:  
Cumberland Rail Road at War 
  9 September, John Scales, Hood's Retreat from 

Nashville (preview field trip) 
14 October, Ken Rutherford, Landmines:  The 

Hidden Horrors of War  
11 November, Thomas Flagel, War, Memory, and 
the 1913 Gettysburg Reunion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TVCWRT Features 
Book Review; 
 
Hellmira: The Union’s Most Infamous Civil War Prison Camp – Elmira, 

N.Y., by Derek Maxfield, Savas Beattie, a Tennessee Valley Civil War Round 
Table Review by Ed Kennedy  
 

   The history of prisoner of war (POW) treatment was 
abysmal world-wide until years after the War Between the 

States.  Although efforts had begun near the end of the 
Napoleonic wars, true reform on the treatment of POWs 
was decades in the future.  Nothing substantive had been 

done by 1861 so when both sides began taking each 
other’s soldiers as POWs, problems immediately began to 
emerge.  The last major American experience of taking 

large numbers of prisoners in combat was 80 years prior 
to the War Between the States and the examples from that 

war were nothing to emulate. 
   As the war began both armies fell-back onto the age-old 
process of exchanging prisoners.  The Dix-Hill Cartel 

concluded an agreement in the summer of 1862 for the exchange of prisoners.  
A series of different and complex permutations made allowances for the exchange 

of different ranks and it actually worked for a few months until the Emancipation 
Proclamation.  The Confederates objected to the exchange of black POWs as 
many were still considered escaped, or freed, property.  After this, the system 

started and stopped largely based on locations and commanders.  The end result 
is that many POWs on both sides were stuck interminably in POW camps until 
they could be exchanged----or freed.  GEN Grant stopped the exchanges in 1864 

which was a death sentence to many POWs on both sides. 
   Neither side was prepared for the huge number of POWs and it caused massive 

problems that had never been imagined for both sides.  Overall, prisoner deaths 
of Confederates in Northern POW camps ranked at 12% of those incarcerated 
while 15% of Northerners perished.  The difference of 3% is certainly a nominal 

difference in the big picture, almost within a standard deviation from the mean.  
The biggest difference is that the North exercised a deliberate policy of retribution 

and revenge against the Confederate POWs.  It was officially called “retaliation”.    
While the Southern POW camps suffered from the massive shortages’ endemic 
in the South, Northern prisons were well-able to provide the necessities for their 

POWs.  They refused to as a deliberate policy. 
   During the less than one year Elmira was in operation from 1864-1865, more 

than 10,000 POWs were crammed into the former Union Army mustering camp.  
Beautiful summer weather soon turned foul as early winter arrived and the 
POWs, clad in only the uniforms in which they were captured began to suffer 

severely.  The camp was built near the Chemung River which meant one side of 
the camp was marshy with poor drainage.  Poor sanitation led to human waste 



 

collecting in low areas with poor drainage.   In a move to economize, barracks 
were quickly erected with uncured and unfinished lumber.  Totally uninsulated, 

the buildings were freezing cold in the winter.  No blankets were issued and 
combined with a starvation diet, a huge number of POWs became sick. 

   Union Army surgeons assigned to Elmira POW camp were overwhelmed and 
complained through official channels of the terrible conditions.  The camp 
commanders blocked efforts of the surgeons to fix the problems and Dr. Eugene 

F. Sanger was finally relieved in December after submitting numerous reports 
criticizing the lack of care of the POWs. 
   Maxfield does a very commendable job of chronicling the experiences of the 

POWs by incorporating the entries from the official Union records as well as from 
the letters and diaries written by the POWs.  The remains of the former Union 

Army mustering camp and POW camp are virtually gone today.  The Chemung 
River is still there and historical markers note the boundaries of the former 
camp, now over-run by urban sprawl.  What does remain is the Woodlawn 

Cemetery, about two miles from the former POW camp.  The cemetery holds the 
remains of the nearly 3,000 Confederates who died far-away from their homes. 

