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2019
Member Honor Roll
•

PATRONS
o Beth Altenkirch
o April Harris
o Emil Posey

•

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
o Kevin Rodriguez
o Carol Codori

•

SUPPORTING MEMBERS
o Greg & Stephie Cousins
o John Scales

Special Notes:
Are You Interested in Joining the Board?
We can take great pride in our Tennessee Valley Civil War Round Table. Ours
is one of the largest in the country and we have a reputation for consistently
providing quality monthly programs and expert-led annual field trips. We’ve been
around for more than 25 years and our future is bright with a committed
membership and the prospect of many talented speakers from which to choose.
What makes our Round Table enduring and vibrant is volunteers, especially
those who serve as board members. As we look to the final months of 2019, I
want to offer the opportunity to all who are interested to join our board in 2020.
Have you thought about serving? We want you!
The board meets the first Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. We conduct
the business of the Round Table as required by our status as a non-profit
organization in a casual, cordial, but efficient meeting that typically lasts an hour
to an hour and one-half. Board membership involves sharing ideas and providing
feedback and being willing to “pitch in” when necessary. You must be a current
dues-paying member. Officer positions which are President, Vice-President,
Treasurer, and Secretary, do the “heaving lifting,” by fulfilling specific duties as
defined in the bylaws (see our web site at tvcwrt.com, click “documents,” for more
information). Other board members lend their talents in myriad ways ranging
from helping facilitate our meetings, picking up speakers form the hotel,
recording public service announcements, to simply offering ideas. Being on the
board is fun and is a great way to more fully engage with smart, enthusiastic
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people who share your love of history. Won’t you join us? Board terms are two
years and can be renewed.
If you’d like to join the board, or simply want more information, please call me
at 256-824-6098 or send me an e-mail at april.harris@uah.edu. Serving on the
board is rewarding, satisfying, and simply great fun. We look forward to
welcoming you and your talents.
April Harris, TVCWRT President
167th TSC Commander and Staff Tour Chickamauga Battlefield Supported
by The Tennessee Valley Civil War Round Table
Major General Donald Tatum, Commander of the 167th Theater Sustainment
Command (TSC), brought members of his headquarters staff to brave the heat
and rain storms and visit Chickamauga battlefield on 4 August. The 167th is a
multi-component unit with a National Guard flag, composed of Active Duty,
Active Guard-Reserve (AGR), and traditional Guardsmen located at Fort
McClellan, Alabama. Guiding the unit on the tour were members of the
Tennessee Valley Civil War Round Table including BG (ret) John Scales, Ph.D.,
COL (ret) Arley McCormick, LTC (ret) Emil Posey, LTC (ret) Ed Kennedy and Mr.
Bob Hennessee. They were joined by Lt Gen Willie Williams, USMC (ret) who is
a distinguished Marine Corps logistician.
The tour focused on the tactical actions employed by the Union Army to
capture Chattanooga and pursue General Bragg’s army to Chickamauga. The
TSC soldiers were interested in the logistical issues faced by both armies during
the campaign and Lt Gen (ret) Williams’ recent experience as the Director of the
Marine Corps staff added depth to the discussions. Ed and John covered the
high points of the battle in less than 5 hours, a task that normally takes two
days, but the participants were not disappointed.

The Orphan Brigade reenactors
marching near the 167th Theater
Support
Command
(TSC)
at
Chickamauga National Battlefield.
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167th Theater Sustainment Command (TSC) Chickamauga Tour participants with representatives
of the TVCWRT instructors. This photo is taken on the porch of Lee and Gordon Mill which served
as a headquarters for units in both the Confederate and Federal armies. TVCWRT representatives
include; First Row left Lt Gen (ret) Willi Williams’; Front Row second from right is LTC (ret) Ed
Kennedy and behind him is BG (ret) John Scales; Back Row second from right is LTC (ret) Emil
Posey and forth from right is Mr. Bob Hennessee.

The participating guardsmen were not shy regarding asking
questions. The TSC is a logistics organization and their interest was
directed toward the structure and details a support organization
would face during the battle.

Ed and
John tag
team a
lunch time
discussion
regarding
flags and
battle with
the 167th
TSC. Photo
by Emil
Posey.

Robert Hennessee holds the
map as Ed Kennedy
describes the battle. Photo
by Emil Posey.

Arley McCormick is the
training aid as John
Scales describes the
battle. Photo Emil Posey.

