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Special Notes:
Honoring former President David Lady
On Thursday the Battlefield Bucket proceeds will be sent to the
Battlefield Trust in the name of our former President David Lady.

Please pay your dues; 47% of our membership for last year are
in good standing.

ANNOUNCEMENTS;
Thursday, February 14, 2019 our
own Ed Kennedy addresses the truth
and myth surrounding events at Fort
Pillow on April 12, 1864.
Ed Ed Kennedy is a retired infantry
officer. He retired when he was an
assistant professor at the US Army’s
Command and General Staff College.
A position he held for nineteen years,
both active duty and retired.
He
taught graduate-level military history,
and took senior Army leaders and
students to battlefields around the
country and overseas to study
campaigns and battles. In his
Lieutenant Colonel (Ret)
Edwin "Ed" Kennedy
nineteen years he taught in three
academic
departments:
history,
tactics, and leadership. He frequently takes military students to battlefields
such as Chickamauga, Georgia to study leadership, tactics, and logistics and is
a frequent speaker to veterans’, civic and historical groups.
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LET’S VISIT NICK’s RISTORANTE

Nick’s Ristorante remains the #1 steakhouse in
North
East Alabama and now has the Best Chef in the We
Valley as voted in The Planet.

Our friend Nick of Nick's Restaurante
Thank, Homewood Suites by Hilton, (714 Gallatin
Street SW Huntsville) for their support for the Round
Table. And, Donald Helman is Nick’s big winner.

Donald Helman

Are you interested in learning more about the Civil
War at your own pace? Check this out! Click on the
podcast icon on your smart phone and hit search
history. The symbol on the right will popup and you
can click on and learn about Civil War history for
hours; while you drive to work, run your five miles
on the treadmill, shop for the best gift for Valentines
day, or just kicking back. If a podcast doesn’t work
for
you
go
to
http://americanmilitaryhistorypodcast.com and listen while you work.
The Official TVCWRT Reading List
Have you read a compelling book that stands the test of explaining the Civil
War? Not just an interesting read but one that explains events or people in the
context of the era that adds depth to your understanding of the Civil War? Let
the board know. Describe the book in 500 words or less and send it to
arleymccormick@comcast.net. It would be good to checkout the Reading List on
the website to make sure your book is not already listed and learn about the
categories listed.
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Louisville Round Table 2019 Spring Field Trip: Jackson’s Valley Campaign
of 1862
This year’s field trip will be to the beautiful Shenandoah Valley
of Virginia where we will study the famous 1862 Valley Campaign
of Stonewall Jackson. The dates for the trip are April 24-28, 2019
and our guide will be Will Greene. Will is one of the best guides we
have ever had, and we are looking forward to having him interpret
Stonewall Jackson’s epic valley campaign of 1862. We will be
headquartered in Harrisonburg from which we will traverse up and
down the Valley visiting all the major sites of the campaign. It has
been 25 years since the Round Table took a field trip to study this important
operation. We have a few spots still open and we are now taking signups and
collecting the $200 non-refundable deposits. The first 40 people to pay the
$200 non-refundable deposit will have guaranteed reservations. You can signup by emailing John Davis at johnd.davis@twc.com and mailing your $200 nonrefundable deposit check made out to LCWRT directly to Louisville Civil War
Round Table, 9462 Brownsboro Road - #142, Louisville, Ky., 40241. You can
also signup at the meetings.
Jackson’s Valley Campaign of 1862 Suggested Reading
If you are planning on going on the Valley Campaign field trip, I strongly urge
you to begin your reading now. There are several good books on the 1862 Valley
Campaign. Here is a list of some of the best.
A good place to start is Robert Tanner’s “Stonewall in the Valley” (revised
edition) which is a detailed study of the entire campaign. As the title implies, it
is written from the Southern army’s point of view, but it is a very objective work.
Thoroughly researched and well written, if you can read only one book on the
Valley Campaign, you can’t go wrong with this one.
Gary Ecelbarger has written two books on the 1862 Shenandoah campaign.
The first “We Are in For It!: The First Battle of Kernstown” is a thorough
analysis and study of Stonewall Jackson’s first independent battle and his only
defeat. Exhaustively researched and accompanied by great maps this is the
definitive study of this battle and we will visit it on our trip.
Ecelbarger’s second book on the Valley campaign is “Three Days in the
Shenandoah: Stonewall Jackson at Front Royal and Winchester”. This study
is an attempt to revise the traditional interpretations of this phase of the
campaign. He offers a new view regarding Lincoln’s military meddling as
commander in chief and gives Jeff Davis more credit than previous writers. This
is a very engaging and thought-provoking book.
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Board Report
The 2019 Schedule of Speakers
This year the speakers include activity and leadership in the Western Theater,
action and the aftermath of war in both North and South Alabama. Special
presentation by members of the Round Table Ed Kennedy, John Scales, and
Peggy Towns add to the character of the year.
14-Mar, Claire Woerner, Cemetery Markers and Meanings
11-Apr, Doug Crenshaw, Seven Days Battle
9-May, Curt Fields, Author, Grant's Relief of Chattanooga
14-Jun, John Carter, 9th Alabama Infantry
11-Jul, COL Matt Spruill (USA, Ret), Decisions at Stone's River,
8-Aug, Paul Brueske, Battle of Mobile
12-Sep, Rebecca Davis, Civil War Athens,
10-Oct, John Scales, Preview of Field Trip
14-Nov, Peggy Towns, United States Colored Troops (USCT)
The Membership; submitted by Membership Chair, Kevin Rodriguez; our
membership stands at 110 paid memberships with an additional 34
spouses/partners for a total of 144. Of the 110 memberships, 52 (47%) are
paid for the current year.
2019 Membership Honor Roll
• PATRONS
– April Harris
– Emil Posey
– Beth Altenkirch
•