   The book has several appendices, A through G with interesting maps and 
stories about the POW camp.  One of the appendices is about the escaped slave, 
John W. Jones.  Jones’ efforts as the cemetery sexton insured the decent burial 

of the Confederates as well as the marking and recording of all graves.  Without 
his efforts, most of the POWs would have been lost to memory.  Another appendix 
discusses the burial of Samuel Clements ---- Mark Twain the Missourian who 

ended-up in Elmira, New York.  The last appendix is written by the sister of a 
member of our Tennessee Valley Civil War Round Table.  Retired LTC Tom 

Olszowy’s sister, Terri, wrote an excellent account of the restoration efforts of the 
“Friends of the Elmira Civil War Prison Camp”.  Efforts include fabricating or 
restoring buildings as historical representations of wartime structures. 

   Over 400,000 POWs were held during the war.  55,000 died in captivity on 
both sides, a horrible figure.  Two thousand nine hundred and fifty dead of 
10,000 POWs produced a death rate of 24% making Elmira aptly labeled as the 

“Andersonville of the North” (a death rate of 29%) and garnering the name 
“Hellmira”.  What everyone learned from our shared American experiences with 

POWs during our War Between the States is that man’s inhumanity to man 
caused much needless suffering and left bitter memories for years after the war.  
A number of changes were instituted just over a half century later, the US 

military incorporated massive changed to how it kept its prisoners in WWI.  Many 
of those lessons are incorporated into our POW policies today. 

   Derek Maxfield has done an excellent job telling the story of Elmira.  Every 
POW camp was different and their circumstances led to different outcomes.  The 
one common thread however was the official policy of “retaliation” which the U.S. 

has since renounced, now practicing humanitarian benevolence to prisoners of 
war.  I highly recommend this book for those wishing to gain a perspective of 
what prisoners suffered through during the war and the policies that led to their 

treatment.   
 



 

TVCWRT Civil War Digest, Commanders Update; November/December 
1861:  

   War is challenging from a number of perspectives; organizing and training 
combatants including gathering the resources and manpower to support combat 

operations, shaping strategic and operations plans, sustaining the support of 
the population, and avoiding conflicts with foreign governments are some.  1861 
ends with a number of challenging issues for the North and South. The Federal 

excursions in Kentucky, Virginia, North and South Carolina and Missouri create 
opportunities for slaves to migrate to Union lines and housing and feeding them 
exceeds the budgets of the units involved. Consequently, guidance to 

commanders are modified.   
   Lincoln is supported by the Secretary of War and others and finally removes 

the nations’ premier “Pathfinder” Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont from command in 
Missouri and Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, replaces Bvt. Lieut. Gen. Windfield 
Scott to Command the Armies of the United States. Now in charge, Gen 

McClellan councils Brig. Gen. Don Carlos Buell to respect Kentuckians slave 
property and to be aggressive in East Kentucky and Tennessee.  

   Both the Federal and Confederate governments are contending with tactical 
tensions in Missouri, East Tennessee, West Virginia, Virginia, (near Washington 
DC), North and South Carolina Coast, and the blockade is having limited impact 

on Confederate blockade runners. The South is anxious to exploit their foreign 
policy; cotton diplomacy being the most aggressive (holding cotton to encourage 
England and France to recognize the Confederacy) and the Federal government 

recoils from the “Trent” affair, an international incident involving England, to 
mitigate a condition that may influence foreign governments to recognize the 

Confederacy.  
   The Federal’s limited success on land and some southern states coasts do not 
impress the US Congress and the US Senate overwhelmingly votes to establish 

a Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War. 
   For the South, victory in two major land battles bolster the home front and 
supports their strategy of holding on long enough to tire out the Federal 

government and gain international recognition for the Confederacy; for the 
North, more money, manpower, and adjustments in military leadership are 

expected to garner success.   
  Both governments prepare to usher in a New Year and adjust for 1862. 
 

Political:  
    Maj. Gen. John Adams Dix, USA, directs that Negroes not be allowed to come 

within certain military lines in Maryland. 
    Confederate President Jefferson Davis and Vice-President Alexander Stephens 
are re-elected to office in the elections held in the South, Richmond, VA, for 6 

yrs. 
   Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, USA, in a letter counsels Brig. Gen. Don Carlos 
Buell, appointed to command in Kentucky, to respect the constitutional rights 

of Kentuckians with regard to in their slave property. 



 

   Maj. Gen. David Hunter, USA, the successor of Gen. John C. Fremont, USA, 
repudiates the Fremont-Price convention in Missouri of October 26, 1861. 