Left to Right; Willie Williams,
Arley McCormick, John
Scales, Robert Hennessee,
Emil Posey, and Ed Kennedy.
Photo compliments of 167th
TSC PAO.
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What Happened to the Dead In The War Between the States?
Lieutenant Colonel Edwin Kennedy, Jr, US Army (ret) and Mr. Tim Rennick,
Combined Arms Research Library, US Army Command and General Staff
College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
The question normally arises when we visit battlefields as to the disposition of
the dead. The mortality rate was substantially higher than past wars, leaving
thousands littering the battlefield after a fight. The “bottom line” is that the
armies were totally unprepared for the massive number of casualties.
The beginnings of our modern evacuation system began in 1862 with the
introduction of standardized, wheeled ambulances. By the end of the war, the
four-wheeled “Rucker” ambulance was the Army’s standard until the 1880s
when replaced by the Dougherty design. Ambulances were designed to primarily
remove the wounded however. At Chickamauga, a Rucker ambulance as allowed
into the Confederate lines to remove the remains of BrigGen William H. Lytle of
Ohio, famed author of the poem “Antony and Cleopatra”.
The soldiers who died on the battlefield were left many times to the elements
as the armies moved-on. If the side that won retained the battlefield, they would
send burial parties out to dig graves. There was no doctrine, no regulations on
how it was to be done.
Depending upon the soil composition, burial holes were dug only deep enough
to cover the remains from sight and try to mask decomposition.
The side
winning the battle attempted to dig individual graves. Dead soldiers were put
into local piles and graves dug. Soldiers burying their own side took greater care
of their own. Enemy soldiers were less fortunate. Many of the enemy would be
placed in larger burial trenches which were just covered-over with a layer of dirt.
For those familiar with the movie “Glory”, the closing scene would have been
very familiar to soldiers of either side. Many soldiers of both sides lie in a
common burial trench, likely unmarked, “Known but to God.”
The entire objective of this system was to get the soldiers’ remains
underground quickly as there was no system to preserve the remains. It was too
time-consuming and expensive. The decomposition process set-in immediately
after death, and depending upon the weather, was accelerated the warmer it was.
The stench was overwhelming and many soldiers on burial details made masks
of bandanas to cover their faces. Bayonets were used to remove the remains.
The ends of the bayonet were bent into a hook that could “grab” the dead, and
drag them to their burial location. Many of these bayonets survived and can be
seen in museums.
If the armies were not stationary, and moved after the battle, the
Quartermaster Department was authorized to pay local inhabitants a dollar a
body to be buried. This was a mutually agreed-upon system and required trust.
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Some civilians took the money and left the bodies to rot. No doubt, many corpses
were looted of their possessions.
The quantity of dead at Chickamauga swamped the ability of both armies to
handle them. Total casualties for each side, including their dead, totaled 16,170
U.S. soldiers and 18,454 Confederate soldiers. Many of these would die of
wounds, days to months later. The U.S. lost 1,657 dead and the Confederates
2,312 for a total of 3,969 in the area of the battlefield. This was a huge number
to bury quickly.
After fighting stopped at Chickamauga, many Confederates were removed by
friends and family for burial, or re-burial elsewhere. Lt Richard Kirkland’s
remains were disinterred and taken home to South Carolina by his family (he is
the famous “Angel of Mayre’s Heights”). Federal dead lay in their graves until
the Union Army reoccupied the battlefield in November 1864. The Union soldiers
were taken to a consolidated cemetery in Chattanooga (now a National
Cemetery). Many small cemeteries of both sides were disinterred after the war
was over and the remains consolidated in larger cemeteries.
Hundreds of soldiers ended-up missing-in-action as they fell in the woods
where they were never seen. Wild animals consumed their remains and years
after the battles, skeletal remains could be found on many fields. Only one
soldier is known to remain on the battlefield at Chickamauga. He may not be
the only one but he is the only one we know of. Private John Ingraham died on
19 September 1863 near his Georgia family’s farm and his remains lie in a
marked and protected grave on Alexander Bridge Road, Chickamauga National
Battlefield Park.
Marking the Graves
The reason there are so many “Unknown” soldiers on both sides
buried in cemeteries is that there was no official system to identify
the remains. Identity disks (“dog tags”) did not come into the Army
system until 1906. A number of soldiers made their own identity
disks. Many wrote their names on pieces of paper and pinned the
paper to their uniforms so their comrades would know who they
were. In any event, thousands perished and now sadly lie in
Private John
cemeteries with the label, “UNKNOWN” on their headstones.
Ingraham
1st Georgia
Markers for soldiers who could be identified were normally carved
Infantry
pieces of wood from ammo or ration boxes.
These soon
Regiment
deteriorated and the names lost to eternity.
Federal soldiers were allowed the privilege of carved stone markers which were
provided by the government. The standard design was a slab which protruded
from the ground vertically and had a rounded top. At the turn of the 20th
Century, it was decided to differentiate the otherwise identical markers for
Confederates by putting a gabled top on top the stones. Southerners jokingly
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said they were pointed in order to “prevent Yankees from sitting on them.” They
are still supplied by the Veterans Administration today for both U.S. and
Confederate graves.
At the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, a move in the North was
made to reconcile with Southerners. President McKinley, a War Between the
States veteran himself, was instrumental in this movement. When the SpanishAmerican War concluded successfully in December 1898, President McKinley
used this as an opportunity to “mend the fences.” On 14 December 1898 he gave
a speech in which he urged reconciliation based on the outstanding service of
Southerners during the recent war with Spain. Remember, as part of the
conciliation, several former Confederate officers were commissioned as U.S.
generals to include former Confederate cavalry general, Wheeler. This is what
McKinley said:
“…every soldier’s grave made during our unfortunate civil war
[sic] is a tribute to Americans valor [emphasis added] … And
the time has now come… when in the spirit of fraternity we
should share in the care of the graves of the Confederate
soldiers…The cordial feeling now happily existing between the
North and South prompts this gracious act and if it needed
further justification it is found in the gallant loyalty to the Union
and the flag so conspicuously shown in the year just passed by
the sons and grandsons of those heroic dead.”
The response from Congress to this plea was magnanimous and resulted in
the Appropriations Act of FY 1901 (below).
Remarks: McKinley’s address as the President is significant. He clearly alludes
to Confederates as “Americans”. While the semantics may appear minor, the
impact is major. Confederate soldiers were already Americans, however, the
President acknowledged this fact officially. They are not addressed as “U.S.”
soldiers, but “American” which carries the import of giving them equivalent, not
equal, status to Federal soldiers. It did not grant them the right to a U.S. pension,
however, it did recognize them as fellow countrymen due the respect and honor
accorded to U.S. soldiers.
Congressional Appropriations Act, FY 1901, signed 6 June 1900
Congress passed an act of appropriations for $2,500 that enabled the
“Secretary of War to have reburied in some suitable spot in the national cemetery
at Arlington, Virginia, and to place proper headstones at their graves, the bodies
of about 128 Confederate soldiers now buried in the National Soldiers Home near
Washington, D.C., and the bodies of about 136 Confederate soldiers now buried
in the national cemetery at Arlington, Virginia.”
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Remarks. More important than the amount (worth substantially more in 1900
than in 2000) is the move to support reconciliation by Congressional act. In
1906, Confederate Battle flags were ordered to be returned to the states from
whence they originated. Some states refused to return the flags. Wisconsin still
has at least one flag it refuses to return.
Congressional Act of 9 March 1906
(P.L. 38, 59th Congress, Chap. 631-34 Stat. 56)
Authorized the furnishing of headstones for the graves of Confederates who
died, primarily in Union prison camps and were buried in Federal cemeteries.
Remarks: This act formally reaffirmed Confederate soldiers as military
combatants with legal standing. It granted recognition to deceased Confederate
soldiers commensurate with the status of deceased Union soldiers.
U.S. Public Law 810, Approved by 17TH Congress 26 February 1929
(45 Stat 1307 - Currently on the books as 38 U.S. Code, Sec. 2306)
This law, passed by the U.S. Congress, authorized the “Secretary of War to
erect headstones over the graves of soldiers who served in the Confederate Army
and to direct him to preserve in the records of the War Department the names
and places of burial of all soldiers for whom such headstones shall have been
erected.”
Remarks: This act broadened the scope of recognition further for all
Confederate soldiers to receive burial benefits equivalent to Union soldiers. It
authorized the use of U.S. government (public) funds to mark Confederate graves
and record their locations.
U.S. Public Law 85-425: Sec. 410 Approved 23 May 1958
(US Statutes at Large Volume 72, Part 1, Page 133-134)
The Administrator shall pay to each person who served in the military or naval
forces of the Confederate States of America during the Civil War a monthly
pension in the same amounts and subject to the same conditions as would have
been applicable to such person under the laws in effect on December 31, 1957,
if his service in such forces had been service in the military or naval forces of the
United States.
Remarks. While this was only a gesture since the last Confederate veteran
died in 1958, it is meaningful in that just over sixty years ago, the Congress of
the United States saw fit to consider Confederate soldiers as equivalent to U.S.
soldiers for service benefits. This final act of reconciliation was made almost one
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hundred years after the beginning of the war and was meant as symbolism more
than substantive reward.

Let’s Ride and Establish the “Cracker Line”
The Western Theater--- Moral was revived after the fall of Vicksburg and the
loss at Gettysburg in 1863, because, by mid-September, the Union Army,
commanded by Major General William Rosecrans abandoned the field at
Chickamauga, Georgia, and retreated to Chattanooga, Tennessee. General
Braxton Bragg, the Confederate General, cut off the routes, principally the
Tennessee River, and set the stage to starve the Union Army. However, on or
about 23 September, General U. S. Grant arrived in Chattanooga to relieve
Rosecrans and revive the fighting capability of the Union Army. His actions
became known as “establishing the cracker line”, a line of supply that would
eventually support Sherman’s March through Georgia.
On 2 November at 0730 the RT will drive by bus (55 passenger) to Bridgeport
to meet Jim Ogden, a frequent speaker at RT meetings and Chickamauga
National Park Historian. We will tour Bridgeport and Lookout Valley, Brown’s
Ferry, and review the battle of Wauhatchie, a union victory and night fight that
essentially sustained the Union’s use of the Tennessee River for resupply.
• Lunch will be at a local restaurant and individuals will pay for their lunch
separately.
• Upon completion of the tour we will return to Huntsville between 1700 and
1800.
• Cost per person is $65 based upon 20 participants. Remember neither
Alabama or Auburn play that day and if you’re a sustaining member there
is a 50% discount on the fee.
• The more participants the cheaper the bus.
Sign up now.

Announcements:
Thursday, September 12, Rebekah Davis will describe the Civil
War in Limestone County” and specifically the events taking place
from 1861-1865 including the 1862 sacking of Athens, the 1864
battles of Athens and Sulphur Creek Trestle, and the people who
took care of the home front while family members were serving in
the military.
Rebekah preserves and provides access to the historic records
of her hometown and county as the Archivist at the Limestone
Rebekah Davis
County Archives since 2010. In addition to preserving documents
she helps people discover their history, and she is overseeing the renovation of
the Archives Facility. Davis is instrumental in historic enrichment projects and
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events that engage everyone from tiny tots to civic leaders with the community
story.
Davis serves her profession as immediate past president of the National
Association of Government Archives and Records Administrators, and has served
as president of the Society of Alabama Archivists.
A University of North Alabama graduate, Davis was a journalist and frugalliving blogger in a past life.
LET’S VISIT NICK’s RISTORANTE

Say Hello to Nick of Nick's Resturante. It remains the #1
steakhouse in Northeast Alabama and now has the Best
Chef in the Valley as voted in the Planet.