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
– Kevin Rodriguez

•

SUPPORTING MEMBERS
– John Scales
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TVCWRT Features
Book Reviews
The focus is on Cavalry this month:
Holding the Line on the River of Death: Union Mounted Forces at
Chickamauga, September 18, 1863, Eric J. Wittenberg, Savas Beatie, El
Dorado Hills, California, 2018, 262 pages, $29.95.
A Tennessee Valley
Civil War Round Table Review by Ed Kennedy
This exceptionally well-researched and written book
provides a tremendous view of the opening tactical actions
of the battle of Chickamauga, Georgia, 19-20 September
1863 from the Federal’s perspective. The author, Eric
Wittenburg, writes a detailed account of the actions of two
major units involved in the opening stages of the battle:
Minty’s cavalry and Wilder’s mounted infantry brigades.
His bibliography is extensive and demonstrates the use of a
wide breadth of applicable resources.
The basic premise of the book is that the two mounted
brigades of Wilder and Minty “saved” the Army of the
Cumberland in September 1863. Although the army was
defeated, it was not destroyed. The author definitively proved his thesis. Much
of the mounted forces’ actions happened in spite of the confused and almost
panicked response by Major General Rosecrans to the discovery of General
Bragg’s army in close proximity. Rosecrans’s actions to consolidate his widely
dispersed forces to meet Bragg’s imminent threat caused units to re-task
organize on-the-move and conduct a withdrawal in contact, a less than desirable
method of conducting operations.
Colonel Robert Minty, a former British Army officer and extremely capable
cavalry commander, led a cavalry brigade in Major General McCook’s XX Corps.
Two of its regiments were armed with carbines, the third was armed with Colt
revolving rifles, essentially making them “mounted infantry”. Colonel Wilder, a
former businessman, led a brigade of mounted infantry who were armed with
the relatively new, breech-loading Spencer rifle. While mounted infantry was not
a new concept, it was first successfully employed in the Army of the Cumberland
during the Tullahoma Campaign. While Wittman claims Wilder “invented” the
“concept” of mounted infantry, this is not exactly correct. The Regiment of
Mounted Riflemen, later becoming the 3rd U.S. Cavalry, was formed in 1846, predating Wilder’s unit. Arguably, the U.S. Dragoons (1833) pre-date both of those
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organizations. The concept had been around for a number of years. Wilder’s
real claim-to-fame was the arming of his mounted units with the new, multishot, Spencer rifle.
Both brigades had a complement of field artillery. Minty had a section from
the Chicago Board of Trade battery and Wilder had Eli Lilly’s battery (18th
Independent Battery, Indiana Light Artillery) which was attached to Wilder’s unit
giving both units their own direct support artillery responding to their
commanders’ needs.
In mid-September 1863, McCook’s XX Corps was operating on a widely
separated avenue of approach as part of the right wing of the Army of the
Cumberland. Each of Rosecrans’ corps were out of mutually supporting distance
based on his misperception that the Confederates were withdrawing to Atlanta.
Minty’s brigade had been detached from XX Corps to provide cavalry support to
XXI Corps (Crittenden) on the far-left wing of the army. Wilder’s brigade was
nominally part of Reynolds division of Granger’s Reserve Corps, but because of
their unique capabilities, were operating, almost at the discretion of Major
General Rosecrans, forward of the army. This had the potential for impacting
command and control except for the excellent cooperation exhibited by both
Minty and Wilder with each other. As the battle developed, so did potential
problems as commanders “jumped the chains of command”. Major General
Rosecrans was not beyond by-passing corps and division commanders to order
division commanders (two levels down) what to do, a significant faux pas in the
military.
Both Minty and Wilder recognized the threat posed by Bragg’s army
consolidation in north Georgia during mid-September 1863. Both of these
brigades immediately deployed against Bragg’s consolidation and north-ward
advance with the intent to slow the Confederates. Minty’s superior, Crittenden,
refused to acknowledge Bragg’s threat until it was literally on top of him.
Rosecrans recognized the threat to his line of communication and ability to
withdraw to Chattanooga, but time was not on his side. It was then that the
mounted forces of Wilder’s mounted infantry and Minty’s cavalry proved their
real value to the Army of the Cumberland.
Wittenberg makes an excellent analogy to modern tactical doctrine. The
deployment of Minty and Wilder’s brigades against Bragg on 18 September was,
as aptly pointed-out by Wittenberg, in what are now considered “traditional”
cavalry roles. They acted as a “covering force” in modern doctrinal parlance.
Additionally, while the definition of security tasks have not changed
substantially since WWII, Wittenberg does reference an Army manual twenty
years out-of-date. The tasks performed by Minty and Wilder were “covering
forces” cited by Wittenberg because they operated away from the main force,
were designed to “buy-time” for the main body to maneuver, and they accepted
engagement in decisive combat. This is a significant topic of discussion with
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Army units that I frequently take to Chickamauga. The difference between a
“cover” and “screen” (or “guard”) tasks differ in a number of ways to those in
Army units that must conduct these. Wittenberg correctly assesses what Minty
and Wilder did and correctly ties it to our modern doctrinal tasks.
Wittenberg does a great job of introducing the reader to the different
commanders and key participants by the use of explanatory footnotes. They add
much to the book and add a great deal to the understanding of who these men
were. The short biographies of these personnel makes for interesting reading
and does much to add to the understanding of the people involved in this major
battle.
The writing style is easy to read, and Wittenberg’s organization is excellent.
The bane of editors are maps but I believe that there can never be too many. A
few more would have been excellent but the ones that are used are very good.
The period and modern images of commanders and locations are interesting
although the modern photos are not the best printed quality. I really like the
driving instructions and the fact that GPS coordinates are listed for those not
familiar with the battlefield. They make the book infinitely more useable for
those visiting the battlefield. The organization table showing the armaments of
the different regiments is superlative. However, photos and descriptions of the
weapons would have been a nice addition for those who are not familiar with
period weapons.
There are a few points that I disagree with or are minor editorial errors. The
claim that Bragg and President Jefferson Davis were life-long “friends” is not an
interpretation that I agree with since Bragg left the US Army largely as a result
of Davis’ treatment. Infantry cartridge boxes carried 40 rather than 60 rounds,
and Bragg’s offensive plans seemed to be more of a result of fragmentary orders
than “carefully laid plan(s)”.
Wittenberg weaves the complex maneuver of both armies into a highly readable
and logical story making this book a tremendous resource for the study of the
campaign and battle of Chickamauga. Overall, I rate this book as an A+ that
does much to add to the understanding of the battle at Chickamauga and the
war. It is a “must read” for students of the battle.
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“The Devil’s to Pay” John Buford at Gettysburg, A History and Walking
Tour, by Eric J. Wittenberg. A Tennessee Valley Civil War Round Table
review by Arley McCormick (Previously Reviewed by Emil Posey)
There were cavalrymen that historians and adventure
writers have painted as icons of daring and adventure−
Custer, Forrest, Morgan come to mind − but competent
leaders that didn’t capture the spirit of the horse because
opportunity eluded them yet were respected and, in some
cases, revered because they were competent. John
Buford was successful and competent by all accounts yet
researchers may be disappointed. Gettysburg enthusiast
may feel more discussion was necessary with regard to
his action on day 1 of the battle, but for most readers
with limited knowledge of John Buford it will be
satisfying and interesting. Once your study of the Civil
War inches down from the principle leadership of legend
to those that executed the hard parts, primary source
information is sketchy at best, particularly if the subject
died before the war ended.
General Buford didn’t write much aside from dispatches. His contemporaries,
apparently while recognizing his competence as a cavalry leader, found nothing
particularly noteworthy to applaud or complain about to their spouses or friends
which leads one to believe he was a solder executing his mission with apparent
success and not an opportunist − a noteworthy characteristic not always found
in senior Civil War leaders.
Mr. Whittenburg produced a clear, although sketchy, character study of the
General, his decision-making process, and his personal habits. He provides a
sufficient analysis of Buford’s battlefield conduct to illustrate a bit of his
command style.
Mr. Whittenburg is an attorney, and attorneys are known for their research
skills so the assumption is that the author found about as much as there is on
John Buford today. It is a quick and rewarding read, yet if you expect to learn of
all the warts associated with his character, his failures, and his and
disappointments, more details must lie in some dusty archive awaiting discovery.
The Real Horse Soldiers, Benjamin Grierson’s Epic 1863 Civil War Raid
Through Mississippi, by Timothy B. Smith, Savas Beatie, 343 pages, a
Tennessee Valley Civil War Round Table Review by Arley McCormick
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Dr. Timothy B. Smith, the author, wanted to tell a good story,
describe the events in a social context, and include the
operational considerations that fully illustrate the significance of
the achievement. He achieved his objectives.
John Wayne’s cavalry adventure “The Horse Soldiers” was
entertaining but not exactly correct. Dr. Smith, also the author of
“Champion Hill: Decisive battle for Vicksburg”, explains the
considerations and analysis leading to the operational faints and
distractions orchestrated in Northwest Mississippi and North
Alabama to confuse the Confederate commanders in Mississippi and Richmond
allowing Grierson to execute the primary mission; destroy and disrupt the
Mississippi Southern Railroad resupply of Vicksburg that passed through the
rail hub at Newton Station and distract Confederate action from Grant as he
crossed the Mississippi River south of Vicksburg.
Mr. Smith includes a number of simple yet clear maps of the area of operation,
essentially Mississippi, that aid understanding the complexity of the operational
situation and the audacity of Grierson’s challenge. He provides an interesting
character study of Grierson and other officers and men participating. He
describes the task organization of the cavalry and detachments and the missions
they were assigned and executed on their trek through Mississippi. All topics
essential to a complete study of military operations. Readers will also enjoy the
prologue that describes journalists, individual participants, Union military
leaders, and even the Confederate response to the raid. The author also describes
the impact of the raid on the lives of some soldiers during the remainder of the
war and in life, providing testimony to how the hazards of war linger with its
participants.
This book will not only impress cavalry enthusiasts but anyone with a serious
or casual interest in Civil War operations and the personalities that experienced
it.