   Capt. Charles Wilkes, of the USS San Jacinto, stops the British mail ship, Trent, 
off the coast of Cuba, and captures the two Confederate Commissioners to 

France and England, James Mason and John Slidell. It triggers an international 
crisis for the Union after the USS San Jacinto arrives at Fortress Monroe, VA, 
and transfers the Confederate Commissioners, as prisoners of war, to Fort 

Warren, Boston Harbor, arriving November 24,1861. England immediately 
dispatches two warships of the Royal Navy with troops to Canada in case a 

satisfactory solution to the "Trent" affair is not achieved and the British Minister, 
Lord Lyons, meets with the Secretary of State William H. Seward. The US 

Government orders the release of Mason and Slidell from Fort Warren, to Lord 
Lyons, British Minister, which virtually ends the “Trent” affair. 
   Brig. Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman, USA, commanding the Dept. of the 

Cumberland, expresses his opinion that fugitive slaves must be delivered upon 
receiving an application from their masters to conform to the laws of the state of 
Kentucky. 

   Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, USA, escorts Bvt. Lieut. Gen. Winfield Scott, 
USA, retired, to the railroad depot for his retirement at West Point. McClellan 

feels confident with Scott out of the way and snubs President Abraham Lincoln 
by retiring to bed, rudely refusing to meet with Lincoln, as Lincoln patiently waits 
in his parlor. It is the last time Lincoln calls on McClellan; in future, McClellan 

will be summoned to the White House. 
      The US Christian Commission is organized, to help furnish supplies, nurses, 
and friendship to the Union men, by the Young Men's Christian Association 

(YMCA). 
      The US Senate Committee overwhelming votes to establish the Joint 

Committee on the Conduct of the War, due, in part, to the fiasco at Ball's Bluff, 
VA while Pro-unionists meet at Hatteras, denounce session, and elect Marble 
Nash Taylor, as Provisional Governor of North Carolina. 

    Confederate soldiers convene at Russellville, KY to secede from the Union, 
creating two state governments, similar to Missouri, North Carolina, and later, 

Virginia (West). 
   The Honorable Judah P. Benjamin, the new Confederate Secretary of War, 
orders the captured bridge-burners in East Tennessee to be tried by drum-head 

court-martial, and hanged, if found guilty. Judge Humphreys issues a writ of 
habeas corpus in the cases of certain bridge-burners. The writ, however, is not 
obeyed by the Confederate military in East Tennessee and the Pro-Union bridge-

burners are hanged.  
   Missouri is admitted as a member of the Confederate States of America and 

Kentucky is admitted as the l3th State of the Confederacy. 
   The trial, condemnation and subsequent pardon of Harrison Self, a bridge-
burner in East Tennessee is accompanied by the Honorable William G. 

Brownlow’s arrest at Knoxville, TN, on a civil warrant for treason, however, nolle 
prosequi (dismissal) is entered in Brownlow's case and he is discharged from civil 

into military custody. 



 

   Brig. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, USA, commanding the District of Southeast 
Missouri, orders all fugitive slaves to be expelled from Fort Holt, KY. 

 
United States Army Major General Appointments: NONE 

 
United States Army Brigadier General Appointment

Christopher Columbus Augur 
Jeremiah Tilford Boyle,  
Philip St. George Cooke,  

George Washington Cullum,  
Jefferson Columbus Davis,  

John Franklin Farnsworth,  
Schuyler Hamilton, 
William High Keim,  

Thomas Jefferson McKean,  
George Washington Morgan  
John McCauley Palmer,  

John Grubb Parke, 
Jesse Lee Reno, 

John McAllister Schofield,  
Julius Stahel, 
Zealous Bates Tower, 

 
Confederate Major General Appointments: 

 
George Bibb Crittenden 
 

Confederate Brigadier General Appointments: 

Lawrence O'Bryan Branch,  

John Cabell Breckenridge, 
Raleigh Edward Colston,  

William Montgomery Gardner, 
Richard Brooke Garnett,  

Maxcy Gregg,  

Richard Griffith,  
Edward Johnson,  

William Mahone,  
Henry Constantine Wayne,  

 

Changes in Districts and Commands: 
Union Actions; 
   Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, US Army, 34 yrs of age, replaces 75-year-old Bvt. Lieut. 