The Bennet’s are going
to Nicks!
The Clevenger’s, another tag
team will enjoy Nick's.

Nick’s Ristorante remains the #1 steakhouse in North East Alabama and now
has the Best Chef in the Valley as voted in The Planet.
We thank, Homewood Suites by Hilton, (714 Gallatin Street SW Huntsville) for
their support for the Round Table.
Civil War Round Table Leaders and Members are invited to St. Louis.
April Harris, Jonathan Creekmore, and Arley McCormick will represent the
TVCWRT in St. Louis, Mo., September 20-22, 2019 for the annual Congress.
Attendees will learn strategies for recruitment and retention, governance,
fundraising, marketing and effective advocacy. Tours of the Missouri Civil War
Museum, Jefferson Barracks and Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site will
also be available.
This year’s event is sponsored by the Civil War Round Table of St. Louis and
the Missouri Civil War Museum. Featured speakers include Dr. John Bamberl of
the Scottsdale CWRT, Matt Borowick of Civil War News, Jay Jorgensen of the
R.E. Lee CWRT, Dr. Chris Mackowski of Emerging Civil War and Mike Movius of
the Puget Sound CWRT. More information and registration details are available
online at www.cwrtcongress.org
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John Mason, former President of the TVCWRT, provides insight regarding
the 19th Century wars in Europe.
"In the middle of the 19th Century, Europe was trying it's best not to be torn
apart. In France, Louis Napoleon longed to recreate his uncle's lost empire. While
in Berlin, Otto von Bismarck worked fervently to unify the German states. Both
actions were antithetical to each other, and could only have one result: war.
Did you know that that war would dominate the politics of the continent for
the next 75 years? Come learn how it arose, how it was fought, and more
importantly, what it wrought on the rest of the world."
The OLLI term begins Sep 16, and the class itself will be on Wednesdays at
1300.
Check with John Mason for more details jdmason52@gmail.com

Board Reports
The 2019 Schedule of Speakers
10-Oct, John Scales, Preview of Field Trip:
Background and context of Breaking the
Siege of Chattanooga – Bridgeport, Browns
Ferry, and Wauhatchie – along with details of
the field trip itself.
14-Nov, Peggy Towns, United States Colored
Troops (USCT)

Membership: as of July 31,
the TVCWRT has 127
members and there is still
space for one of your
friends.

TVCWRT Features
Book Reviews
Memoirs of Service Afloat, Admiral Raphael Semmes, 1868, 833 pages.
Reprinted, 1987, The Blue and Grey Press. Reviewed by April Harris.
I’ve just finished reading a book that was first published 152
years ago and I recommend that you read it, too. Memoirs of Service
Afloat, is the first-hand Civil War account of Admiral Raphael
Semmes, CSN, Captain of the CSS Alabama. My curiosity piqued
by the engaging presentation of his descendent, Ed Semmes at a
July joint TVCWRT-Bicentennial Commission program, I
undertook the challenge of reading this door-stop sized 833-page
description of Captain Semmes’ remarkable wartime adventures
around the globe. And what a read it is!
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We are along for the ride searching for Federal merchant ships through
hurricanes, snow, sweltering heat, and boring calms as Semmes navigates the
globe. The adventure begins in Mobile and proceeds down the coast of South
America, across the Atlantic to Africa, around the Cape of Good Hope, though
the Indian Ocean, up the China Sea and back, ultimately arriving at the English
Channel where the Alabama meets her fate. Semmes is a gifted writer spooling
out vivid, silky descriptions of places, people, weather, geography, politics,
navigation, naval courtesies, and sailing all wrapped in a vocabulary that would
make an English teacher jealous (I jotted 60 words that were new to me). He
describes the customs, habitations, weather, vegetation, and foods of each of the
places he visits, giving today’s readers a glimpse into what the far corners of the
world were like before modern inventions connected us so completely. Writing at
a time when meteorology was a new field, his observations of weather
phenomena and how the ocean currents and trade winds work, is fascinating. A
curious thinker and keen observer, he conjectures about how the ocean currents
function and their effect on climate and theorizes about natural occurrences
such as phosphorescence in the water.
Trained as a lawyer, Semmes’ first seven chapters offer a first-person Civil War
source for a discussion into the causes of secession and provide an extraordinary
glimpse into the mindset of the day. As his tale unfolds, it is interesting to
observe how the man who was born in 1809, was being compelled into modernity
as the war changed everything around him. Throughout his career Semmes held
fast to concepts of chivalry and a code of honor that were quickly disappearing.
Even his famous ship is a metaphor for the changes the Civil War brought--the
Alabama was powered by both sails and a coal-fired steam boiler.
While Memoirs of Service Afloat does contain some observations that will offend
contemporary sensibilities, it is a compelling, personal, and powerful glimpse in
to the often-overlooked Civil War at sea, told by a man who lived it. Reprinted by
the Blue and Grey press in 1987, the best place to find a hard copy is likely a
used book store but because the copyright has long expired, Memoirs of Service
Afloat is readily available for free download. Simply search the title online.
All Hell Can’t Stop Them. David A. Powell. Savas Beatie.
2019. 171 pages, 8 maps, 109 images. A Tennessee Valley Civil
War Round Table Review by John Scales
The subtitle of this short book is “The Battles for
Chattanooga: Missionary Ridge and Ringgold” and that’s
precisely what it is, a very narrowly focused book. It starts with
Hooker having captured Lookout Mountain and thus setting
the stage for the attack on the Confederate Army of Tennessee,
now set up on Missionary Ridge. After laying out Grant’s
overall plan, the book goes into an account of Sherman’s rather
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unsuccessful initial attack against the outlying hills on the north end of the
ridge. It then switches to Bragg, outlining how he dithered on what exactly his
response should be. A separate chapter details a cavalry raid by Union troopers
that cut communications between Bragg and Longstreet, who was besieging
Knoxville.
Then the book dives deeply into Sherman’s unsuccessful efforts against
Cleburne’s division on the north end of Missionary Ridge. Although this was
intended by Grant to be the main attack, it bogged down and Sherman was
reduced to calling for a supporting attack by Thomas against the face of the
ridge. Seemingly against all odds (and the orders given by Grant and Thomas,
which directed an attack merely against the base of the ridge), this attack carried
the ridge itself and broke the Confederate army in panic.
The last three chapters cover the fight at Rossville on the southern end of
Missionary Ridge, Cleburne’s successful delay at Rossville and the gap to its east,
a delay that saved the rest of the army, and a final summing up of the
consequences of this entire action. Of course, the most significant consequence
was the eventual promotion of Grant to lieutenant general and overall command
of the Union army.
This narrative is followed by a detailed set of directions in the form of a driving
tour to visit the key locations mentioned in the book and several appendices
covering ancillary matters, one of which covers in some detail Longstreet’s
actions around Knoxville and another that outlines the order of battle on both
sides.
This book would be an invaluable companion for those wishing to spend two
or three days thoroughly exploring the field as it gives you the background
picture and the details – and tells you how to find the sites of interest. Highly
recommended for those who wish to visit the ground, with one caveat: check and
make sure the book has been properly printed. The copy I got had a series of
blank pages where the printing failed, so that some of the information was lost.
Civil War Tutorial for the Web
The TVCWRT is a 501c3 and our charter specifies our purpose as education
and preservation. Traditionally, a Round Table is focused on educating ourselves
rather than the community and that hasn't changed but the 501c3 status
implies more responsibility to educate others. The elevated status recognizes the
TVCWRT as an education-based institution outside the traditional accredited
instruments of government and privately funded institutions, not in competition
with, but a complement to those institutions.
Reviewing the syllabus of over 30 colleges and universities at all ends of the
American compass that teach the Civil War era, it is clear the focus is dependent
upon the professor. There appears to be no National standard. A review of their
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reference material indicates the courses rely on material written by award
winning authors, those published after 1950 (but not exclusively). Plus, the
contemporary, political and social interests today clearly misrepresent many
aspects of the era. While a historical perspective is always dependent upon,
hopefully, an educated point of view, 170 years after the events were initially
reported and examined, any review reveals ample gaps and perspectives that
challenge contemporary sensibilities. The TVCWRT promotes the concept of
nonpartisan analysis but agreement occasionally is an agreement to disagree on
any issue.
The TVCWRT board of directors approved a proposal to develop the concept.
The proposal included examining the material from a nonpartisan perspective
and making it free and available to everyone. In a small fashion it may help
bridge the gap of misconception and, in addition, attract more people to engage
in understanding the era that redefined our country.
The newsletter articles that appear in this and future newsletters will focus on
the political, economic, military, and social aspects of the Civil War Era and we
begin with Emil Posey’s assessment of the Antebellum era political activity. John
Mason will address the economic impacts, Ed Kennedy will address the military
aspects, and Arley McCormick will finalize the initial phase of the project with
the social aspects of the era.
Your review and comments will help us finalize the tutorial that we intend to
place on our website. Enjoy, think critically, and give us feedback at:
arleymccormick@comcast.net.