Nooks and Crannies; American Military Thought in 1860;
This past October, in American Military Thought in 1860, Part 1: Drivers and
Influences (Doctrinal Underpinnings) we looked at how French doctrine, derived
from Napoleonic warfare, as interpreted and codified by Baron Antoine-Henri
de Jomini, mixed with the Army‘s own challenges and experience after the War
of 1812 to form the foundation of the nation’s military thought as we entered
the Civil War. In Part 2: Application (Driving Strategies) in our November issue
we addressed the evolution of that doctrine (particularly the Union’s approach)
as the Civil War progressed, moving along a learning curve from Jominian
theory to a strategy and operations approach based more on what would come
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to be known as Clausewitzian theory. Part 3 of the series will drill down a layer
or two to look at how this evolution of strategic and operational theory found
its way to practical application. It will not be a discrete Part, but rather will be
built into and peanut-buttered over future articles that cover particular
campaigns and battles. Starting this process, this month we begin a
discussion of Opening Moves by both sides, with Part 1, “…Two if by Sea”. It
will be followed in subsequent newsletters with Part 2, “One if by Land…” and
Part 3 (title TBD) dealing with opening moves on the Mississippi River.

Opening Moves, Part 1: “…Two if by Sea”
On April 17, 1861, a huge Confederate flag was raised on a 30-foot pole
atop the Marshall House in Alexandria, Virginia. The Washington Harold
reported, “Senator [Benjamin Franklin “Buff”] Wade upon observing it
with a glass from the President’s room yesterday, expressed his regret to
Mr. Lincoln that it should be tolerated; to which Mr. Lincoln replied that
he did not think it would wave long.”
A lot happened following the November 1860 US presidential election: state
secessions, speeches, declarations, organizing and reorganizing, the Presidentelect’s clandestine trip into Washington, and lots of chest thumping and saber
rattling. With the fall Ft. Sumter in Charleston harbor on April 12, political
momentum carried North and South into war — war on a scale, scope and
ferocity; of desperation, deprivation, casualties, and devastation; of a nation and
people torn against itself — the likes of which had not been seen in Europe or
the Americas since The Thirty Years War (1618-1648).
Many of us are familiar with the bigger campaigns and battles of the war, but
neither army was up to those at first. There were no grand strategies yet, just
notions and expectations such as each side suspecting the other of lack of
stomach for a fight and expecting the other to cave after the first major
engagement. Each side groped forward to improve their military and political
positions (physically and strategically) — feeling out the other side; testing,
probing. But events shaped thinking.
In Opening Moves we look at engagements initiated in April and May 1861.
While most are not major battles in terms of number of soldiers involved or scope,
they were important in that they provided insight to each sides’ mindset.
Interestingly, several of them involved water operations. That is what this Part
1 is about. Let’s walk through them.
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Establishing the Blockade – April 19, 1861
On April 15, 1861, the day after Ft. Sumter surrendered, President Lincoln
called on each of the states that had not (yet) seceded to raise 75,000 volunteers
to recapture Ft. Sumter and quell the rebellion. President Davis countered with
a call for 100,000 men. In spite of several states providing more volunteers than
asked for, on May 3 Lincoln gave a second call for an additional 42,000 men.
Not surprisingly, some states balked. The governors of Arkansas, Kentucky,
North Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia refused. Moreover, between April 17
and June 8, in response to President Lincoln’s call for volunteers, four of these
states seceded: Virginia (April 17), Arkansas (May 6), North Carolina (May 20),
and Tennessee (June 8), bringing the total of states in the new Confederacy to
eleven. The four remaining slave states that had strong pulls to the South
remained (or were kept) in the Union – the so-called Border States: Missouri,
Kentucky, Maryland, and Delaware. The stage was set.
The first moves were Confederate President Davis inviting applications for
letters of marque (i.e., calling for high seas privateers – private ships
commissioned into Confederate service) on April 17, and Lincoln’s declaration
on April 19 of a blockade of the Confederacy’s Atlantic and Gulf coasts, South
Carolina to Texas – several thousands of miles of coastline characterized by
ragged littoral full of inlets, islands, interconnecting creeks and rivers, and
shallow bays. These were strategic, offensive actions that ultimately had crucial
impact on the South’s ability to maintain its war effort. Confederate privateering
provided some relief to the blockade but proved insufficient to stave off defeat.
The US naval blockade proved crucial to Union victory, but by itself would have
been insufficient. President Lincoln would come to understand that the
Confederacy could not be simply starved out, so to speak; it had to be crushed.
At the beginning of the war, even though the Confederate navy was virtually
nonexistent, the size of the US Navy was not up to the task of blockade.
Moreover, Confederate privateers were instantly available to harass Northern
commerce and lay an extra burden on the Union blockade. The US Navy claimed
90 warships and some 9,000 officers and sailors, but no fewer than 48 of these
ships were “in ordinary” (i.e., laid up in reserve in an ordinary condition sans
crew) or otherwise out of commission due to lack of funds for repair and upkeep.
Six of the laid-up ships were the largest and most modern ships in the US fleet:
a new mid-1850s class of steam-and-sail, screw propeller frigates, which
included the USS Merrimack. Of the remaining 42 operational vessels, only a
dozen were “wooden-hulled steam cruisers; the rest were obsolescent sailing
ships, serving on past the time when steamers had proved superior in speed and
maneuverability.” Moreover, of these 42 serviceable vessels, “all but 11 were
scattered all over the world, showing the flag and providing security for the
United States equally far-flung commerce.” As the war got underway, though,
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the US Navy quickly grew to the task. With funds flowing after the war began,
by July 4 it had 82 ships in commission and 264 by December.
Lincoln proclaimed the blockade primarily to confine privateers, the first real
national security threat after preserving the Capital. This complemented
Lincoln’s insightful view of simply destroying the Confederacy’s fighting
capability as quickly as possible. If the “insurrection” (Lincoln’s word) were not
suppressed, a continued blockade with a hardened purpose would become
useful. In 1860, the South was predominantly agricultural, highly dependent
upon the sale of staples to a world market. By 1815, cotton was the most
valuable export in the United States; by 1840, it was worth more than all other
exports combined. But while the southern states produced two-thirds of the
world's supply of cotton, the South had little manufacturing capability. It had
traded with the North for manufactured items, but the war essentially stopped
trade. (There was black market trade, but it was localized and of little intrinsic
support to the Confederacy.) The Confederacy had little industry in general to
support a war of survival. And it needed to export its principal cash crop – cotton
– in order to finance the war.
On April 27, Lincoln expanded the blockade to include Virginia and North
Carolina even though North Carolina had not yet officially seceded. The
expanded blockade greatly inhibited (although never totally prevented) the export
of cotton (including, ironically, illicit trade with the North) and the smuggling of
war materiel into the Confederacy. US Secretary of State William Henry Seward
recommended adopting a blockade shortly after the battle of Ft. Sumter;