Gen. Windfield Scott in Command of the Armies of the United States.  
   Maj. Gen. John Adam Dix, issues a proclamation of his determination to protect the ballot 

box in MD. 
   The negotiations begin to release and exchange the US officers and men that surrendered 
in Texas. 

   Gen. John Charles Fremont is relieved by Maj. Gen. David Hunter, USA, in Missouri and 
the Dept. of Kansas is placed under the command of Maj. Gen. Hunter. 

   The Dept. of the Ohio is reorganized to include Kentucky, east of the Cumberland River, 
Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and Tennessee, under the command of Brig. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, 
who replaces Brig. Gen. William T. Sherman. 

   The Dept. of Missouri is constituted, which includes Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky west of 
the Cumberland River and Missouri, under the command of Maj. Gen. Henry Wager Halleck. 
   The Dept. of New Mexico is re-established under the command of Col. Edward Richard S. 

Canby. 
  Brig. Gen. George Wright, USA, is formally assigned to the command the Dept. of the Pacific. 
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   Maj. Gen. David Hunter, USA, assumes the command of the Dept. of Kansas. 
   Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, USA, earnestly urges upon Brig. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, to 

advance into East Tennessee. 
   Brig. Gen. Benjamin Mayberry Prentiss assumes command of the District of North Missouri 

while Brig. Gen. John Pope assumes command of all the forces between the Missouri and 
Osage Rivers, Brig. Gen. Samuel Ryan Curtis commands the Southwestern District of 
Missouri and Brig. Gen. John McAllister Schofield assumes the command of the Missouri 

Militia. Brig. Gen. James William Denver is assigned to command all troops in the state of 
Kansas. 
 

Confederate Actions; 
    

   Brig. Gen. Humphrey Marshall, is ordered to Eastern Kentucky as Maj. Gen. Thomas 
Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson, assumes command of the Shenandoah Valley District, at 
Winchester, VA. 

   Maj. Gen. George B. Crittenden is assigned to the command of the District of Cumberland 
Gap, TN and the coasts of South Carolina, Georgia, and East Florida are constituted a 

Confederate Dept., under the command of Gen. Robert Edward Lee. 
   Col. William B. Wood announces to the Honorable Judah P. Benjamin, Confederate 
Secretary of War, the suppression of the East Tennessee rebellion. 

   Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston calls upon Tennessee for all the militia and volunteer force 
than can be armed and asks Mississippi for 10,000 Confederate volunteers to defend 
Columbus, KY and assigns Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman to the command Forts Henry and 

Donelson, on the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers south of the Kentucky-Tennessee state 
line. 

   Capt. D. N. Ingraham, CSN, is assigned to duty in Charleston Harbor, SC. 
   Judah Benjamin replaces Leroy Pope Walker as the Confederate Secretary of War and Maj. 
Gen. Braxton Bragg's brother, Thomas Bragg, replaces Mr. Benjamin as Attorney General. 

   Maj. Gen. William Joseph Hardee assumes command of the Confederate Central Army of 
Kentucky and the Dept. of Alabama and West Florida, is extended to embrace Pascagoula 
Bay and that portion of the Mississippi east of the Pascagoula River. 

   Brig. Gen. Henry Alexander Wise is assigned to duty in North Carolina after being removed 
from Western Virginia for his lackluster performance. 
 

California;  
   Col. James H. Carleton, lst California Infantry US, is relieved from command of the District 
of Southern California. 

   The pursuit and the capture of the Showalter Party at Warner's Ranch, in the San Jose 
Valley, southeast of Los Angeles, includes 18 Confederates, and their leader, Mr. Daniel 

Showalter. 
   The District of Humboldt is created consisting of the following Northern California 
Counties: Del Norte, Humbolt, Klamath, Mendocino, Napa, Sonoma, and Trinity. 

 
Indian Territory; 
   Operations include an engagement at Round Mountain, with Capt. M. J. Brinson, CSA, 9th 

Texas Infantry and Pro-South Cherokee Indians engaging Creek Indians. 
   The Confederate Dept. of the Indian Territory is established, under the command of Brig. 