Nooks and Crannies
My articles this month and next are doing double-duty. The idea for a deep
dive into antebellum national politics to explore our country’s descent into civil
war originated with Arley’s initiative to establish a series of educational modules
on our website to spark the interest of those early in their study of the war. He
tagged me for a survey of politics.
National politics at the time were complicated and fiercely partisan with a
raucous Congress usually the center of action. There were numerous attempts
at compromises and policies to channel the furor towards eventual political
resolution but to no avail. The nation drew inexorably to war. Even at a
summary level, it is a long story full of political twists, turns, and colorful
characters. It will stretch to a two-parter to cover the major points, possibly even
three parts by the time it’s finished. Here is the first part. I hope you enjoy it.
–Emil (As always, comments and critique are most welcome.)
The Antebellum period in American history is generally considered to be the
period before the civil war and after the War of 1812, for the purposes of our
discussion we expand it to all the years from 1776 to 1860.
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Antebellum Politics
The Road to Secession, 1776 to 1860
(Part 1: 1787 through 1820)
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom,
it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of
incredulity…”
Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities (1859)
Cultural divisions between the North and South have their roots in American
history. The original colonies were founded by groups with different religions,
ethnicities, dialects, politics and artistic traditions. This was exacerbated by
subsequent immigration as well, and together they drove different value sets.” 1
As observed in one treatise on the South: “From the very beginning the South
was different. The source and significance of this “differentness” has been
argued about, debated, and discussed for two hundred years.
Various
explanations have been offered to explain what makes the South uniquely
different from the rest of the country: the presence of slavery and later
segregation; the importance of agriculture; defeat in war (the Civil War); a sort of
inborn conservatism; the unique ethnic origins of inhabitants of the South; and
even the weather. It’s a popular topic: a veritable industry—books, lectures,
videos, conferences—has arisen in modern times to not only ‘explain’ the South
but also to prophesy its imminent demise or survival as a regional cultural entity
… [T]he differences between the South and the rest of the nation have mattered—
the Civil War representing the most signiﬁcant example of this. Indeed, from the
very beginning, the nation’s politics have been shaped by regional differences.” 2
Concerns about joining two diverse groups into a single nation abounded at the
time. Patrick Henry, for example, is noted for saying, “I am sure that the dangers
of this system [the Federal Constitution] are real, when those who have no
similar interest with the people of this country [the South] are to be left in the
hands of those [the North], whose advantage it will be to infringe them.”
Southern and Northern economies initially were both based on agriculture, but
in the antebellum period they separated into two distinct economic sectors – the
South staying predominantly agricultural and the North industrializing. They
had a history of being politically separated. Both initially favored small, weak
central government with heavy reliance on states’ rights and prerogatives, but
that began to change in the North with the advent of canals and railroads and
the expectation that the government (state and federal) would back investors
with bonds and other financial incentives. There are even today differences in
identity, language (dialect and accents), values, and so on.
From an
anthropological point of view that would be enough to categorize Southerners
and Northerners as different cultures.
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From Colonial times to the founding of our nation and on through our
antebellum period, there was nothing smooth in our national politics and
domestic relations.
The
nation was on a path that
precious few seemed to
foresee and fewer still to
understand – a critical,
formative path that defines
us still. There were several
attempts to reduce the tempo
(compromises),
but
the
nation relentlessly stayed on
this path. It was a path to
"We are not to expect perfection in this world; but mankind, in
modern times, have apparently made some progress in the
the future by way of civil
science of government. “
strife, civil war, suffering,
and, for many people and
George Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette, February 7,
1788
locales,
ruin.
In
chronological order, we will
look at this path our new nation took on its journey to understand and reconcile
sectional interpretations of the meaning of the Constitution amid a clash of
cultures. It was a complicated, swirling, entangled journey; we will only touch
its major points.
“The close of the War of Independence of 1776 found the thirteen original
Colonies, which had waged that war, sovereign and independent States. They
had, for the purpose of carrying on that war, formed a league, or confederation,
and the articles of this league were still obligatory upon them.” 3 This was codified
in the Articles of Confederation, our first constitution, lasting from 1776 until
1789. But that national governance structure was flawed in that it established
a weak central government, placed most powers in the hands of the states, was
unable to enforce national laws, and, therefore, had little power over the various
states. Our very name, United States, was emblematic of this weakness. Having
gained independence from Great Britain, the thirteen colonies viewed themselves
as sovereign nations. That was what “state” meant: “Groups of people which
have acquired international recognition as an independent country and which
have a population, a common language, and a defined and distinct territory.” 4
Their “union” was not intended to surrender self-control to a central government;
rather, it was a marriage of convenience – a confederation. They had rid
themselves of one abusive, overly powerful central government; they did not want
another. 5
Our confederation could not sustain itself; its economy faltered, and it could
not resolve the issues facing a nascent and growing country. Ineffective, this
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model led to the formation of “a more perfect union” under our present
Constitution — the United States of America 2.0, so to speak.
The new constitution was “more perfect,” yes, but it, too, had flaws. Several
compromises were needed just to keep Southern states in the Constitutional
Convention and to subsequently ratify it.
The Great Compromise
Under the Articles of Confederation, the national government had only one
branch, the Confederation Congress, in which each state had one vote. Each
state, regardless of population or size had an equal vote. Moreover, the
requirements for passing measures were quite high: nine of the thirteen states
had to approve. Amending the Articles themselves was even harder: all thirteen
had to vote in favor of a change. When changes were being discussed during our
Constitutional Convention (May 25 – September 17, 1787) for how states should
be represented during the creation of a new Constitution, two plans were pushed
forward: the Virginia Plan, which provided for representation to be based on the
population of each state, and the New Jersey Plan, which proposed equal
representation for every state.
The Great Compromise, also called the
Connecticut Compromise, combined both plans. Congress would be bicameral
consisting of a Senate that would be based on equal representation for each state
and a House of Representatives that would be based on population.
The Three-Fifths Compromise
The Constitutional Convention also grappled with how slaves would be
counted for purposes of both representation and taxation. James Madison held
that “states were divided into different interests not by their difference of size,
but by other circumstances; the most material of which resulted partly from
climate, but principally from [the effects of] their having or not having slaves.” 6
If slaves were considered property, they would not be counted at all; if they were
considered persons, they would be counted fully — just as women, children, and
others who could not vote were counted. Delegates from Northern states, where
the economy did not rely heavily on slavery, felt that slaves should not be
counted. If they were, they would provide the South with a greater number of
representatives. Southern states fought for slaves to be fully counted. This
compromise, proposed by James Wilson of Pennsylvania as a way to gain
Southern support for the Constitution, provided that every five slaves would be
counted as three in terms of representation. This compromise was not a
statement on the intrinsic worth or humanness of individual slaves (that was a
completely different issue), but rather a method of apportionment for
Representatives. Minimizing the percentage of the slave population counted for
apportionment reduced the political power of slaveholding states. An opposing
view is that this compromise would “guarantee that the South would be strongly
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represented in the House of Representatives and would have disproportionate
power in electing Presidents… Rather than halting or slowing the importation of
slaves in the south, slavery had been given a new life — a political life. Even
when the law stopped the importing of new slaves in 1808, the south continued
to increase its overall political status and electoral votes by adding and breeding
slaves illegally.” 7
The Electoral College
The Articles of Confederation did not provide for a chief executive of the United
States. When delegates decided that a president was necessary, there was a
disagreement over how he should be elected to office. While some delegates such
as James Madison felt that the president should be popularly elected, others
feared that, due to the great distances and slow or lack of communications of
the era, the voters could not learn enough about the candidates to make an
informed decision. Various alternatives were discussed. In the end, the two
sides compromised with the creation of the Electoral College, which is made up
of electors roughly proportional to population. This, in effect, reinforced the
Three-Fifths Compromise since, again, it gave Southern voters more clout than
their Northern counterparts. Each state would have as many Electors as it has
Representatives and Senators in Congress. Voters in each state would elect the
Electors who would then vote for the President and Vice President.
The Commerce Compromise
The North was becoming industrialized and produced many finished goods,
whereas the South was heavily agrarian. The South imported many finished
goods from Great Britain and exported agricultural products to it. Northern
states wanted import tariffs on finished products to protect against foreign
competition and encourage the South to buy goods made in the North, export
tariffs on raw goods to increase revenue flowing into the United States, and
federal regulation over trade. Southern states feared such tariffs would hurt
their trade and wanted states to have the power to regulate trade. The
compromise provided that tariffs would only be allowed on imports (none on
exports for at least 20 years). Also, while international and interstate commerce
would be regulated by the federal government, all commerce legislation would
need a two-thirds majority in the Senate to be passed. This was another win for
the South since it countered the power of the more populous Northern states.
Intrastate trade would be regulated by the individual states.