Secretary of the Navy Gideon Wells recommended a de facto but undeclared
blockade hoping to prevent foreign powers from granting a belligerent status.
(Keep in mind that Cabinet-level Departments such as State, War (Army), and
Navy were separate agencies.) Lincoln sided with Seward. By July 1861 the
blockade had a visual presence at or near all major Southern ports connected by
rail or navigable river to the Confederate interior*, but it was still quite tenuous.
It continued to grow in strength, reach, and effectiveness as the war waged on.
* The principal Southern seaports were Norfolk, Virginia; Wilmington, North
Carolina; Charleston, South Carolina; Brunswick and Savannah, Georgia;
Fernandina and Pensacola, Florida; Mobile, Alabama; New Orleans, Louisiana;
and Galveston, Texas. Note that Galveston was remote from the heartland of the
Confederacy and had limited rail connection into Texas, but it was the principal
port of entry for the Trans-Mississippi Theater.
Confederates capture the Gosport Naval Yard, Portsmouth, VA – April 21, 1861
With the fall of Fort Sumter and President Lincoln’s subsequent call for 75,000
3-month state volunteers (including 3,500 Virginians) to restore Federal
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properties taken in the South by force, Virginia’s Unionists sought to maintain
that state’s neutrality until the people's referendum approved of it, as mandated
in the State Assembly's call to Convention. But the Unionist bloc lost its
influence, and on April 16 the secessionist majority prevailed in a secret session
of the Convention. The next day, former-Governor Henry Wise announced that
he had set the "wheels of revolution" in motion against the Union.
The Virginia Ordinance of Secession was signed April 17, to be ratified by
statewide voting on the following May 23. Not wanting to wait, two days after its
signature and a month before the referendum, the Confederate flag was raised
over Virginia's capitol building, a delegation was sent to vote in the Confederate
Congress, state militias were activated, and a Confederate army was invited to
occupy Richmond. Approximately 360 Virginian militiamen moved on the federal
arsenal at Harper’s Ferry (manned by some 45 men). They seized the armory
outpost, machines, and tools. After the Union troops retreated across the
Potomac River, the Confederate forces confiscated useful items such as weapons,
then set fire to the armory buildings and left nothing to salvage. Harper’s Ferry
was a strategic point commanding the confluence of the Potomac and
Shenandoah Rivers and controlling the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, a major
lifeline to the Washington, D.C.
While the loss of the armory
at Harper’s Ferry was not
good for the Union, worse was
to come in northeastern
Virginia. There was no threat
from a Confederate Navy at
the time, but the Gosport
Navy Yard on the Elizabeth
River in Norfolk County,
Virginia
(today
the
Norfolk Naval Yard in the City of Portsmouth, Virginia), the
most important naval asset in the Union, was threatened by
Confederate land attack. There were few troops and
virtually no fortifications at the shipyard itself.
The
Virginians bluffed the Federal troops by running a single
passenger train into Norfolk with great noise and whistleblowing, then much more quietly sending it back west, and
then returning the same train again. This created the
illusion of large numbers of arriving troops to the Federals
listening in Portsmouth across the Elizabeth River, just
CSA BG Walter Gwynn
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barely out of sight (a tactic used by others during the war, for example by CSA
Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest near Cedar Bluff on May 3, 1863).
During the night of April 20, Gosport’s commander, Commodore Charles Stewart
McCauley, fearing he could not hold the yard against the rebels (judgement call),
believing (in error) that obstructions had been placed in the Elizabeth River
downstream, and without instructions from authorities in Washington, D.C.
(questionable initiative), ordered the evacuation and burning of the yard and the
scuttling of ten ships that could not be sailed away. This included the steam
frigate Merrimack, later raised on May 30 by the Confederates. Only the sailing
frigate Cumberland escaped. The ruse had worked, and not a single Confederate
soldier was lost as the Union authorities abandoned the area, and retreated to
Fort Monroe across Hampton Roads.
This was a real prize for the Confederacy. Occupation of Gosport gave the
Confederates their only major shipyard, including the oldest continuously
operating dry dock in the country, machine shops, naval stores, and some 1,200
cannons, including hundreds of heavy guns that the Confederacy subsequently
deployed. Brigadier General Walter Gwynn (Virginia Provisional Army), a former
US Army engineer officer and former railroad engineer and surveyor, commanded
the Confederate defenses around Norfolk.
He sited and supervised the
construction of batteries to defend the navy yard in late April and early May,
including the batteries at Sewell's Point, both to protect Norfolk and Portsmouth
and to control Hampton Roads.
Battle of Sewell’s Point, VA – May 18-21, 1861
The Union had evacuated Gosport Naval Yard, but certainly had not forgotten
it. The withdrawal set the stage for the what some say was the first Union navy
action against Confederate forces in the Civil War. In addition to its blockade
mission, the Union Navy played a decisive role in the coming Virginia campaigns
by giving the army advantages of mobility, greater firepower (not only on the
coast but up all navigable rivers), and, in the absence of a blue-water Confederate
Navy to challenge it, solid lines of communication against Confederate forces.
The blockade of the coast developed slowly as a result of constant and
increasing demands for gunboats in the Chesapeake Bay. Both sides secured
as many strategic points as they could because both capitals were accessible by
this bay. The Union blockade of the Chesapeake Bay sealed off Norfolk and
Richmond (the largest of the South’s industrial areas), as well three rivers: the
James (which provided direct navigable access to Richmond), and the
Nansemond and the Elizabeth (both having canal connections to North Carolina).
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By late afternoon on May 19,
the
Confederates
had
installed
three
32-pound
guns at the Sewell's Point
battery. When the Monticello
began to fire on the works at
about 5:30pm, the battery
returned fire, driving off the
Monticello. Captain Peyton H.
Colquitt of the Columbus
Light Guard from Georgia
commanded the battery. He
raised a Georgia state flag at the battery since he did not have a Confederate flag.
On May 21, the Monticello fired two shots at the battery but again drew off when
the battery returned fire.
The Sewell's Point battery and other batteries in the area engaged Union
vessels on other occasions over the next 12 months, including engagements of
Union vessels or supporting fire against them during the clash of the ironclads
(the Union's USS Monitor and the Confederacy's CSS Virginia, formerly USS
Merrimack) during the Battle of Hampton Roads
on March 9, 1862. Union Navy gunboats,
including the Monitor, shelled the Sewell's Point
batteries and other targets in the area again on
May 8, 1862. The Confederates evacuated the
Norfolk area on May 9-10, 1862, and Federal
troops occupied Norfolk and Portsmouth on
May 10. When they arrived at Norfolk and
Portsmouth, the Federal troops found that the
Confederates had abandoned the batteries at
Sewell's Point and other fortified positions in the
vicinity.
The Battle of Aquia Creek, VA – May29, 1861
Immediately after being given command of
the military and naval forces of Virginia on April
22, now-Major General Robert E. Lee had the
Virginia state navy examine the defensible points on the Potomac River and take
measures for the establishment of batteries to prevent Union vessels from
navigating it.
On April 24, Major Thomas H. Williamson of the Virginia Army engineers and
Lieut. H. H. Lewis of the Virginia Navy examined the ground at Aquia Creek, and