Gen. Albert Pike, CSA. 
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   An engagement at Chusto-Talasah, or Bird Creek or High Shoal, later known as Tulsa, OK, 
between Pro-Confederate Indians, Cherokee, Chickasaw and Choctaw, and Seminole and 

Pro-Union Creek Indians resulted in the pursuit of Hopoeithleyohola, a Pro-Union Creek 
Indian leader, who was leaving the Indian Territory for Kansas but caught by the Pro-

southern Indian Nation tribes led by Col. Stand Watie, 2nd Cherokee Mounted Rifles. The 
skirmish and battle at Chustenahlah, Cherokee Nation, is considered a Confederate victory. 
 

Kentucky; 
   The occupation of Prestonburg, KY, by Brig. Gen. William Nelson, USA resulted in an 
engagement at Ivy Mountain and skirmish at Piketon, or Fry Mountain, KY, fighting Col. 

John Williams, CSA. 
  There was skirmishing at Cypress Bridge, near Rumsey, in McClean County and Brownsville 

with Brig. Gen. Thomas C. Hindman, CSA and Col. Nathan Bedford Forrest's Confederate 
expedition to Caseyville and Eddyville, beginning of an illustrious military career.  
   There were skirmishes near Camp Goggin and Federal gunboat demonstrations (3) on Fort 

Holt and operations around Mills Springs and Somerset with Brig. Gen. Albin Schoeph, USA 
battling Brig. Gen. Felix K. Zollicoffer, CSA.  

  There was a skirmish at Whippoorwill Creek and a Confederate expedition to destroy the 
Bacon Creek Bridge, near Munfordville by Col. John Hunt Morgan, CSA was successful as 
Confederates scouted in the vicinity of Russellville, with Capt. I. F. Harrison, CSA, part of 

Brig. Gen. Wirt Adams' MS Cavalry.  
  There was skirmishing at Fishing Creek, near Somerset and at Gradyville with action at 
Rowlett's Station, or Munfordville, or Woodsonville, Green River, with men from Brig. Gcn. 

Alexander McCook, USA, pitted against Brig. Gen. Thomas C. Hindman, CSA. 
   Brig. Gen. Lewis Wallace, USA launched a four-day expedition to Camp Beauregard and 

Viola and there was action at Sacramento, between Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden, USA, 
fighting Col. Nathan Bedford Forrest's, CSA, Cavalry. 
   There was a Federal reconnaissance from Somerset to Mill Springs and Cols. James Abram 

Garfield and Marshall's, USA, maneuvered in Eastern Kentucky. 
 
Florida 

   The Union forces, with the assistance of the USS August, Flo, Pocahontas, Savannah, and 
Seneca, occupied Tibee Island, on the Savannah River near Savannah, GA, and in proximity 

to Fort Pulaski. There was a bombardment of the Confederate lines, under Maj. Gen. Braxton 
Bragg, CSA, commanding the Army of Pensacola, about Pensacola, FL, including Forts 

Barrancas and McRee, by Union forces that included the vessels, USS Richmond and the USS 
Niagara.  

 
Maryland;  
    The Federal’s launched an expedition into Lower Maryland, by Brig. Gens. Oliver O. 

Howard and George Sykes, USA and there was an affair at the mouth of the Mattawoman 
Creek by Brig. Gen. Joseph Hooker, USA. 
  Governor Hicks protested against the release of the obnoxious members of the Maryland 

Legislature while operations on the Lower Potomac, by Brig. Gen. Samuel Gibbs French, CSA 
included skirmishing at Point of Rocks along the Potomac River. 

   Maj. Gen. Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson, CSA, was conducting operations against 
Dam No. 5, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, Potomac River, VA while there was skirmishing at 
Fort Frederick. 
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Mississippi; 

   The Ship Island, Mississippi, Expedition sailed from Hampton Roads, VA, with the mission 
to establish a base of operations against New Orleans, LA and vicinity. Ship Island, was 

occupied by the Union forces under Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, USA with the assistance 
of the steamship, USS Constitution. 
 