The Slave Trade Compromise
The issue of slavery was divisive during the Constitutional Convention. Those
who opposed slavery in the Northern states wanted to bring an end to the
importation and sale of slaves. This was in direct opposition to the Southern
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states, which felt that slavery was vital to their economy and did not want the
government interfering in the slave trade.
South Carolina and Georgia
threatened to secede if slavery were banned altogether. In this compromise,
Northern states, believing slavery was a dying institution anyway, agreed to wait
until 1808 before Congress would be able to ban the slave trade in the U.S. It
also allowed the federal government to levy a tax on the importation of slaves, at
$10 for each slave, although it could not be levied for at least ten years. This
compromise was yet another win for the South.
Federal versus State rights
From the first days of the Republic, the central issue was the degree of
sovereignty held by the individual states vis-à-vis the federal government and
the basis for and meaning of the Union as a unifying political entity. As H. W.
Brands observed, “The founders had left deliberately vague where the boundary
lay between state and national authority; similarly, blurred was who would
determine the boundary and how it would be enforced. They knew that any
explicit answer might wreck their experiment in self-government before it got
fairly started; they left to their heirs to find a solution the country could live
with.” 8
Article II of the Articles of Confederation mandated that “Each state retains its
sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and
right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United States,
in Congress assembled.” The Constitutional Convention broadened the powers
of the federal government, but only after considerable disagreement among the
delegates as to how extensive the powers of the federal government should be.
9 The document produced in Philadelphia in September of 1787 reflects
numerous compromises on the question of the rights of states and the powers of
the new federal government. While the sovereignty of states was preserved in
some respects, specific provisions were included limiting their powers. Most
significantly, Article VI ("The Supremacy Clause") of the new Constitution made
any valid exercise of federal law (and the Constitution enumerated a long list of
federal powers, including the broad power to regulate commerce) superior to any
state law "to the contrary."
During the ratification process, the group that came to be known as the
Federalists (including Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison) saw
a stronger federal government as critical to the nation taking its place as a leader
on the world's stage. The Anti-Federalists opposed ratification, their principal
argument being that the Constitution gave too much power to the federal
government (which some characterized this as “coercive allegiance”) and took
away too many powers of the states. They complained about the Supremacy
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Clause, about the powers of the President, about the six-year terms of Senators,
and about the many new powers granted to Congress.
As a compromise necessary to ensure ratification, Federalists agreed to
propose a Bill of Rights that would specifically limit the powers of the new federal
government and would, through the Tenth Amendment, recognize that "The
powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by
it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people."
The Power to Secede
The crystalizing issue in the sectional turmoil was whether the states
individually had the discretionary right to leave (to secede from) the Union.
Exacerbating all of this was the occasional federal law and policy that would
benefit one section of the country at the expense of another. Governing was a
difficult balancing act often not done well despite the best of intentions (and
intentions were not always pristine). Imbalances led to disputes that were, in
turn, inflamed by public oratory within and between states and the print media,
between regional and national political groups, and in Congress. The states’
rights controversy (focusing on secession) was the political underpinning of the
North-South dispute – a power struggle to see which part of the country would
have control; slavery was its social and economic underpinnings (albeit this is a
contentious view).
The notion of secession — the right of states to secede from the union — has
a long and deep history in this country, but more as a threat rather than as an
actual dissolution of the Union.
Pro-secessionists found philosophical
justification for altering or abolishing a government and instituting a new one in
the Declaration of Independence. Those who held that the Union was simply a
compact among the states argued that states could secede from that compact
just as they had earlier acceded to it.
It was not only embodied in the South, but in New England as well. During
the War of 1812, New England felt that the war's objectives served only the
interests of the South and West and was being conducted at their expense. The
Harford Convention of 1814 brought together dissatisfied representatives from
the region, who met in secret to discuss their strategy. One of the options
considered as secession of New England from the United States. When the war
came to a quick end, the motivation for secession evaporated. 10 In the 1840s,
abolitionists seriously considered the possibility that the North should secede in
order to free itself from the immoral Constitution of the United States, which
gave permanent legal support to slavery in America. In 1843, the Massachusetts
Anti-Slavery Society endorsed disunion by a vote of 59 to 21. 11 Just before the
outbreak of hostilities in 1861, New York City mayor Fernando Wood proposed
that the city should secede from New York State and become its own "free port"
and that New York secede from the Union. Investments by New Yorkers in the
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South along with profitable commercial relations made the city reluctant to
support the Civil War, but Wood's radical suggestion was not followed. 12 There
was even concern that some of the agrarian states in the Northwest, whose
economies were dependent upon shipment of their produce down the Mississippi
River and out through New Orleans, might lead them not so much to secession
as to active cooperation with the South. 13
The case for state-rights as summarized by Dwight Dumont, “The state-rights
men considered the federal government an agent of the sovereign states,
entrusted with certain carefully defined powers, for the performance of specific
duties. State governments, they maintained, did not derive any power
whatsoever from the Constitution or the federal government; on the contrary,
whatever powers the latter possesses were bestowed upon it by the states
through the Constitution. Its powers being derivative, the state which delegated
them might take them away. Whatever powers had not been delegated to the
federal government nor prohibited by the states had been reserved to the
respective states. The fact that a division of powers had been made confirmed
the intention of limitations and implied a power capable of enforcing restrictions.
The question was, where did this power of determining the extent of limitations
and reserved powers reside? Webster and the federal school said that in all suits
in law and equity the Supreme Court was the final judge, and that in cases not
capable of being argued before that tribunal Congress must judge of, and finally
interpret, the powers of the federal government. Calhoun, Hayne, and the staterights school held this doctrine to be a presumption utterly unwarranted either
by interpretation of the Constitution itself or the circumstances of its inception.
They regarded the Constitution as an instrument of union between states which
had never surrendered their sovereignty nor agreed to unlimited submission to
the government created by the compact. The states, and not the government so
created, were the final judge of the extent of their reserved power. In case the
federal government arrogated authority beyond the limits of the delegation or
encroached upon the reservations, each state had the right to determine for itself
the nature and extent of remedial measures.” 14
Slavery expansion issues
As the new nation moved forward, the dispute between northeastern and
southern states grew to critical mass. No issue epitomized that dispute more
than the expansion of slavery into new states and federal territories. Slavery was
the underpinning, the backdrop, of sectional conflict and every national domestic
issue from 1820 to 1860, and, ultimately, the Civil War.
Slavery is fundamentally an economic problem. 15 When Europeans first
colonized the North American continent, the land was vast and unimproved,
work was harsh, and there was a severe shortage of labor. White bond servants,
paying their passage across the ocean from Europe through indentured labor,
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eased but did not solve the problem. Tensions between settlers and former
indentured servants, plus a growing shortage of available indentures (both
voluntary and forced), increased the pressure to find a new labor source. In
1619, a Dutch ship loaded with African slaves introduced a solution—and yet
paradoxically a new problem. 16
Slaves proved marginally economical on large farms where labor-intensive
cash crops (such as tobacco, sugar, indigo, cotton, and rice) could be grown.
Slave-owning was expensive, and acreage provided economies of scale sufficient
to support it. This was more the case in the South than in the North. The South
was given to large plantations; the North to smaller yeoman farms. Before the
Revolution, the proportion of slaves in the North never got
much above 5 percent of the total population. 17
By the end of the Revolution, slavery became largely
unprofitable in the North and was slowly dying out. Even
in the South slavery was becoming less useful as tobacco
prices fluctuated and began to drop. In 1793, however,
Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin, which made it
possible for textile mills to use the type of cotton most
easily grown in the lower South. Prior to the cotton gin,
cotton had required considerable labor to clean and
prepare for weaving. The cotton gin quickly and easily
Eli Whitney, 1822
separated cotton fibers from their seeds, enabling much
greater productivity than manual cotton separation
Wiki
caused massive growth in the production of cotton in the United States,
concentrated mostly in the South. Cotton production expanded from 750,000
bales in 1830 to 2.85 million bales in 1850. As a result, the South overall became
even more dependent on plantations and slavery. 18 Plantation agriculture
became the largest sector of its economy and cotton the most valuable
commodity in the nation, next to the cumulative value of the slaves themselves.
Northwest Ordinance of 1787
The Northwest Ordinances, also called
Ordinances of 1784, 1785, 1787, and 1789
were enacted to establish orderly and equitable
settlement and political incorporation of the
Northwest Territory – the area generally known
today as the American Midwest. While the
ordinances were a major accomplishment of
the government under the Articles of
Confederation,
they
foreshadowed
how
territorial expansion and slavery would
become intertwined in the ensuing years. 19
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"After some difficulty we passed an
Ordinance for establishing a temporary
Government beyond the Ohio as
preparatory to the sale of that
Country.“
Richard Henry Lee to Francis Lightfoot
Lee, July 14, 1787
"When I drew the Ordinance (which
passed, a few words excepted, as I
originally formed it,) I had no idea the
states would agree to the sixth article,
prohibiting slavery...“