South of Stafford, Virginia (NE of Fredericksburg)
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selected Split Rock Bluff as the channel could be commanded from that point by
guns of sufficient caliber. The battery at Aquia, one of several shore batteries
set up to block Union military and commercial vessels from moving in the
Chesapeake Bay and along the lower Potomac River as well as for defensive
purposes.
On May 8, Major Williamson began construction of fortifications at the Aquia
Creek landing, at that point mainly to protect the Fredericksburg and Potomac
Railroad, which had its northern terminus at the landing, from seizure by Union
Army forces. By May 14, Captain Lynch and Lieutenant Lewis, along with
Commander Robert D. Thorburn and Lieutenant John Wilkinson of the Virginia
State Navy, had erected at Aquia a battery of 13 guns to protect the railroad
terminal.
The battery was first spotted by the USS Mount Vernon on May 14, but the
Mount Vernon made no attack on the position. Since the first battery at Aquia
was at the river level and intended mainly to protect the railroad terminal, the
Confederates strengthened defenses at Aquia before May 29 by the addition of a
second battery atop the bluffs to the south of the confluence of the Aquia Creek
with the Potomac River as originally selected by the scouting party.
On May 29, a converted 250 ton paddle-wheel steamer mounting 3 guns, the
USS Thomas Freeborn of the Federal Potomac Flotilla attacked to little effect.
Confederate Captain Lynch reported that the Thomas Freeborn fired 14 shots
and only wounded one man in the hand. On the following day, May 30, the
Thomas Freeborn returned with the USS Anacostia, a 200-ton vessel with 2 guns,
and USS Resolute, which was half the size of the Anacostia, and engaged the
Confederate batteries for several hours, again with little effect. The largest guns
of the squadron were 32-pounders. On June 1, the Thomas Freeborn, Anacostia,
Resolute, and the sloop-of-war Pawnee bombarded the batteries for almost 5
hours, firing over 500 rounds. Captain Lynch reported no deaths or injuries
from the second and third days of shelling, only the death of a chicken and a
horse. Lynch added that his works sustained some damage, houses in the rear
were "knocked about", and the railroad was torn up in three or four places.
Lynch said that he returned fire sparingly in order to save ammunition and
because he could fire only when the ships came in view and range of his
embrasures as the big guns could not be turned. Nonetheless, during the fight
both the Thomas Freeborn and the Pawnee took minor damage from the batteries
and required repairs. No Federal sailors were killed or seriously wounded. The
ship to shore artillery dueling inconclusive, the Union Navy was content with
blockading Aquia Landing with gunboats until operations were subsumed by
McClellan’s Peninsula campaign.
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Soon after the battle, on Sunday,
July 7, the Confederates made first use
of naval mines, unsuccessfully, off the
Aquia Landing batteries.
The
Confederates abandoned the batteries
on March 9, 1862 as they moved forces
to meet the threat created by the Union
Army's Peninsula Campaign.
Farther South – October 9, 1861 –
January 1862
When Florida seceded from the Union in January 1861, state officials quickly
ordered Florida troops to seize key federal forts and arsenals throughout the
state. Pensacola, with the deepest harbor on the Gulf coast, was home to the
Pensacola Navy Yard. At the beginning of 1861, it was garrisoned by only 82
Union soldiers. They moved from the mainland (Forts Barrancas and McRee) to
the more defensible Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island. Florida troops under
Florida militia Colonel William Henry Chase (who had designed and constructed
the fort as a captain in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers), supported by soldiers
from Alabama, demanded its surrender. US Army
Lieutenant Adam Jacoby Slemmer refused to give
up the fort.
Thus, in early 1861 the war could have easily
started at Fort Pickens rather than at Fort Sumter.
However, a truce was worked out at Pensacola in
which the North agreed not to reinforce the fort, and
the South agreed not to attack it.
The standoff at Pensacola continued for several
months, during which both sides built new cannon
batteries and brought in more personnel. The
opposing forces engaged in cannon duels many
times but with little effect. Near the end of the year,
manning stood at about 7,000 men on the
Confederate side opposed by 2,000 Union soldiers
around Fort Pickens. In that time period, Union
forces conducted a raid in which they burned a
southern ship. In early October the Confederates
USA BG Slemmer, by Mathew Brady
launched a large, nighttime raid on Santa Rosa - Walnutsantiques, Public Domain,
Island.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=9930035
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On October 9, Confederate forces landed approximately 1,000 troops on the
island in an assault that overran the camp of a Union army regiment, the 6th
New York Infantry. However, the Southern troops were forced to withdraw after
Union reinforcements from Fort Pickens arrived on the scene. In November,
Union heavy guns at Fort Pickens started a two-day exchange of artillery fire
with Confederate-held forts on the mainland. A second exchange of fire took
place in early January 1862. The need to send Southern troops outside the state
increased following Confederate defeats in Tennessee in early 1862. By May
1862 Confederate forces completely withdrew from Pensacola, ending the more
than one-year standoff.
Two other coastal forts remained in Union hands: Fort Taylor at Key West,
Florida and Fort Jefferson at Garden Key in the Dry Tortugas. Each contributed
significantly to the Blockade. Key West had a good harbor and light house, and
was used as a naval station. Garden Key also had a naval station and light
house. The two straddled an important shipping lane close around the southern
tip of Florida, pushing Southern blockade runners farther out into the Gulf.
It is not my purpose here to detail Union blockade activity and Confederate
countermeasures throughout the war, but a few summary observations are in
order. The blockade was firmly established by mid-1862. Debate continues as
to the extent of its effectiveness and impact on the Confederacy’s war effort.
Such debate notwithstanding, it is clear that the effect was substantive and went
far beyond economic. The blockade left the South politically isolated, with much
hoped for international recognition by Great Britain (along with the possibility of
their intervention politically and economically), never materializing. Moreover,
the absence of an effective blockade, even one with holes in it such as was the
case in reality, would have had ill political ramifications, domestic and foreign,
on the anti-secession effort in the North. Despite the disparity in relative
capabilities to pursue the war, domestic political opposition to President Lincoln
was strong and persistent throughout the war. Had it dragged on longer,
casualties been higher, or foreign diplomacy more actively unfavorable, the 1864
election and thus the final outcome of secession might well have been different.
As Stoker puts it, “The Union devoted 5 percent of its military manpower to the
blockade. It received a good return on its investment.”
Moreover, the blockade was national strategy. Strategy is ultimately about
means and ends. Clausewitz said “war is … a remarkable trinity”, the
components are which are the government, the military, and the people. The
leader of most nations, both the USA and the CSA being cases in point, the
president is the capstone of that trinity – head of government, commander in
chief of the military, and leader of the people. Lincoln’s perspective on the chief
executive's war making power changed substantially once he became president.
The nation was not prepared for war; it needed time. The blockade would give
him some time; the sooner imposed, the better. So, without calling Congress
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into session, he ordered the blockade. His authority to do so was ultimately
challenged in the courts in a series of suits known as the Prize cases. The
Supreme Court ruled that an "invasion or insurrection created a state of war as
legal fact" and thus the president did not have to wait for a congressional
authorization before responding." As a national strategy, the blockade was
Clausewitzian to its core.
Union Occupation of Alexandria, Virginia – May 24, 1861
Thus far we’ve looked at how the Union went about setting up its blockade of
Southern seaports in the early days of the war. There was another related action
during these early days: the seizure and occupation of Alexandria, a mid-sized
city at the time and an inland port serviced by shipping coming up through the
Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac River. Richmond similarly was an inland port
accessed through the Chesapeake Bay and the James River. Both were
interdicted early on, Richmond by US naval forces patrolling the James River’s
mouth at Hampton Roads and the southern reaches of the Chesapeake Bay; in
Alexandria’s case, by the movement of Union forces via steamboat down the
Potomac River, across the aqueduct where Key Bridge now stands, and across
Long Bridge (today known as the 14th Street bridge).
Lincoln began orchestrating movements of military forces into Virginia as soon
as the Virginia Convention passed its Ordinance of Secession on April 17. This
was planned and initiated by the Military Department of Washington, formed in
the latter part of April and commanded by Major General J. K. F. Mansfield. As
soon as the people of Virginia ratified their State’s Ordinance of Secession on
May 23, Mansfield gave the order. From Washington, D.C. on May 24, New York
State Militia Major General Charles Sandford led a force of New York militia, New
Jersey and Michigan volunteers, two cavalry troops, and assorted smaller units
to occupy the city of Alexandria, including the Lee family plantation on Arlington
Heights, where he made his headquarters. The reason for its early occupation
is self-evident. It, along with the southern environs of Washington, D.C.,
provided a buffer (a safety margin) for the capitol. Officials in Washington had
feared invasion ever since Fort Sumter had fallen, and maintaining its safety was
of prime importance throughout the war. Moreover, in addition to being a
significant inland port for northern Virginia, Alexandria was a major crossroad
and rail center (including a robust railroad machine shop already in operation)
Although a significant number of Alexandrians were Union sympathizers, the
overwhelming majority in the city supported the Southern cause. There were
about 500 Virginia militia assembled in Alexandria under the command of
Colonel G. H. Terrett between the US (Maryland) and the northeastern
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Confederacy (Virginia). His command consisted of five infantry companies from
Alexandria: the Alexandria Riflemen, Mount Vernon Guards, Old Dominion
Rifles, Emmett Guards, and O'Connell Guards, and two cavalry troops and
assorted smaller units from the neighboring counties of Fairfax, Loudoun,
Fauquier, and Prince William; altogether, considerably fewer than the Union
forces headed their way.
According to a written report subsequently submitted by Terrett, a Union naval
officer sent from the USS Pawnee appeared at dawn on May 24 and informed
him that an overwhelming force was entering
Alexandria, that it would be madness to resist, and
that he had until 9:00 am to evacuate or surrender.
Terrett decided on the latter.
There were no losses on either side from military
opponents, but there was one incident of violence that
became legend: the death of 24-year-old Union Colonel
Elmer E. Ellsworth. Ellsworth commanded the New
York Fire Zouaves (11th New York State Volunteer
Militia), a regiment organized in New York City and
recruited almost wholly from the fire department of
that city. It had been the first volunteer regiment to
reach Washington, D.C., on May 2, having arrived at
Annapolis and then marched to Poolesville, Maryland.
Ellsworth’s orders were to act in concert with the 1st
Michigan Infantry (Colonel O. B. Wilcox commanding) USA Colonel Ellsworth in 1861
to cut telegraph wires, tear up railroad tracks, and take
military possession of the town.
On their way to the telegraph office in Alexandria, Ellsworth spied the
Confederate flag that had been raised over the Marshall House. He decided it
must come down immediately, so he changed direction and, with a few of his
men, headed toward Marshall House. Upon entering with one of his men,
Corporal Francis E. Brownell, he was met by a man purportedly a guest, one
James P. Jackson, who said he knew nothing of the flag. Ellsworth and Brownell
proceeded upstairs to the attic and thence to the roof and lowered the flag. Back
downstairs they went, Brownell leading. At the foot of the stairway a man
appeared with a shotgun, aimed at the pair. Brownell tried to parry the shotgun
with his rifle and bayonet, but the man was able to get a shot off. The buckshot
hit Ellsworth square in the chest. He died instantly. The gunman shifted aim
for the second barrel to Brownell, but Brownell was quicker. He shot the civilian
and followed up with a bayonet thrust. (He was awarded the Medal of Honor in
1877 for his actions in Alexandria.) The gunman was the same man they had
encountered upon entering the front door: James P. Jackson, proprietor of the
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hotel – a quick-tempered man known for his impetuous temper who now lay
dead.
Colonel Ellsworth was the sole recorded military death involved in the
occupation of Alexandria. Moreover, he was the first officer killed in the war on
either side and became the Union’s first martyr. What makes the event especially
poignant is that he had been an
ardent friend and supporter of
Abraham Lincoln. He had finished
his law studies in Lincoln’s office in
Springfield, Illinois, and had made
speeches for Lincoln in southern
Illinois.
He
had
not
only
accompanied the President-elect on
his journey to Washington, he had
charge of the arrangements for the
th
journey.
Members of the 44 NY Vol Inf at Little Round Top,
President Lincoln was distraught
Gettysburg, PA
upon hearing of Ellsworth’s death. Colonel Ellsworth attained national hero status upon his
His body was taken to the East Room death. Among the honors and recognition bestowed on
of the White House for funeral him was the formation on August 30, 1861, of the 44th
services and then by rail to his New York Volunteer Infantry, which became known as
“Ellsworth’s Avengers”, and served throughout the war
hometown of Mechanicsburg, New as part of the Army of the Potomac.
York for burial. In the White House,
Lincoln reportedly stood over Ellsworth’s body in tears crying, “My boy! My boy!
Was it necessary this sacrifice be made."
As the Union occupation settled in, Alexandria became essentially a Union
military city and logistics center. Put under marshal law and with a military
governor, its population exploded; its wharves, warehouses, and rail system
expanded; and it housed some 14 military hospitals and convalescent centers,
and 5 prisons for spies and enemy sympathizers, Union army prisoners, and
Confederate POWs. It played a crucial role in supporting all Union campaigns
in the Eastern Theater for the entire war.
With this, we bring Part 1 to a close. In Part 2, “One if by Land…”, we will look
at early moves by land forces. See you next month!