Missouri; 
   A nine-day Federal expedition from Rolla against Freeman's Partisan forces resulted in a 

skirmish at Renick, in Randolph County and Federal operations continued from Bird's Point, 
Cape Girardeau, and Ironton, against M. Jeff Thompson's for twelve days. 
   There was action at Little Santa Fe and Little Blue, between Federal Kansas Jayhawkers, 

and Pro-southern men and an engagement at Belmont with a demonstration from Paducah 
upon Columbus, KY as Brig. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant's, expedition was driven back to their 
transports on the Mississippi River by Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, CSA, who sent troops across 

the river. It coincided with a Federal expedition from Greenville to Doniphan, MO.  
   The Federals scouted through Texas and Wright Counties while skirmishing at Palmyra, 

Butler, and Little Santa Fe. There was a Confederate attack on the steamer, Platte Valley, at 
Price's Landing and the Confederates captured a wagon train near Warrensburg. 
   Maj. Gen. Halleck, USA, issued General Orders No. 3, excluding fugitive slaves from the 

military camps in the Dept. of the Missouri. 
   The Confederates destroyed US stores at Warsaw and skirmished at Johnstown, Lancaster, 

Independence, or Little Blue, Grand River, or Black Walnut Creek, near Sedalia, Shanghai, 
and at Salem, MO, with Col. John B. Wyman, USA, 13th IL. 
   The Federals scouting through Saline County by Maj. George C. Marshall, 2nd MO Cavalry 

could not deter the Confederate raiding party that was repulsed by the Union citizens of 
Dunksburg and a Federal expedition through the Current Hills by Col. John B. Wyman, USA, 

l3th IL Infantry and there was skirmishing by Confederates near Beftrand, Union Mills, 
Charleston, Blackwater Creek, or Milford, or also called Shawnee Mound, with Brig. Gen. 
John Pope, USA. 

    The Federals scouted from Rolla towards Houston by Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, USA 
with skirmishing at Hudson, Dayton, and Wadesburg while a Federal expedition to Lexington 
by Brig. Gen. John Pope, USA, and his Cavalry coincided with a Federal expedition to Danville 

by Col. George G. Todd, l0th MO Infantry. 
   Martial law was proclaimed in Saint Louis and in and about all railroads in the State of 

Missouri by Maj. Gen. Henry Wager Halleck, USA. 
   Brig. Gen. M. Jeff Thompson's Partisan Confederates descended upon Commerce and 
conducted an unsuccessful attack on the steamer City of Alton and there was skirmishing 

near Hallsville with Brig. Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss, USA and action at Mount Zion Church. 
 

New Mexico Territory;  
   Brig. Gen. Henry Hopkins Sibley, CSA, assumed the command of the Confederate forces 
on the Upper Rio Grande River and in New Mexico and Arizona. 

 
South Carolina 

   The bombardment and subsequent capture of Forts Beauregard (at Bay Point) and Walker 
(at Hilton Head), Port Royal Bay are strategically located between Charleston, SC, and 
Savannah, GA and led by the US Navy led by Flag Officer Samuel F. DuPont, and Brig. Gen. 
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Thomas W. Sherman, USA. They continued with a reconnaissance on Hilton Head toward 
Beaufort, with landed Union troops, resulting in the occupation of Beaufort, SC, by Brig. 

Gen. Thomas W. Sherman and the expeditionary forces pressed on.  
   Tragedy struck Charleston; an uncontrollable fire swept through destroying half of the city, 

including the business district. 
   Federal expedition to Port Royal Ferry and Beaufort with skirmishing on Chisolm's Island 
with Brig. Gen. Isaac I. Stevens, USA was followed by the evacuation of, Rockville, near Hilton 

Head, by the Confederate forces. While a stone fleet, consisting of old whaling vessels, were 
sunk by the Federal Navy to prevent (unsuccessfully) Confederate blockade runners from 
entering Charleston Harbor. 

 
Tennessee; 

    A revolt of the Unionists (mountaineers) in East Tennessee, was an attempt to destroy the 
railroad bridges and rise up against the Confederate troops there under Brig. Gen. Felix 
Zollicoffer, CSA. Their actions included skirmishing near Bristol. The uprising resulted in 

energetic effort by Governor Harris from Richmond, VA, influencing the Confederate 
government to suppress the insurrection and the Confederate action resulted in the capture 

of Unionists and charging them with burning bridges at Doe River, East. 
   The Unionists' camp near Chattanooga was dispersed by the Confederates but William 
Blount Carter escaped to the Union lines and reported to Brig. Gen. George Henry Thomas, 

USA. 
 
Texas; 

   There was skirmishing with Indians on the Peosi River, by Col. H. E. McCulloch, CSA but 
the schooner CSS Royal Yacht was captured and burned in the Bolivar Channel, off Galveston 

Harbor, by the frigate, the USS Santee. 
 