Until about 1780 the lands of the
Northwest Territory were claimed by
several existing states, including New York
and Virginia. Most subsequently ceded
their territorial holdings to the central
government.
This meant specific
measures were needed to guide the
settlement and division of the Northwest
Territory. 20

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787,
officially titled An Ordinance for the
Nathan Dane to Rufus King, July 16.
Government of the Territory of the United
1787
States, North-West of the River Ohio, and
also known as The Ordinance of 1787, was the most important of the three acts,
laying the basis for governance of the Northwest Territory and the eventual
admission of its constituent parts as states into the Union. It superseded the
Land Ordinance of 1784, which declared that states would one day be formed
within the region, and the Land Ordinance of 1785, which described how the
Confederation Congress would sell the land to private citizens. A blueprint for
the development and settlement of the region, what the 1787 ordinance lacked
was a strong central government to implement it. This need was addressed
shortly thereafter, when the new federal government came into existence in
1789. The 1st United States Congress reaffirmed the 1787 ordinance, and, with
slight modifications, renewed it through the Northwest Ordinance of 1789.
Under the 1787 ordinance, each district was to be governed by a governor and
judges appointed by Congress until it attained a population of 5,000 adult free
males, at which time it would become a territory and could form its own
representative legislature. The Northwest Territory must eventually comprise a
minimum of three and a maximum of five states; an individual territory could be
admitted to statehood after having attained a population of 60,000. Under the
ordinance, slavery was forever outlawed from the lands of the Northwest
Territory, freedom of religion and other civil liberties were guaranteed, the
resident Native Americans were promised decent treatment and education for
their children – promises too often not kept. 21 The first state to be admitted into
the union from the Northwest Territory was Ohio in 1803, followed by Indiana,
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin.
The Northwest Ordnance established the precedent by which the federal
government would be sovereign and expand westward with the admission of new
states, rather than with the expansion of existing states and their established
sovereignty under the Articles of Confederation. It also set legislative precedent
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with regard to American public domain lands. The Supreme Court recognized
the authority of the Northwest Ordinance of 1789 within the applicable
Northwest Territory as constitutional in Strader v. Graham but did not extend
the Ordinance to cover the respective states once they were admitted to the
Union. The prohibition of slavery in the territory established the Ohio River as
the geographic divide between slave states and free states from the Appalachian
Mountains to the Mississippi River (an extension of the Mason-Dixon Line).
Fugitive Slave Act of 1793
Fugitive
slave
laws
provided slaveowners with
the
right
to
reclaim
runaways
from
other
jurisdictions,
and
those
states or jurisdictions were
required to deliver the
fugitives. The Northwest
Ordinance
of
1787
contained
similar
protections for slaveowners.
The Constitution included a
Fugitive
Slave
Clause
(Article 4, Section 2, Clause
3), which guaranteed a right
for a slaveholder to recover
A political cartoon depicting four black men being fired upon by
an escaped slave. Following
a posse of white men.
a
dispute
between
Produced in New York City in 1850 by Hoff & Bloede.
Pennsylvania and Virginia,
Congress
passed
the
Library of Congress
Fugitive Slave Act of 1793,
which clarified the processes by which slaveowners could claim their property
and was designed to balance the competing interests of free and slave states. It
required every state, including those that forbade slavery, to forcibly return
slaves who had escaped from other states to their owners.
Most Northern states eventually abolished slavery and often chose not to
enforce the 1793 law, with several of them enacting laws ensuring fugitive slaves
a jury trial. 22 In 1823, the law was upheld by Supreme Judicial Court of
Massachusetts in a case regarding a Virginia runaway (Commonwealth of
Massachusetts vs. Camillus Griffith, October 18, 1823), and then upheld again
by the US Supreme Court in 1842 (Prigg vs. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
March 1, 1842). All of this would come to a head in the Compromise of 1850
and the Dred Scott case.
24
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Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions of 1798 & 1799
The Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions, initially drafted by Thomas Jefferson
and James Madison, respectively, were issued by the Kentucky and Virginia
legislatures in response to the federal Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798. The
Resolutions declared that the states are united by compact under the
Constitution, that the Constitution limits federal authority to certain
enumerated powers, that Congressional acts exceeding those powers are
infractions of the Constitution, and that each state has the right and duty to
determine the constitutionality of federal laws and prevent application of
unconstitutional federal laws in its own territory. 23 This became known as
nullification and interposition in that the states had a right to interpose [use one’s
authority] to prevent harm caused by unconstitutional laws. The Virginia
Resolutions contemplated joint action by the states.
.
The Resolutions were not well received at the time, eliciting disapproval from
ten state legislatures. Most states insisted that under the Supremacy Clause of
the Constitution (Article VI), the states had no power to block enforcement of
federal laws and that the courts should be relied upon to strike down
unconstitutional laws (a position which both Jefferson and Madison had
endorsed in the context of the Bill of Rights). 24
George Washington was
appalled, saying that if "systematically and pertinaciously pursued", they would
"dissolve the union or produce coercion". 25
By the early 1830s, though,
Southern states, with South Carolina in the forefront, came around to the idea
of nullification, as did anti-slavery activists in the early 1850s. More about these
later.
Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves
The first shipload of African captives to
North America arrived at Jamestown,
Virginia in August 1619, but for most of
the 17th century, European indentured
servants were far more numerous in the
North American British colonies than
were African slaves. 26 However, after
1680, the flow of indentured servants
sharply declined, leading to an explosion
in the African slave trade. By the middle
of the 18th century, slavery could be
found in all 13 colonies and was at the
core of the Southern colonies’ agricultural
economy. By the time of the Revolution,
25
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the English importers alone had brought some three million captive Africans to
the Americas.
After the Revolution ended in 1783, slavery grew more and more controversial
among the states. The slave population was growing rapidly because slave
families were having children and plantation owners were importing even more
slaves from Africa. The largest concentration of slaves was in the South, where
large farms of tobacco, rice, and cotton required many laborers. The Northern
states did not need large numbers of slaves, and some of them began to pass
legislation to end slavery (Vermont having been the first in 1777).