Many thanks to Ed Kennedy, John Mason, Arley McCormick, and Kent Wright for
their valuable guidance and editorial support. Copies of this article with footnotes
are available upon request. Footnotes are also included in the copy embedded in
the February newsletter posted on our website, www.tvcwrt.org. --Emil
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Notes –
Alexandria 1861-1865, Charles A. Mills and Andrew L. Mills; Charleston: Arcadia
Publishing, 2008; p. 16; and Alexandria in the Civil War, James G. Barber; Lynchburg: H.
E. Howard, 1988; p. 5.
1

Human history includes a series armed conflicts, the most destructive and harshest of
which often are civil wars. The American Civil War overall was the worst conflict in the
Western Hemisphere since the Spanish Conquest. In the broader history others’ wars
have rivaled the ACW, wars such as:
2

•

The Indian Rebellion of 1857 (1857-1858, approx. 3 million dead, military and
civilian)
• The Panthay and Taiping Rebellions in China (1856-1873 and 1851-1864,
approx. 1 million and 31+ million dead, military and civilian, respectively)
• Mfecane, Southern Africa (1815-1840, approx. 1.75 million dead, military and
civilian)
• The Mughal-Maratha Wars in India (1680-1707, approx. 5.6 million dead,
military and civilian)
The closest in Western history would be the Thirty Years War (1618-1648, over
5.6 million dead, military and civilian)—a longer span than the ACW, but certainly
one of the most destructive conflicts in Western history, with deaths resulting not
only from military engagements but also from accompanying violence, famine, and
plague; it reshape the politics of Europe. Our world is a tough place to live. (See
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/;List_of_wars_and_anthropogenic_disasters_by_de
ath_toll.)
“With the advent of war both sides hastily began preparations, neither fully appreciating
the tremendous problems involved. Some Confederates believed one sizeable victory
would discourage the federal government; many northerners expected the 75,000 militia,
called for a period of three months, to win in that time a major victory which would restore
the union. Nor was either side ready for war. Despite a rapid build-up of CS State forces
to defend Forts Sumter and Pickens, the most plausible sign of readiness on the part of
the unified Confederacy was a collective supreme confidence in intervention by Britain for
cotton. The Union, at least, might have been expected to be prepared; instead, the US
Navy was spread around the world and its small regular army of only 16,000 was
scattered mostly in small units along the western frontier.” The West Point Atlas of
American Wars, Vol 1, 1689-1900, BG Vincent J. Esposito (USA Ret), chief ed; New York:
Frederick A Praeger Publishers, 1959 (fourth printing, 1967), map 17.
3

The declaration by Lincoln read:
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES:
A PROCLAMATION
4
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WHEREAS the laws of the United States have been, for some time past, and now are
opposed, and the execution thereof obstructed, in the States of South Carolina, Georgia,
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, by combinations too powerful to be
suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in the
marshals by law.
Now, therefore, I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, in virtue of the
power in me vested by the Constitution and the laws, have thought fit to call forth, and
hereby do call forth, the militia of the several States of the Union, to the aggregate number
of seventy-five thousand, in order to suppress said combinations, and to cause the laws
to be duly executed.
The details for this object will be immediately communicated to the State authorities
through the War Department.
I appeal to all loyal citizens to favor, facilitate, and aid this effort to maintain the honor,
the integrity, and the existence of our National Union, and the perpetuity of popular
government; and to redress wrongs already long enough endured. I deem it proper to say
that the first service assigned to the forces hereby called forth will probably be to
repossess the forts, places, and property which have been seized from the Union; and in
every event, the utmost care will be observed, consistently with the objects aforesaid, to
avoid any devastation, any destruction of, or interference with, property, or any
disturbance of peaceful citizens in any part of the country.
And I hereby command the persons composing the combinations aforesaid to disperse,
and retire peaceably to their respective abodes within twenty days from this date.
Deeming that the present condition of public affairs presents an extraordinary occasion,
I do hereby, in virtue of the power in me vested by the Constitution, convene both Houses
of Congress. Senators and Representatives are therefore summoned to assemble at their
respective chambers, at twelve o'clock, noon, on Thursdays the fourth day of July next,
then and there to consider and determine such measures as, in their wisdom, the public
safety and interest may seem to demand.
By
the
President:
Secretary of State WILLIAM H. SEWARD