Virginia;  
  Operations in the Valley District were nearly continuous with a Federal expedition to 
Mathias Point on the York River, by Brig. Gens. Joseph Hooker and Daniel E. Sickles, USA. 

   There was a skirmish near New Market Bridge, which is close to Fortress Monroe, Hampton, 
a Federal reconnaissance to Pohick Church and the Occoquan Creek, by Brig. Gen. Samuel 
P. Heintzelman, USA and the Confederates captured a Union foraging party at Doolan's Fann, 

in the vicinity of Taylor's Corner and Falls Church. There was also a skirmish on the road 
from Falls Church to Fairfax Court-House with Lieut. Col. Fitzhugh Lee, lst 

VA Cavalry, a Federal expedition to Dranesville, and skirmish, with Brig. Gen. George A. 
McCall, USA. Skirmishing near Vienna, was a Confederate victory and a skirmish near 
Fairfax Court-House was undecided. 

   There was a skirmish at Annandale, VA, with Brig. Gen. Louis Blenker, USA, and a 
skirmish at Vienna, with the capture of the entire Federal detachment of the 3rd PA Cavalry. 

There was skirmishing at Burke's Station, VA, south of Washington, DC. and a Federal 
expedition to Gunnell's Farm, near Dranesville, and a foraging raid under Brig. Gen. George 
Gordon Meade, USA. 

   There was skirmishing at Dam No. 5, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, on the Potomac River 
and Dam No.4 with troops forcing the Confederates to retreat to Stauton while the Union 
soldiers remove to Cheat Mountain, WV. 

    There was a Federal reconnaissance to Pohick Church, VA, 12 miles south of Alexandria 
and an engagement at Dranesville between Brig. Gen. George A. McCall, USA, and Brig. Gen. 
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JEB Stuart’s, CSA, Cavalry and there was a skirmish at New Market Bridge, near Newport 
News while the Federals scouted towards Fairfax Court-House. 

 
West Virginia;  

   There were skirmishes near Gauley Bridge, or Cotton Hill, with Confederate attacks under 
Brig. Gen. John Buchanan Floyd, CSA, failing to dislodge the Union forces under Brig. Gen. 
William Starke Rosecrans, USA. 

   There were operations at Townsend's Ferry, New River and skirmishes at Blake's Farm, 
Cotton Hill, or Gauley Bridge, with Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, USA. 
   There was an affair at Guyandotte and a skirmish on Laurel Creek, Cotton, Hill, near 

Romney and a Federal expedition through the Virginia Counties of Accomac and 
Northampton. 

   There was skirmishing on the road from Fayetteville to Raleigh, near McCoy's Mill, at Wirt 
Court-House, and Brig. Gen. John Buchanan Floyd, CSA, withdrew his troops from the 
vicinity of the Gauley River, as the Pro-Union convention held in Wheeling adopted a 

resolution to secede from Virginia and form a new state comprised of the western part of 
Virginia. 

    Skirmishing continued near the mouth of Little Cacapon River, where bushwhackers 
captured some of Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelly's, USA, horses. 
   Skirmishing continued near Romney, at Greenbrier River, and an engagement at Camp 

Alleghany, Buffalo Mountain, with Brig. Gen. Robert Huston Milroy, USA preceding a Federal 
expedition to Meadow Bluff. 
   There was an Affair in Roane County and a skirmish at Cherry Run while the Federals 

captured Suttonville (Braxton Court-House), and skirmishing in the following counties: 
Braxton, Clay, Webster, and Beckley (or Raleigh Court-House) was occupied by the Union 

forces. 
 
Navy Operations; 

   A convoy ship sank off Cape Hatteras, NC, and was part of the Port Royal, SC, expedition. 
   The Confederate Naval Dept. began converting the USS Merrimack into the Confederate 

iron-clad renaming it the CSS Virginia. 
   The USS Santiago de Cuba stopped the English vessel, the Eugenia Smith, capturing the 

Confederate agent, Mr. James W. Zacharie, off New Orleans, LA, which is similar to the Trent 
incident involving Confederate envoys Slidell and Mason. 
   The CSS Sumter captured the whaler vessel, the Eben Dodge, in the Atlantic Ocean. 