The Territory of Illinois applied for statehood
in 1817 but it’s northern boundary at the time
fell short of Lake Michigan. Illinois settlers
successfully worked through Congress to shift
the border north to where the Chicago River
connects to Lake Michigan. They wanted to
build a canal from Lake Michigan to the
Illinois River, which would make their state
become an economic powerhouse at the
crossroads of an expanding America by going
traffic coming down the Ohio River the
Mississippi River to go up the Illinois River to
the Chicago River to get to Lake Michigan
through the Great Lakes to the Erie Canal to
the Hudson River to the Atlantic; also, to keep
Illinois securely fastened to the north. So, the
boundaries of Illinois were very much attuned
to the conflict over slavery and whether the
country would eventually divide.

The importation of slaves from Africa
continued through the 1790s and into
the next decade. Meanwhile, the
Southern states began planting different
crops. Farmers in Maryland and
northern Virginia planted less tobacco
and more wheat, a crop that required
fewer fieldworkers. The more southerly
states greatly expanded their cotton and
sugarcane crops, both of which required
many laborers. (The invention of the
cotton gin in 1793 sharply increased
the need for slave labor.)
Per Eric Foner (a historian at
Columbia University), “There were many
Southerners who wanted to ban the
slave trade, particularly in the upper
South, in Virginia. Virginia, by the early
19th century, was already exporting
slaves to other states. And once the slave
trade was abolished, Virginia became a
major source of the internal slave trade.
As slavery expanded into the South and
the
Southwest,
the
Alabama,
Mississippi, et cetera, where did they get
those slaves from after Africans couldn't
be brought in? They were gotten from
the upper South. And so there were a
lot of people even within the South who
didn't want the competition of the
African slave trade because their
26
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livelihood it was based on selling slaves within the United States.” 27
In January 1807, with a self-sustaining population of over four million
slaves in the South, some Southern congressmen joined with the North in
voting for the act, which became effective January 1, 1808.
The act prohibited slave importation into the United States, but it did not
prohibit slavery or slave trade within the United States. It also provided that any
ship outfitted for slave trade would be seized, and people would be fined for
taking on board their ships individuals intended to be sold into slavery in the
United States. The act made it illegal for anyone to purchase or sell a slave that
the person knew had been imported from another country after the act took
effect. Moreover, it allowed the president to use the navy to patrol any coastal
waters where illegal slave importation was taking place. The navy could seize
any slave ships they found and bring them into US ports. And while the act
successfully ended the importation of slaves into the US, the widespread trade
of slaves within the South was not prohibited.
Children of slaves
automatically became slaves themselves, thus ensuring a self-sustaining
slave population in the South.
Political Parties
Before we finish our summary of major national political issues, this is a good
time to step sideways and look at the political factions that were developing.
The Constitution is silent on the subject. The Founders did
not originally intend for American politics to be partisan. In
Federalist Papers Nos. 9 and 10, Alexander Hamilton and
James Madison, respectively, wrote specifically about the
dangers of domestic political factions. In addition, President
George Washington was not a member of any political party
at the time of his election or throughout his tenure as
president. He hoped that political parties would not be
formed, fearing conflict and stagnation, as outlined in his
Farewell Address.28 But their formation was all but
James Madison
inevitable. People organize because there is strength in
unity and numbers with a generally common purpose.
The first parties were formed in the 1790s. Factions emerged during the struggle
over ratification of the Constitution. Friction between them increased as
attention shifted from the creation of a new federal government to the question
of how powerful that federal government would be. The Federalists, founded in
1789 and led by Secretary of Treasury Alexander Hamilton, wanted a strong
central government, while the Democratic-Republicans (also referred to as the
Jefferson-Republicans), founded in 1792 and led by Thomas Jefferson,
27
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advocated
states’
rights
instead
of
centralized
power. Federalists coalesced around the commercial sector
of the country while Republicans drew their strength from
those favoring an agrarian society. 29
As the new nation grew and expanded, so did its issues
and interests, and the number and scope of political parties
expanded accordingly. During the Antebellum period,
today’s Republican and Democratic parties began to take
shape, and slavery and secession dominated the political
and economic scene. A thumbnail survey of the more
Alexander
pertinent ones shows this—
Hamilton
• National Republican Party, also known as the AntiJacksonian Party, founded in 1824 and led by John Quincy Adams and
Henry Clay; evolved from a faction of the Democratic-Republican Party
that supported John Quincy Adams in the 1824 presidential election.
Dissolved in 1834.
• Democratic Party, formed in 1828, led by Andrew Jackson. The
Democratic-Republican Party split over the choice of a successor to
President James Monroe. The faction that supported many of the old
Jeffersonian principles, led by Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren,
became the Democratic Party. At its inception, it was the party of the
“common man” and opposed the abolition of slavery. At the Democratic
National Convention in 1860, the party split into two factions, thus
allowing the Republican presidential candidate, Abraham Lincoln, to win
the national election.
o Northern Democrats, led by Stephen Douglas of Illinois, believed
in popular sovereignty – letting the people of the territories vote on
slavery. Douglas was their presidential candidate in 1860.
o Southern (or Conservative) Democrats, led by “Fire-Eater”
William Lowndes Yancey of Alabama, insisted slavery was
national. John C. Breckinridge of Kentucky was their presidential
candidate in 1860.
• Whig Party, formed in 1833; successor to the National Republican party;
founded to oppose Jacksonian Democrats in 1830s. Believed in economic
improvement and domination of legislative branch. Dedicated to defending
federal authority and high tariffs. Gained supports of merchants, bankers,
industrialists and planters. Four presidents aligned with the party for at
least part of their respective terms. Other influential party leaders include
28
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•