ABRAHAM

LINCOLN

Secretary of War Simon Cameron's communique to the various state governors
CALL TO ARMS!!
75,000 VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Washington, April 15.
The following is the form of call on the respective state Governors for troops, issued today:
Sir:—Under the act of Congress for calling out the militia to execute the laws of the Union
to suppress insurrection, repel invasion, &c., approved February 28th, 1795, I have the
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honor to request your Excellency to cause to be immediately detached from the militia of
your state, the quota designated in the table below to serve as infantry or riflemen for
three months, or sooner, if discharged.
Your Excellency will please communicate to me the time about which your quota will be
expected at its rendezvous, as it will be met as soon as possible by an officer or officers
to muster it into the service and pay of the United States; at the same time the oath of
fidelity to the United States will be administrated to every officer and man. The mustering
officers will be instructed to receive no man under the rank of commissioned officer who
is apparently over 45 or under 18 years, or who is not in physical strength and vigor. The
quota to each state is as follows: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, Delaware, Arkansas, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota, one
regiment each; New York 17 regiments; Pennsylvania, 15 regiments; Ohio, 13; New
Jersey, Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, four regiments each; Illinois and Indiana, six
regiments each; Virginia, three regiments. [Emphasis added. Note that California,
Oregon, and Kansas were excluded from the call.]
It is ordered that each regiment shall consist of an aggregate of officers and men of
1,780
men.
The total thus to be called out is 73,910 men, the remainder, which constitutes the 75,000
under the President's proclamation will be composed of troops in the District of Columbia.
https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-andmaps/confederacy-military
5

“Whereas existing exigencies demand immediate measures for the protection of the
National Constitution and the preservation of the Union. . . to which end a military force
appears to be indispensably necessary I call into the service of the United States
42,034 volunteers, to serve for a period of three years, plus men enough to fill eight new
regiments
in
the
Regular
army.“
[Emphasis
added.]
https://americancivilwar.com/authors/Joseph_Ryan/150-Year-Anniversary/May1861/What-Happened-in-May-1861.html
6

Measuring coastlines for the purpose of determining the length of the blockade screen is
tricky business. Some estimates go upwards of 3,000 miles. Consult an almanac and
you’ll find the official cumulative coastline of South Carolina through Texas is some 25,300
miles. Add Virginia and Tennessee, the total increases by 6,690 miles to 32,000
(rounding). Of course, that’s taking into consideration every nook and cranny of coastline,
which isn’t realistic when determining effective blockading ship coverage. There are three
geographic zones of naval operations: blue water (open ocean), brown water (inland and
coastal waterways), and between them, littoral (nearshore transition zone). The blockade
was a combination blue water and littoral operation. A blockade could be established at
sea as long as routes into and out of ports could be interdicted, but often it was best to
keep the blockading squadrons up against the ports. This, obviously, focused (narrowed)
their range of effectiveness in the short term. An example of how one considers range of
7
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coverage is provided by Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan: “ From Key West to the mouth of
the Rio Grande, the river forming the boundary between Mexico and the State of Texas,
the distance in a straight line is about eight hundred and forty miles. The line joining the
two points depart but little from an east and west direction…but the shore line is over
sixteen hundred miles, measuring from the southern extremity of Florida.” And even here
Captain Mahan uses straight-line distances between coastal features rather than an
actual measurement of all coastal nooks and crannies. Navy in the Civil War: The Gulf
and Inland Waters, Part 1 of Vol. III, Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan; New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1988 (The War College Series, February 16, 2015); pp. 1-2.
The Blockade: Runners and Raiders (The Civil War, v. 3), Gerald Simmons, ed.;
Alexandria: Time-Life Books, 1983, p. 11.
8

Some maintain that the blockade of Southern ports was of limited value. For example,
see Civil War Command and Strategy: The Process of Victory and Defeat, Archer Jones;
New York: The Free Press, 1992; pp. 9-10; and Lincoln and His Admirals: Abraham
Lincoln, the U.S. Navy, and the Civil War, Craig L. Symonds; New York: Oxford University
Press, 2008, p.48.
9

10

Simmons, p. 10.

11

Jones, pp. 7-8.

12

Ibid.

Special thanks to Kent Wright. The discussion of Confederate privateers, their
effectiveness, Union reaction, and the concomitant diplomatic wrangling are almost
entirely based on information personally provided over the course of several meetings with
Kent, Civil War historian and lecturer, and member of the Tennessee Valley Civil War
Round Table, Huntsville, Alabama.
13

14

In 1860-61 the North had substantial economic advantages over the South:
Union

Resources

Number

Farmland
Railroad track
Value
Manufactured
Goods
Industrial
Establishments

Confederacy
Percent
Total

of

Percent
Total

Number

105,835 acres
(Increasingly
65%
mechanized)
21,847 miles
71%

56,832 acres
(Remained
labor intensive)
8,947 miles

$1,794,417,000 92%

$155,552,000

119,500

20,600
Note that
much

of

35%
29%

of

85%

8%

as 15%
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Workers in Industry

1,198,000

92%

Population

22,240,000

63%

production
of
war
materiel
came from the
Richmond,
Virginia area as
from the rest of
the
Confederacy
combined
111,000
(in
some
industries,
a
8%
significant
proportion were
slaves)
9,103,000
(3,954,000
slaves;
the
population
density
of
slaves
was
37%
higher in the
Lower
South
than
in
the
Upper
South,
and least in the
Border States)

3.5
million
Males of Military
1 million (about
(about
50% 78%
22%
Age (18-45)
75% fought)
fought)
Finances
Money in the Bank
$190 million
81%
$45 million
19%
Bank Assets
$345 million
82%
$75 million
18%
But,
per
capita
$2,040
$3,978
income
Source:
Historical
Statistics
of
the
United
States
(https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial1970.html).
Also
see
“Union
and
Confederate
Resources”
at
file:///C:/Users/emilp/Desktop/Personal/Civil%20War%20Round%20Table/Posey's%2
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0Civil%20War%20Anthology/1901%20Opening%20Moves,%20Pt%201,%20Two%20if%2
0by%20Sea/Fact%20Sheet,%20Union%20and%20Confederate%20Resources.pdf,
and
“Industry and Economy during the Civil War”, Benjamin T. Arrington, National Park
Service, at https://www.nps.gov/resources/story.htm%3Fid%3D251
“The Blockade of Confederate Ports”, https://history.state.gov/milestones/18611865/blockade
15

There are a wide variety of books and papers that focus on the blockade and various
aspects of it. Among the best are Craig L. Symonds’ Lincoln and His Admirals: Abraham
Lincoln, the U.S. Navy, and the Civil War. For a deeper dive, try the three-volume series
by Robert M. Browning, Jr.: From Cape Charles to Cape Fear: The North Atlantic
Blockading Squadron during the Civil War, Success Is All That Was Expected ~ The South
Atlantic Blockading Squadron during the Civil War, and Lincoln's Trident ~ The West Gulf
Blockading Squadron during the Civil War. For a good overview, particularly of the
diplomatic considerations, try James Russel Soley’s “The Blockading of Southern
Seaports during the Civil War”( https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/blockade).
16

“Confederate
troops
seize
Harper’s
Ferry”,
(https://historyengine.richmond.edu/episodes/view/1402).
17

18

The

History

Engine

Symonds, pp. 51-53.