   The US Navy capture of the Confederate sloop, Victory, on the Lower Potomac, MD and the 
Confederate blockade runner schooner, William H. Northrup, was captured off Cape Fear, NC, 

by the USS Fernandina. 
 
Reference: The Chronological Tracing of the American Civil War per the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, by Ronald 
A. Mosocco, 1995, James River Publications, Williamsburg, Virginia. 
  
TVCWRT Little Round Table (LRT) Discussion and Schedule -   
The Vicksburg Campaign      
   The US Army Center of Military History lists the Vicksburg Campaign as 29 March - 4 July 

1863. The Center lists operations against Vicksburg in December of 1862 through January 
1863 as separate from the Campaign.  
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Next Up: Thursday, December 10; 2020 – Vicksburg Campaign 5 - Port Gibson to Jackson; 
Led by Jeff Ewing 

  
LRT 2021 Schedule 

 
January 22, 2021 - Vicksburg Campaign 6 - Champion Hill and Big Black; Led by John 
Allen 

February 26, 2021 - Vicksburg Campaign 7 - Siege Operations; Led by Emil Posey 

March 26, 2021 – Armistead and Garnet - Parallel Lives; Led by Emil Posey 

 

Thank You once again! U.S. Grant for a presentation regarding your participation in the 
1862 battle of Shiloh/Pittsburg Landing, TN. Presented by General Ulises S. Grant alias 

Curt Fields. 

   Once 

again 
General 

Grant 
captivated 

the 

audience as 
he 

discussed 

his actions 
regarding 

the battle of 

Shiloh/Pittsburg Landing. His frank discussion 

of the conduct of the Union leadership and thought on 
Confederate leadership preceding and during the battle was a remarkable assessment seldom 

recorded in histories of the battle. Once again no one moved until the last question was 
addressed. A inspiring performance and a sure bet we will see General Grant again.  
 

2020 Member Honor Roll 
 

• PATRONS 
o April Harris 
o Emil Posey 

 
• SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

o Carol Codori 

o Jonathan Creekmore 
 

• SUPPORTING  
o Beth Altenkirch 
o Terry & Keith Clevenger 

o Greg & Stephanie Cousins 
o Harry Gatzke 

o Alan & Dottie Markell 

General Grant 
leans on the cane 
he used at Shiloh 
after his horse 
tumbled to the 
ground spraining 
and bruising the 

General's left leg. 

General Grant's presentation attracted an 
audience that filled almost every chair. 

Ed Kennedy, President of the 
TVCWRT presents an eagle, the 
symbol of the Army of Tennessee 
to General Gant for his special 
presentation.  

https://tvcwrt.org/events/general-grant/
https://tvcwrt.org/events/general-grant/
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o Kevin & Judy Rodriguez 
o Alan & Diana Ruzicka 

o John Scales 

 
 

        The TVCWRT Management Team 
 

OFFICERS (Elected)  

• Ed Kennedy, President 

• (vacant), Vice President (We Need help) 

• Secretary (Vacancy pending) 

• (Vacant) Treasurer (New Treasurer pending) 

 
BOARD MEMBERS (Appointed) 

• (Vacant) Programs Officer (We need help) 

• Johnathan Creekmore, Technology Officer (Vacancy pending) 

• Robert Hennessee, Preservation Officer 

• Ed Kennedy, Communications Officer (We need help) 

• Arley McCormick, Newsletter Editor  

• Kevin Rodriguez, Membership Officer 

• Michael Acosta, Sergeant at Arms 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

• Debra Morgan 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS (Appointed) 

• Jeffry Ewing, Little Round Table Coordinator 

• Art Helms, Lead Greeter 

• John Scales, Field Trip Coordinator (Former President) 
 
GRAY BEARDS 

• John A. Allen, Former President and Founder of the Little Round Table 

• April Harris, Former President 

• Mark Hubbs, Former Preservation Officer and Co-founder 

• John Mason, Former President 

• Emil Posey, Former Vice President, Communications, Secretary, and Stage Crew lead 

• Kent Wright, Former Programs Officer 
 
STAGE CREW 

• Michael Acosta, Lead 

• Ed Kennedy, Master of the Screen and General Roustabout,  

• Mike Sosebee, First Master of the Sound System 

• Lin Turner, Second Master of the Sound System 

• Brad Tuten, Master Projectionist  
 
 