•

•

•

Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, William Seward, John J. Crittenden, and
Truman Smith. Dissolved in 1856.
o "Conscience" Whigs, a New England–based, Massachusettscentered faction of the Whig party that opposed the annexation of
Texas and the Mexican War because they feared the extension of
slavery to new territories would endanger the republic.
o Constitution-Union Party, formed in 1860, it was made up of
conservative former Whigs, Know Nothings, and Free Soilers who
wanted to avoid secessionism over the slavery issue. John Bell of
Tennessee was their presidential candidate in 1860.
Liberty Party, formed in 1840; the first antislavery party. It broke away
from the American Anti-Slavery Society (AASS) to advocate the view that
the Constitution was an anti-slavery document. William Lloyd Garrison,
leader of the AASS, held the contrary view that the Constitution should
be condemned as an evil pro-slavery document. The party included
abolitionists who were willing to work within electoral politics to try to
influence people to support their goals. By contrast, the radical Garrison
opposed voting and working within the system. Many of its members
joined the anti-slavery Free Soil Party in 1848 and eventually helped
establish (and merged with) the Republican Party in the 1850s.
American Party, formed in 1844 by the Know-Nothings initially led by Lewis
Charles Levin; American nativist party, anti-Catholic and opposed the great
wave of immigrants who entered the United States after 1846. Served as a
vehicle for politicians opposed to the Democratic Party. Nominated formerPresident Millard Fillmore for president in 1856. Dissolved in 1860.
Free Soil Party, a short-lived party active in the 1848 and 1852
presidential elections as well as in some state elections. A single-issue
party, its main purpose was to oppose the expansion of slavery into the
Western territories, arguing that free men on free soil constituted a
morally and economically superior system to slavery. It also sometimes
worked to remove existing laws that discriminated against freed African
Americans in states such as Ohio.
Republican Party, formed in 1854 by opponents of the Kansas-Nebraska
Act, which allowed for expansion of slavery into certain US territories
(discussed below) and abolitionists; known briefly as the Know Nothing
Party. The party called for economic and social modernization and
denounced the expansion of slavery as a great evil but did not call for ending
29
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it in the Southern states. It nominated John C. Frémont for president in
1856 (he lost to James Buchanan, Democratic Party) and Abraham Lincoln
in 1860.
National politics, complicated from the beginning of the Republic, were
becoming more polarized as the decades rolled by. Compromises to address
Southern concerns and achieve ratification had to be made in Philadelphia in
1787 to get agreement on a new Constitution to replace the Articles of
Confederation, yet there still were disagreements as to meaning and intent –
disagreements stemming from and exacerbated by the growing cultural divide
between North and South. Slavery as an institution and its expansion into
federal territories and new states as they were admitted was becoming ever more
sensitive. Political parties were forming, splitting, and reforming. 30 Congress
was often chaotic. There would be efforts to reduce friction and to resolve the
various issues as best they could be resolved, but passions soared and resolve
hardened. The nation lurched forward towards a storm cloud growing on the
horizon.
We will pause here and pick it up in Part 2 next month (October).
“I wish the constitution, which is offered, had been made more perfect; but I
sincerely believe it is the best that could be obtained at this time. And, as a
constitutional door is opened for amendment hereafter, the adoption of it, under
the present circumstances of the Union, is in my opinion desirable.”
George Washington, in a letter to Patrick Henry, September 24, 1787

Many thanks to Marjorie Reeves, John Mason, and Arley McCormick for their
valuable guidance and editorial support. --Emil
Notes –
1 The

1860 census counted some 34,513,000 persons residing in the US. Thirteen
percent of those – over 4 million – were foreign born. Almost half of those resided
in the New England and Mid-Atlantic states, while most of the remainder were in
the Old Northwest states. Less than ten percent of the nation’s immigrant
population lived in the South. While climate, historical patterns of migration, the
institution of slavery, the trans-Atlantic fare structure, and other factors helped
shape the distribution pattern of immigrants, economic forces were the most potent
determinants. It was lack of economic opportunity that kept most migrants out of
the South. Demand for white labor in the South was low, and European yeoman
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farmers led a miserable existence there. Melting Pot Soldiers: The Union’s Ethnic
Regiments, 2nd ed., William L. Burton; New York: Fordham University Press, 1998,
15-16.
2 “Southern

Culture, An Introduction”, John Beck, Wendy Frandsen, and Aaron
Randall; Durham: Carolina Academic Press, 2007; xiv.
Memoirs of Service Afloat, during the War Between the States, Admiral Raphael
Semmes; Baltimore: Kelly, Piet & Co., 1869; 20. Semmes goes on with an extended
examination of the old confederation and the United States under the new
constitution and the rights and obligations of states and individual citizens
attendant under each. Contrast this to Daniel Webster’s views expressed in his
1833 speech in Congress. See Heirs of the Founders: The Epic Rivalry of Henry
Clay, John Calhoun and Daniel Webster, the Second Generation of American
Giants, H. W. Brands; New York: Doubleday, 2018; 207-212.
3

Duhaime’s
Law
http://www.duhaime.org/LegalDictionary/S/State.aspx.

Dictionary,

4

For a concise discussion of these issues, see “Challenges of the Articles of
Confederation”,
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-ushistory/period-3/articles-of-confederation-ush-lesson/a/challenges-of-thearticles-of-confederation-article.
5

Max Farrand, ed., The Records of the Federal Convention of 1787,vol. 1 [1911],
https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/farrand-the-records-of-the-federal-convention-of1787-vol-1#Farrand_0544-01_3026
6

African American
compromise/.
7

8

Registry,

https://aaregistry.org/story/the-three-fifths-

Brands; 3.

See Semmes, Chapter 2 (pp. 24-35), for a discussion of Southern disagreements
during the Convention as well as during the ratification process.
9

10

Brands; 40-42.

United
States
history.com/pages/h4019.html.
11

History,

Secession;

https://www.u-s-

Ron Soodalter, “The Day New York Tried to Secede”, “America’s Civil War,
January 2012.
12

See, for example, Roger Ransom’s discussion of the “market revolution” in “The
Economics of the Civil War” at https://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economics-of-thecivil-war/.
13

Defenses
of
the
Right
https://www.libertarianism.org/columns/defenses-right-secession.
14

Secession,
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“Slavery in the United States”, Jenny Bourne, Carleton College,
https://eh.net/encyclopedia/slavery-in-the-united-states/. Slavery was also a
cultural problem based on erroneous racial stereotypes. One of its justification
was that negros were unable to take care of themselves without white oversight.
A totally false rationale except in a region that made it difficult for free negros to
live.
15

“Slavery
in
the
United
States”,
American
Battlefield
Trust,
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/slavery-unitedstates?gclid=Cj0KCQjwv8nqBRDGARIsAHfR9wCC8mewnaHqIHiJhfUG8pN43MB
UNsP4GyQ_0Vaw1FhmO0XmQe9oDCkaAtkGEALw_wcB
16

Bourne, ibid. Reportedly some Northern investors owned plantations in the
South run by overseers. I have been unable to find any support for this.
17

18
19
20

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton_gin#Effects_in_the_United_States.
https://www.britannica.com/event/Northwest-Ordinances
Ibid.

In general, relations with and treatment of Native Americans by government at
all levels is another sordid part of our national history, but one outside the scope
of this paper.
21

Fugitive
Slave
Laws,
Encyclopedia
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Fugitive_Slave_Laws.
22

of

Virginia,

Thomas Jefferson Encyclopedia; https://www.monticello.org/site/researchand-collections/kentucky-and-virginia-resolutions. For full text of each, see
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/founding-documents/primary-sourcedocuments/virginia-and-kentucky-resolutions/.
23

24

Thomas Jefferson Encyclopedia; ibid.

Kentucky
and
Virginia
Resolutions,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentucky_and_Virginia_Resolutions.
25

The British were not the only importers of slaves to this part of North America.
The Dutch brought slaves to New Amsterdam (New York today) as early as 1626.
26

“End of Slave Trade Meant New Normal for America,” National Public Radio,
January 10, 2008. By the way, this is where the expression “sold down the river”
originated.
27

28

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_parties_in_the_United_States

“Creating
the
United
States,
Formation
of
Political
Parties”,
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/formation-of-political29
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parties.html.
Also
see
“Rise
of
Political
Parties”,
https://www.radford.edu/~rvshelton/Parties.htm.
30 What’s in a name? One cannot draw a straight line from parties in history to
parties today. Parties change over time, sometimes dramatically — what they
represent and stand for, their priorities and policies, and their objectives and goals
evolve. The Republican Party of 1856, for example, is not the Republican Party of
1956, and neither of those is the Republican Party of 2016.

TVCWRT Little Round Table (LRT) Discussion and Schedule,
2019 by JR Ewing, LRT lead.
September 26, 2019 - Peninsula Campaign 4- Lee takes charge; the Seven Days
Battle (Part 1, through Gaines Mill); Led by John Mason
October 27, 2019 - Peninsula Campaign 5- The Seven Days Battle (Part 2, to
Malvern Hill) and the Aftermath; led by John Mason
December 12, 2019 - The Most Important New Weapon of the American Civil
War; Led by Mark Hubb
Looking for ideas and leads for our 2020 LRT lineup!
Communicate your ideas to Jeffrey Ewing at your earliest.
Many Thanks! To Paul Brueske who proved that not
all coaches destroy any ambition to read and
understand history. His presentation on the Mobile
Campaign was another smash hit for the Round
Table. If you missed it, you missed a great one.

Paul Brueske is being given a
Madison County Bicentennial Coin
from Ed Kennedy, the TVCWRT
Communications Officer, standing
in for President April Harris.
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