Walther Gwynn graduated from West Point in the Class of 1822. Commissioned a
brevet second lieutenant in the 2nd U.S. Artillery, he later transferred to the 4th U.S.
Artillery. In 1827, he helped survey the route for the Baltimore and Ohio (B&O) Railroad.
He resigned his army commission in February 1832. From 1833 to 1836, he worked as
chief engineer in charge of the construction of the Portsmouth and Roanoke Railroad, and
was Superintendent and Chief Engineer of the Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad in North
Carolina from 1836 to 1840. During this period, he conducted surveys for several other
railroad and canal projects in Florida, North Carolina, and Virginia. By the late 1850s,
he had established an international reputation as a railroad engineer and as a founder of
the southeastern railroad network.
19

At the start of the Civil War, Gwynn was a major in the engineers of the South Carolina
Militia. He was instrumental in the planning of the attack on Fort Sumter in early 1861
as a member of the Ordnance Board. He was later charged with constructing batteries at
various strategic points in Charleston Harbor, facing Fort Sumter.
On April 10, he accepted a commission as brigadier general of the Virginia Militia and
assumed command of the defenses around Norfolk and Portsmouth . After seizing
Gosport, he oversaw construction of defensive fortifications at Sewell's Point, across the
mouth of Hampton Roads from Fort Monroe at Old Point Comfort. He also participated in
the Battle of Big Bethel during the Blockade of the Chesapeake Bay. Gwynn subsequently
became a brigadier general in the North Carolina Militia, commanding the Northern Coast
Defenses of North Carolina. By August 1861 he joined the Confederate States Army as a
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major of engineers and was promoted to colonel on October 9, 1862. In 1863, he resigned
his commission and was named Florida Comptroller. After the war, he returned to civil
engineering in North Carolina. He died in 1882 at Baltimore, Maryland, and is buried in
Hollywood
Cemetery,
Richmond,
Virginia.
Drawn
almost verbatim
from
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/gwynn-walter,
and
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Gwynn.
Others hold that the first had occurred back on May 7 with a brief exchange of cannon
fire between the gunboat USS Yankee and shore batteries manned by Virginia volunteer
forces which had not yet been incorporated into the Confederate States Army at Gloucester
Point,
Virginia
on
the
York
River.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Sewell%27s_Point
20

From Cape Charles to Cape Fear: The North Atlantic Blockading Squadron during the
Civil War, Robert M. Browning, Jr; Tuscaloosa: The University of Alabama Press, 1993;
pp. 39-40.
21

http://www.museumoffloridahistory.com/exhibits/permanent/civilwar/03.cfm;
Slemmer graduated West Point in 1850, commissioned as a second lieutenant. He served
against the Seminoles in Florida, and then was stationed in garrisons along the Pacific.
From 1855 to 1859, he taught at West Point. In January 1861, he was in command of a
body of troops at Fort Barrancas, Pensacola Harbor, Fla. On January 10, after the
surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard, he transferred his force to Fort Pickens.
22

Promoted to major in the new 16th US Infantry Regiment in May 1861, he was attached
to General Buell's command with which he took part in the Corinth campaign and the relief
of Nashville. At the Battle of Stones River he received a wound that incapacitated him for
the rest of the war. He was taken prisoner but released during the Confederate retreat. In
April 1863, he became brigadier general of volunteers (backdated to November 29, 1862)
and served in administrative posts in Ohio and New York. In 1865, he was brevetted
colonel in the Regular Army for meritorious conduct and commissioned lieutenant colonel
of the 4th U.S. Infantry. On July 9, 1867, he was made a brevet brigadier general in the
Regular Army, to rank from March 13, 1865. He died while in command of Fort Laramie
from lingering effects of typhoid fever that he had contracted during the Civil War. Drawn
almost verbatim from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_J._Slemmer
23

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Pensacola_(1861)

See
“Pensacola
Campaign
of
1861-62”
http://exploringoffthebeatenpath.com/Battlefields/Pensacola/index.html
for
excellent description of these events.
24

at
an

See, for example, COL David J. Murphy, USAF, “Naval Strategy during the American
Civil War”, Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, 1999, pp. 2-7. Also see
The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War, Donald Stoker; New York: Oxford
University Press, pp. 103-105.
25
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26

Stoker, ibid.

Daniel Thomas Canfield, “Opportunity Lost: The Development of Union Military Strategy,
January 1861 to July 1862”, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, North Carolina,
May 2007; pp. 48-55.
27

“The Capture of Alexandria and the Death of Ellsworth” by Edward B. Knox, Military
Essays and Recollections, Vol II, Chicago: A. C. McClurg and Company, 1894, pg. 10.
28

“Colonel Terrett was a veteran officer with a colorful past. In his younger days he had
fought a duel at Harper's Ferry with a U.S. Treasury Department official and emerged
unscathed while his opponent had been shot through both legs. In the Mexican War he
had behaved courageously leading a company of Marines in storming the walls of
Chapultepec Castle (the renowned "Halls of Montezuma"). He had been in command at
Alexandria, however, for only two weeks, since May 10 when he took command after the
previous commanding officer was relieved in disgrace.” “The War Comes to Duke Street”,
Ted Pulliam, The Alexandria Chronicle, Fall 2011 https://alexandriahistorical.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/05/2011_Fall_Chronicle.pdf; pg 7. “[After Alexandria, he] was
initially elevated to the command of a brigade at Manassas, but before the battle took
place, he yielded his command to General James Longstreet, who outranked him, when
Longstreet arrived in Manassas. Terrett was then placed in charge of the heavy artillery
that defended the rear position of the Confederate army. He later returned to the marines,
this time the Confederate States Marine Corps, and later commanded the fortifications at
Drewery's Bluff. Four days before Lee surrendered, Terrett was captured leading a unit
toward Appomattox. He was released on July 25, 1865, and died ten years later in
Fairfax County at the age of 68. Ibid., pg. 12.
29

Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Vol 6, Peter Cozzens, ed.; Urbana: University of
Illinois Press; pp. 30-38.
30

Knox, pp. 10-11. For an excellent summary of the events and people in the Union
occupation of Alexandria the whole of The Alexandria Chronicle, Fall 2011
https://alexandriahistorical.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/05/2011_Fall_Chronicle.pdf; pp. 1-4. Also see Alexandria in the
Civil War, James G. Barber; Lynchburg: H. E. Howard, 1988; pp. 1-18.
31

32

Ibid., pp. 14-15.

Jackson became the Confederacy’s first martyr, memorialized on a plaque placed by
the Sons of Confederate Veterans in 1929 at the Marshall House on the corner of King
and Pitts Streets. The Marshall House was torn down in 1950. It was replaced by a
series of hotels, today the Hotel Alexandrian. The plaque was removed in 2017 and given
to
the
United
Daughters
of
the
Confederacy.
See
https://web.archive.org/web/20190125231408/https://emergingcivilwar.com/2017/
10/23/battlefield-markers-monuments-colonel-elmer-ellsworth-and-the-marshall-house33
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hotel-plaque/
and
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_House_(Alexandria,_Virginia)#Historical_marke
r.
34

Ibid., pg. 16. Also see Mills and Mills, pp. 19-23.

“What
Happened
in
May
1861”,
Joseph
Ryan,
https://americancivilwar.com/authors/Joseph_Ryan/150-Year-Anniversary/May1861/What-Happened-in-May-1861.html
35

TVCWRT Little Round Table Discussion Schedule, 2019
The Civil War west of the Mississippi river, 1861-62, a seven-part series
Take a glance at the schedule for 2019. There is time to jump in and
learn a lot.
February 28, 2019 - John Pope, part 2, and the Escalation of the War
Led by Jeff Ewing
March 28, 2019 – John Pope, part 3, meets R. E. Lee
Led by Jeff Ewing
April 25, 2019 - Aug. 1862 to June 1863 – A dizzying 10-month transformation
of the corps commands
Led by Jeff Ewing
23 May, 2019 - Two did not climb Culps Hill on 1 Jul, 1863: Generals Ewell
and Slocum...why not?
Led by Jeff Ewing
27 June, 2019 - Peninsula Campaign 1- The decision to move the Army of the
Potomac to the York Peninsula; the Siege of Yorktown
Led by Emil Posey
25 July, 2019 - Peninsula Campaign 2- Battles of Williamsburg, Fair Oaks
Lead Needed
22 August, 2019 - Peninsula Campaign 3- Jackson in the Valley, how he
influenced the Peninsula Campaign
Lead Needed
26 September, 2019 - Peninsula Campaign 4- Federal response to Jackson’s
success, The Army of Virginia
Lead Needed
24 October 2019 - Peninsula Campaign 5- Lee takes charge; both sides fortify
and Feds emplace the siege guns; Stuart’s Ride
Led Needed
12 December 2019 - The Most Important New Weapon of the American Civil War
Led by Mark Hubb
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Many Thanks!
Once again Chris Mcllwain wows the Round Table
and enlightened us with the details regarding the
Lincoln assassination and, with compelling research,
the man that sponsored the most devastating
assassination in the 19th Century. And, the man
escaped prosecution.

April Harris is presenting
Chris Mcllwain a
Bicentennial Coin.
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